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The Theme:  
Thou Art Mine
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The Text: 
I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine.
Isa. 43:1


The Thots: 
A. God Kept His Own By Name. They are Safe and Secure in Him.
1. God Called out His Own to Himself by Name.
Isa. 43:1
Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine.

2. God Carved their names…

a. In the Palms of His hands – Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands… Isa. 49:16
​Cf. I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of My hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; 
and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand. I and My Father are one.
Jn. 10:28-30

b. On Parts of the High Priest’s Garment:
i. Engraved on his Shoulder Plates to ever Bear them up before God in Strength
Exo. 28

Thou shalt take two onyx stones, and grave on them the names of the children of Israel…
28:9

Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD upon his two shoulders for a memorial. 
28:12

ii. Engraved on the Stones in his Breastplate to Bear them Before God in Love:

· And thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment with cunning work;

28:15

· And thou shalt set in it settings of stones…And the stones shall be with the names 
of the children of Israel, twelve, according to their names…every one with his name…
28:17, 21

· Thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall
be upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear the 
judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD continually.

28:30
· Cp. Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God…For we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
Heb. 4:14-16
B. The Lord Knows His Own By Name. He Seals and Shepherds them.
1. He Seals them by Name.
a. The foundation of God Standeth Sure, having this Seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His.  II Tim. 2:19

b. In Him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your Salvation, 
and had believed in Him, were marked with the Seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
Eph. 1:13, NRSV
2. He Shepherds them by Name:
Jn. 10:3, 4

The sheep hear His voice: and He calleth His own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.
And when He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth before them, and the sheep follow Him…
C. The Lord Called His Own by Name. They Belong to Him and He Belongs to them.
1. God Changed their original names to Reveal His purpose for, and to Reflect His Grace shown to, them.

a. He Changed the name of Abram to Abraham:
Gen. 17:5 
Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 
Abram means high father; Abraham means father of a multitude.  

Strong
b. He Changed the name of Sarai to Sarah:
Gen. 17:15 

God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, 
but Sarah shall her name be. 
Sarai means dominative; Sarah means a mistress, i.e. female noble:--lady, princess, queen. 
Strong 

c. He changed the name of Jacob to Israel:
Gen. 32:28

And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: 
for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.

Jacob means literally a heel-catcher, i.e. a supplanter; Israel means he will rule as God.
Strong
Note what these people were by nature and what they became by God’s Grace.
d. The Lord Changed the name of Simon to Peter:
Mt. 16:17, 18

Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
2. The Father now Calls us Children.
I Jn. 3:1


Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God…Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. 
3. Until He Comes then, let us Commemorate Him…for as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
I Cor. 11:26
And now, tho’ storms are raging, My heart from fear is free,
For I belong to Jesus, And He belongs to me.
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1. It is indeed mindboggling to know that God knows His people Israel by name
(see the Rumination above, #A, C) and our Lord Jesus Christ, as the Shepherd, 
knows every one of us, His sheep, by name too.
· To Him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear His voice: 

and He calleth His own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.
Jn. 10:3

· And when He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth before them, 
and the sheep follow Him: for they know His voice.
Jn. 10:4

· I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine.
Jn. 10:14
· My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me:
Jn. 10:27-30
And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand. 
My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; 
and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand.  
I and My Father are one.

It equally blows one’s mind to know that He knows the number…

· Of hairs on our heads and when it decreases with age He knows too.


But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.
Mt. 10:30
· Of sparrows that fly in the sky and when one goes missing, He knows it too:
Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? 
and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.
Mt. 10:29
Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.
Mt. 10:31

Can you ever doubt you are truly a child of God and that you belong to Him when you believe in the Lord and receive Him into your heart for your salvation?

Can you trust the promise He makes for you to take the step so that you can become one?

Have you truly then taken this important step of believing in Him as your personal Saviour?

Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, 
He gave the right to become children of God--
Jn. 1:12. NIV

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 
that we should be called children of God! 
And that is what we are! 
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him.
I Jn. 3:1, NIV




REFLECT.
2. We are named personally by the Lord and numbered individually among the multitudes without number who believe in Him throughout all time to raise our voices together with these myriads that will surround His throne when we are ushered into His presence 
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise! 
Rev. 5:11, 12, NIV). 
He is indeed worthy of all our praise now and then. 
But are we worthy of Him to be called by His name now while we are on earth?

Consider therefore:
The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.
II Tim. 2:19
If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; 
but let him glorify God on this behalf.   Are you a Christian?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:

We are named and numbered to be among the innumerable hosts who belong to Him. 

He owns us, do we own Him?
