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The Theme:  
The Lord’s Face
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 

are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
II Cor. 3:18
The Thots: 
Intro .: How will you recognise the Lord when you see Him face to face? 

A. The Lord’s Face Shines.
1. The Lord’s face Shone on the Mount of Transfiguration.

[He] was transfigured… and His face did shine as the sun…
Mt. 17:2

2. Compare: Moses’s face Shone when he came down from Mount Sinai.
Exo. 34:35


The children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face shone: 

and Moses put the veil upon his face again, until he went in to speak with Him.

· Now if the ministry of death, chiseled in letters on stone tablets, came in glory 
so that the people of Israel could not gaze at Moses' face because of the glory of his face, 
a glory now set aside, how much more will the ministry of the Spirit come in glory?
II Cor. 3:7, 8 NRSV
· We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites 
from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away.
II Cor. 3:13, NIV
B. The Lord’s Face Shone before Him to light the way…

1. For John Baptist the Prophet to be His Forerunner:
Thou…shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord.  Lk. 1:76 

2. For John to Prepare the way for Him
  
    Lk. 7:27 This is he…Behold, I send My messenger before Thy face, which shall prepare Thy way before Thee.
3. For His seventy disciples to Proclaim Peace to the Places where they were sent.
Lk. 10:1, 5, 6
The Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before His face into every city…
And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house.
C. The Lord’s Face Set towards Jerusalem.

    Lk. 9:51
1. When the time was come that He should be Received up, He stedfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem.

And they did not Receive Him, because His face was as though He would go to Jerusalem.
  9:53
2. The Reason: 
Mt. 16:21

From that time…began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
3. The Lord’s Resolution: (yea, still He would not be ashamed!)
Isa. 50:7
For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: 
therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.
D. The Lord had His face to the Ground in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Mat 26:39
And He went a little farther, and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, 
O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.

E. The Lord’s Face Scarred in Jerusalem.

1. His face was Marred More than any Man.
Isa. 52:14

His visage was so marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men:
2. His face was Spit upon by the Soldiers:
Mt. 27:27-31
a. The Soldiers…Stripped Him, and put on Him a Scarlet robe…And they Spit upon Him…

and Smote Him on the head… led Him away to crucify Him.
b. They Spit in His face, and buffeted Him; and others Smote Him with the palms of their hands.  26:67

c. When they had blindfolded Him, they Struck Him on the face…
Lk. 22:64
F. One day our faces will also Shine with the Face of our Lord’s Glory.
1. But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
II Cor. 3:18
2. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. I Jn. 3:2

Face to face with Christ, my Savior, Face to face—what will it be,

When with rapture I behold Him, Jesus Christ who died for me?


Refrain:
Face to face I shall behold Him, Far beyond the starry sky;


Face to face in all His glory, I shall see Him by and by!

Face to face—oh, blissful moment! Face to face—to see and know;

Face to face with my Redeemer, Jesus Christ who loves me so.

Carrie E. Breck

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. When we meet Jesus face to face, can we recognise Him and how?

It must be admitted that the pictures we see of Him today are but, at best, 
imaginative and creative. How can we recognise Him?

Consider the following cases:

a. Saul could recognise the diseased Samuel when the latter appeared before him.  
And he said unto her, What form is he of? And she said, An old man cometh up; and he is covered with a mantle. And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground, and bowed himself.
I Sam. 28:14

b. In Paradise the rich man could identify Abraham whom he had never seen in life 
and Lazarus, the dead beggar, who sat at his gate.
Lk. 16:22-26
And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, 
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 

Note also Abraham knew Lazarus and the rich man whom he had never seen in his time.
But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.

c. On the mount of transfiguration, Peter, James and John could identify 
Moses and Elijah whom they never saw.
Mt. 17:3, 4
And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with Him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if Thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.

d. The two disciples on the Emmaus road could not recognise the risen Jesus 
until He broke bread with them:
Their eyes were kept from recognizing Him.
Lk. 24:16, NRSV

When He was at the table with them, He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight. 


Lk. 24:30, 31

e. Mary Magdalene could not recognise her risen Lord until He called her by name.
Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing Him to be the gardener, saith unto Him, Sir, if Thou have borne Him hence, tell me where Thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away. Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto Him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.
Jn. 20:15, 16

f. John identified His Master positively by the nail and spear prints on His body. Jn. 20:27f Then saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; 
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, 
but believing. And Thomas answered and said unto Him, my Lord and my God.


Would you be able to recognise Jesus, your Lord, Whom you have never seen, 
when you see Him face to face? And how?
REFLECT

2. The rulers of the people, elders of Israel, scribes including Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest (Acts 4:5, 6, 13)…when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.  (Acts 4:13)
What did these people see in Peter and John that they concluded that the two of them must have been with Jesus? Will your friends be able to see Jesus in you? What do you expect them to see in you that they will link you with Jesus?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:

Moses was only allowed to see God’s back and not His face. (Exo. 33:23) 
But we shall see our Lord face to face!

