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The Theme:  
A Dying Charge
 (an Extended Father’s Day Rumination)
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The Text: 
Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he charged Solomon his son, saying,…
The Thots: 

A. Consider a Dying Father’s Charge to his Son.

King David, soon to die, Charged his son, Solomon:
1. To keep the Verity of the charge of the LORD thy God…
I Kgs. 2:1-3
a. To walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, and His commandments, and His judgments, 
and His testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses. 
b. That thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest thyself:
c. That the LORD may continue His word which He spake concerning me, saying, 
If thy children take heed to their way, to walk before Me in truth with all their heart 
and with all their soul, there shall not fail thee (said He) a man on the throne of Israel.
2. To keep his Vendetta charge to him to Avenge him of…

a. Joab, what he did to me, and…unto Abner…and unto Amasa…whom he slew…
let not his hoar head go down to the grave in peace.
I Kgs. 2:5, 6

b. Shinei which cursed me with a grievous curse…
his hoar head bring thou down to the grave with blood.
I Kgs. 2:8, 9
3. To ad-Vance and Avail kindness unto the sons of Barzillai…let them… eat at thy table: 
for so they came to me when I fled because of Absalom thy brother.
I Kgs. 2:7
B. Contrast a Dying Son’s Charge to His Father:
1. Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.
Lk. 23:34
2. Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit." 
When He had said this, He breathed His last.
Lk. 23:46, NIV
C. Compare the Charges of the two dying men:
1. David Charged his son to Walk in the Ways of God.
I Kgs. 2:1-3
But David also Charged his Son not to forgive his enemies and to Slay them!
I Kgs. 2:5, 6, 8, 9
2. Whereas Jesus “Charged” His Father to Forgive His enemies. 

Then He Committed Himself to the Father – He was ready to die to Save them!
Lk. 23:46
D. Children, Obey your parents …’onour thy father and mother.
Eph. 6:1, 2
1. Jesus ‘Onoured His mother on earth. He Committed her to the Care of His beloved disciple: Jn. 19:26, 27

a. When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple standing by, whom He loved, 
He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son!

b. Then…to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.
2. Jesus Obeyed His Father in heaven:

a. He Humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Phil. 2:8
b. [Jesus]… said, It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.
Jn. 19:30

c. Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit." 
When He had said this, He breathed His last.
Lk. 23:46, NIV
E. Contemplate why Jesus must die when He ‘Onoured His mother and Obeyed His Father even unto death?
1. Consider the Precept and the Promise: 
Eph. 6:1-3

Children, obey your parents in the Lord…Honour thy father and mother…and thou mayest live long…
2. Jesus was not Punished for His sin, but He was bearing Man’s sin…
I Pet. 2:24

… in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness…
3. Because of one man’s disobedience and Penalty for his sin.
a. Adam Disobeyed and Death passed on all men
Rom. 5:12, 19
By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned: For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners…
b. The rebellious son who Disobeyed his parents was stoned to Death.
Deut. 21:18-21
If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his father, 
or the voice of his mother… they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice…And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die.


4. Then because of One Son’s Obedience to His Father, all who believe in Him can now live:
a. Jesus was the Obedient Son Who took the place of the Rebellious son in death.
b. Because of His Obedience, all who believe in Him could be made Righteous in life.
Rom. 5:19

For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, 
so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.
The Son obeyed His Father’s will, Was born of virgin mother,


And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, He came to be my Brother.
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1. God called Abraham “Friend”
Jas. 2:23

And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed 
unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.

Jesus called His disciples “Friends”
Jn. 15:14, 15

Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call you not servants; 
for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; 
for all things that I have heard of My Father I have made known unto you.
Jesus is not ashamed to call us “Brethren”
Heb. 2:11, 12

For both He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: 
for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Saying, I will declare Thy name unto My brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto Thee.

God called Abraham “Friend”; Jesus called His disciples, “Friends” and us, “Brethren.”

Have we the right therefore to address God and Jesus as “Friend” or Jesus as “Brother”?

Consider:
Jn. 13:13, 14 – Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.

If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet.

And Lk. 6:46 – Why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? 
Is He our Lord and Master Who is worthy to receive Honour, Majesty and Glory from us

or can we treat Him as our Friend, Buddy and Companion though indeed He is, 

but can we address Him as such? How should we Honour Him?
REFLECT.
2. The third commandment in the Decalogue is:
Exo. 20:7, KJV
Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; 
for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

Consider the following translations of the above text in the various translations of the Bible:
· New King James / Revised Standard / New American Standard:

You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain;
 for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that takes His name in vain.
· New Revised Standard Version:
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God,
 for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
· New International Version”
You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, 
for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

· The New English Bible:

"You shall not make wrong use of the name of the LORD your God; 
the LORD will not leave unpunished the man who misuses his name." 
· The Living Bible:

"You shall not use the name of Jehovah your God irreverently, 
nor use it to swear to a falsehood. You will not escape punishment if you do." 
· Revised Berkeley:

"Do not use the name of the LORD your God profanely; 
for the LORD will not regard him innocent who uses His name profanely." - 

· Good News Bible:

"Do not use my name for evil purposes, 
for I, the Lord your God, will punish anyone who misuses my name." - 

· Amplified Bible:

"You shall not use or repeat the name of the LORD your God in vain [that is, lightly or frivolously, in false affirmations or profanely]; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain."
· The Jerusalem Bible:

"You shall not utter the name of Yahweh your God to misuse it, Yahweh will not leave unpunished the man who utters his name to misuse it." 
Now seek to answer the following questions from a study and comparison of the above translations:

1)
What does it mean to “take the name of the LORD thy God”? What is it you are forbidden to say or do?
2) 
What is the name of the LORD thy God? What is this name that you must not misuse?
3)
How can you take the name of the LORD thy God in vain? How can you bring dishonor to His Name?
4)  What will God do to you if you do the above?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:
The Words we use and the Works we do, our Attitudes and our Acts often reveal how we honour our Lord.
