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by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Worship Him

The Text: 
God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Jn. 4:24

The Thots: 

A. The Concept of Worship 
1. It is the Lowering of oneself to Prostrate before God’s Person in Adoration.
Worship is Shachah (Heb.) from a primary root = to depress, i.e. prostrate (in homage to royalty or God):--

bow (self) down…(make) obeisance, do reverence, make to stoop, worship.

Strong

a. The man bowed down his head, and worshipped the LORD.

Gen.   24:26

b. And I bowed down my head, and worshipped the LORD.
 

24:48

c. Abraham's servant…worshipped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. 


24:52
2. It is the Logical appreciation of God’s Person in view of His revealed Attributes and Acts.
Rom. 12:1
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
Or this is your spiritual act of worship.
NIV
a. Reasonable is logikos (Gk.) = rational, reasonable.
Strong

b. Reasonable, because it is based on the mercies of God as propounded in Rom. chs. 1-11.
12:1a

c. Reasonable therefore to present one’s body as a living sacrifice to God in spiritual worship.
12:1b
3. It is the Living Presentation of one’s person to live a Pure and holy life for and before God.
12:1b, 2
That ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.
B. The Conditions of Worship.
Jn. 4:23
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. 
1. Worship Him in Spirit.
a. God is Spirit. We need to worship Him in Spirit. We cannot worship Him in the flesh. 
Ct. Phil. 3:3

For we…worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.
b. God is Spirit, we need the Holy Spirit to lead us in worship.


I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, 
and I will sing with the understanding also.
I Cor. 14:15
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God…

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.

Rom. 8:14, 16
2. Worship Him in Truth
a. We need to Worship God in the Way He has revealed it to us in His Word.
Jn. 4:24
God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.
b. We cannot Worship God in the Way we think He ought to be Worshipped.
Col. 2:23. NIV

Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.
C. The Circumstances in Worship. Consider how and when the following worshipped God:
1. Abraham was prepared to Sacrifice his only son in obedience to God to Worship Him.
Gen. 22:5
Abraham said unto his young men…I and the lad will go yonder and worship.
2. Job Suffered the loss of all he possessed and yet worshipped.

Job 1:20
Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped.

3. The Magi from the east Sojourned a long distance in Search for the King of the Jews 
to present gifts unto Him in worship.
Mt. 2:1, 2, 11 

There came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is He that is born King of the Jews? 

for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.

When…they saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
4. The Angels in Heaven Sang their praises to worship Him.
Heb. 1:6

When He bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, He saith, And let all the angels of God worship Him.
5. The Hosts in Heaven fall down to worship Him Who Sits on the throne.
Rev. 4:10

The four and twenty elders fall down before Him that sat on the throne, and worship Him…
Thus, only God is Worthy to be Worshipped.
Rev. 19:10 And I fell at his feet to worship him [angel]. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: 
for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.
O measureless might! Ineffable love! While angels delight to worship Thee above,
The humbler creation, though feeble their lays, With true adoration shall all sing Thy praise.
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1. Three forms of Worship are possible apart from the true Worship in Spirit and in Truth.

Consider:

a. Fake Worship.
King Herod did not intend to worship the King of the Jews but to kill Him! 

i. It is Insincere Worship. 
Mt. 2:8

When ye have found Him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship Him…
ii. It is Ill-intended Worship.
Mt. 2:12, 13
Being warned of God…they should not return to Herod, they departed…another way… for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.
b. False Worship.

i. It is Ignorant Worship.
Acts 17:23

For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship…
ii. It is the Image-of-God worship.
Rom. 1:23, 25

And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

c. Flesh Worship.

i. It is one’s own Will Worship.
I Cor. 2:23

Which things have indeed a show of wisdom in will worship, and humility, 
and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.

ii. It is not-in-the-Word or against-the-Word Worship.
Exo. 30:9
Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat offering; neither shall ye pour drink offering thereon.
Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, 
which He commanded them not. And there went out fire from the LORD, 
and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.
Lev. 10:1, 2
 On a Sunday when you come to worship God, are you worshipping Him in spirit and in truth? Or are you guilty of any of the false forms of worship described above? 

Examine yourself if your worship in any way is Fake, False or Fleshly.
REFLECT
2. Worldly Worship today is generally misunderstood to be an act where one is blessed by God and one is thrilled and excited by His blessings. Biblical worship on the other hand is described as the presentation of one’s appreciation, adoration and adulation of God’s attributes and acts as revealed in His Word and the Witness of the Spirit. 
It is not governed by or restricted to one’s experiential circumstances. 
It is fixed on God’s Person as to Who and What He is. 
Are you worshipping God?

In Worship, we are expected to give to God. 
In Prayer, we expect to receive from God.
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:
Worship is the presentation to God of what we are because of Who He is.
