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The Theme:  
Render to God His things and to Caesar his things.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.
Mt. 22:21
The Thots:  

A. Jesus, the Citizen from Heaven.

Though a Man on earth…

1. He was the Lord from heaven.
I Cor. 15:47

The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second Man is the Lord from heaven.
Cp. He that cometh from heaven is above all.
Jn. 3:31
2. He Lived with His Father in Heaven.
Jn. 17:5
O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was. 

3. He was the Living Bread from Heaven.
Jn. 6:33

I am the living bread which came down from heaven:
Jn. 6:50, 51

This is that bread which came down from heaven:
Jn. 6:58

The bread of God is He which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.
This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die.
4. The Jews were Livid because Jesus claimed to be from Heaven.


The Jews then murmured at Him, because He said, I…came down from heaven.
Jn. 6:41

They said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? 

How is it then that He saith, I came down from heaven?
Jn. 6:42
B. Jesus, the Citizen on Earth.

When He was on earth, He fulfilled His obligations as its Citizen:

1. His Parents Registered His Birth in Bethlehem.
Lk. 2:1-5, NRSV
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.

This was the first registration…all went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went 
from…Nazareth…to…Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a Child.
2. As an adult Citizen, He Respected the laws of the country.
Mt. 22:17-21, NRSV
Tell us, then, what You think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?"

Jesus…said…“Show Me the coin used for the tax." And they brought Him a denarius.

Then He said to them, "Whose head is this, and whose title?"  They answered, "The emperor's." 
Then He said to them, "Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, 
and to God the things that are God's." 
Or Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.
KJV
3. He came to be Ruler and King of the Jews:
Mt. 21:4, 5

All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying,

Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass...

4. But He was no Rebel against the king and the Jews Rejected Him. 

When He was accused of the chief priests and elders, He answered nothing.
Mt. 27:12
But they cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him. Pilate saith unto them, 
Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
Jn. 19:15
C. Jesus returned to His City in Heaven after His death and resurrection.

1. They looked stedfastly toward heaven as He went up…
Acts 1:10
2. Christ is…entered…into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us. 
Heb. 9:24

D. Jesus is Coming back to take us to the Heavenly City.
 
(For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.
Heb. 13:14
Ye are come…unto Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem… 
Rev. 21:2)
1. Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven. Acts 1:11
2. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also.
Jn. 14:3
3. For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout.
I Thes. 4:16, 17
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

E. In the Meanwhile, while waiting for His Coming, we as Citizens on Earth… 
1. …Are Reminded to be good Citizens.
Rom. 12:18
If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.

2. …Are to Remember Him in the Breaking of Bread.
I Cor. 11:26



For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
In that bright city, pearly white city, I have a mansion, a harp, and a crown;
Now I am watching, waiting, and longing, For the white city that’s soon coming down. 
Ar​thur F. Ing​ler, 
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R431
In Malaysia, today is Polling Day for the 13th General Elections for its citizens to elect 
a new government for the next five years. The electorate is faced with two options:
To vote for the incumbent government to Continue or to elect for a Change of government.
1. In the Old Testament, prophets were raised up by God to prophesy against the kings and rulers of Israel and Judah when they misruled and new ones were appointed in their places. These kings had mistreated God’s people, disobeyed God’s laws and commandments, set up idols to worship in place of God, ill-treated the poor, corrupted and committed miscellaneous heinous sins. Their rule was wicked, evil, unrighteous and unjust. And these prophets stood up and spoke up against them sometimes at the risk of their own lives. 
Yet above and behind their prophecies could be detected the hand of God bringing judgment upon these disobedient kings. God would even bring in pagan nations to defeat them and deport them  from their own land – the Assyrian invasion of the northern kingdom and the Babylonian exile of the southern kingdom were just but two glaring examples, besides many others. In short, there were the God-appointed prophets to stand up and speak against their misrule and God’s appointed hand in bringing about their downfall. This applied not only to God’s people but also to the pagan nations around. Judgment came directly by the hand of God or through natural disasters and calamities that God caused to come upon them.

Today should Christians emulate these prophets to stand up and speak up for God against unrighteous, unjust and ungodly rule of a government?
REFLECT.
2. In the New Testament, exhortations are given for Christians:
· To Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.
Mt. 5:44, 45
· To Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. For this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.
Rom. 13:1-7
· I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour.
I Tim. 2:1-4

The first quote was from Christ’s Sermon on the Mount and the last two were Paul’s exhortations to the Christians who lived under great and terrible persecution under the tyrannical Roman rulers. Paul more or less surrendered the affairs of the day to the sovereignty of God and trust Him to act on the Christian’s behalf according to His plan and perfect timing even though he might in the end be a martyr. But he was ready to die!
He wrote: For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
II Tim. 4:6-8

Today should a Christian leave the world’s current affairs to God and allow Him to act sovereignly according to His own ways and timing while he/she is exhorted to seek…first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
Mt. 6:33

Is it right to commit our country to God in this way?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: Seek always to do Right, and do not Right a Wrong Wrongly.
