R440 Rumination for 07July, 2013 
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Sing, Sing, Sing
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
When they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.
Mt. 26:30

The Thots:  
Singing plays a very important Part in God’s Programme.

A. The Morning Stars Sang when the universe was Created.

Job
1. Job’s Complaint: Even to day is my complaint bitter: my stroke is heavier than my groaning.
23:1, 2
2. God’s Challenge to Job who dared to Complain against Him.
Then the LORD answered Job…and said, Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words 
without knowledge? Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou Me.

3. Job was not even Conscious of God’s purpose when He Created the universe. Was Job there… 38:7
When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
B. The Children of Israel Sang after they had Crossed the Red Sea.
Exo. 15:1, 2
1. The Children of Israel were Slaves in Egypt for 400 years.
Acts 7:6

That his seed should sojourn in a strange land; and that they should bring them into bondage,
 and entreat them evil four hundred years.

2. God Saved them from Slavery in Egypt and led the people…toward the Red Sea.
Exo. 13:18, NIV 

3. Then Sang Moses and the children of Israel this Song unto the LORD:
I will sing unto the LORD, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider 
hath He thrown into the sea. The LORD is my strength and song, and He is become my salvation: 
He is my God, and I will prepare Him an habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt Him.
15:1, 2 cf. 21
a. This was the first Song recorded in Scripture – the Song of redemption.

b. The last Song in the O.T. is the Lord’s Invitation to Israel to Sing of His Sovereignty.  Zech. 2:10-13

c. The last song in Scripture will be the Song of Moses and of the Lamb. 
Rev. 15:3
And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, thou King of saints.
C. Deborah and Barak Sang when Israel Conquered Jabin, King of Canaan.

Jud. 
1. The Conquest:  The Children of Israel prospered, and prevailed against Jabin the king of Canaan.
4:24
2. The Celebration: Then sang Deborah and Barak… Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; 

I, even I, will sing unto the LORD; I will sing praise to the LORD God of Israel.

5:3
D. The Hosts of Heaven sang when Jesus was born, Cradled in a manger.
Lk. 2:12-14
1. The Sign Announced: 
And this shall be a sign unto you; 

Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

2. The Song of the Angels: Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God,

and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

E. Paul and Silas Sang when they were Confined in prison.

1. Paul and Silas Sang: 
Acts 16:25.
At midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.
2. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were Shaken: 
and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.
16:26
3. A Soul and his family were Saved: 

a. The keeper of the prison awaking out of his Sleep, and Seeing the prison doors open, 
he drew out his Sword, and would have killed himself, Supposing that the prisoners had been fled.

b. He brought them (Paul and Silas) out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be Saved?

And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.
16:30, 31

F. Jesus and the disciples sang after they had Celebrated the Passover and Lord’s Supper.
1. The Lord observed the Last Passover with His disciples:
Lk. 22:15, 17
And He said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer:

And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves…

2. The Lord instituted the Lord’s Supper.
Lk. 22:19, 20

And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 

This is My body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you
3. Then when they had Sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.
Mt. 26:30
For this Lord’s Supper, let us Remember His Person and Sing His Praise as we Revere Him.

I feel like singing all the time, My tears are wiped away;
For Jesus is a Friend of mine, I’ll serve Him every day.
I’m singing, singing, Singing all the time;
Singing, singing, Singing all the time.
Edward P. Ham​mond

[Consider Comments on two more Cases of Singing in Reflections for the Week.]

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK:
R440

1. The Corinthian Church Sang when they Came together. 


Today many churches highlight singing to such a level that it often supersedes the preaching and teaching of and from God’s Word. Accompanied by loud music, and repeated lyrics such singing portrays a picture of “concert” entertainment and sometimes chaotic noise and disorder rules the atmosphere. 
Is this “church” singing?

Consider the conditions laid down on the church at Corinth when the believers came together to sing:

· When they came together, they should be singing in unity and harmony – not everyone singing or doing his or her own thing – How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation…

14:26
· Singing should involve the spirit and soul, not the flesh though emotions are touched but that 
is not the primary aim. It is the expression of the spirit and soul – I will sing with the spirit
14:15a
· Singing is with understanding, clearly expressing the meaning of the words in the hymns and songs

I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.

14:15b

· Above all, there should be order when singing with the conduct of the singers being orderly 
and all taking part contributing to the general profit of the congregation. 
Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest? 
For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified.

14:16-17

· The governing principles in a public gathering to sing together and/or to learn from God’s Word are:
· Let all things be done unto edifying.

14:15

· Let all things be done decently and in order.

14:40
How would you sing and praise God in your congregation unto edifying, decently and in order 
as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts (Eph. 5:19, NRSV)  or  (Letting) the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord (Col. 3:16)?
REFLECT
2. In Heaven, the Old and New Covenant Saints will Combine to Sing a new Song.
Rev. 5:9-14
a. In God’s Old Covenant with Israel, their worship on earth was physical and this was expressed in exhilarating, exciting and exuberant singing, thus:

· Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people His doings.
Psa. 9:11; 
· For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song… Sing…the songs of Zion. 
Psa.137:3

· Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart… 

Zeph. 3:14

· Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion…

Zech. 2:10
· The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys…with corn; they shout for joy, they also sing. Psa. 65:13
· Sing, O ye heavens…shout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains. Isa. 44:23
· Saith the LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations…

Jer. 31:7
· O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph.

Psa. 47:1
b. In the Lord’s New Covenant with the Church, the worship of His people on earth is spiritual and this is expressed in singing hymns and psalms in the spirit, in the heart and in the mind with understanding, meaningfully and with grace:
· …I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.
I Cor. 14:15a

· Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 
in your heart to the Lord;
Eph. 5:19

· Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
Col. 3:16

c. However, when the saints in the Old and New Covenants meet in heaven they will sing a new song.
i. The New Song of the Redeemed Church:
Rev. 5:8-10

The four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, …And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

ii. The New Song of the 144,000 Sealed Saints:
Rev. 14:3

They sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth

iii. Then all in one voice will sing the Song of Redemption – the Song of Moses and of the Lamb. 
This is the last song recorded in Scripture:
Rev. 15:3
And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints.
In the meanwhile, Speak (Gk. laleo = talk, i.e. utter words:--preach, say, speak (after), talk, tell, utter, Strong)
to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs (Eph. 5:19).
Do you know enough psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to speak to yourself thus?
REFLECT
Points To Ponder: 

Singing is the Expression of your Soul and Spirit to Speak to your Soul and Spirit.
