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The Theme:  
What meaneth this…? 
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The Text: It shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye…?
Exo. 12:26
The Thots:  

A. What mean ye by this Service?
Exo 12:26
It shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service?

1. The Passover Service Observed.
a. Its Meaning: It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S Passover.

12:27a 
b. Its Memorial: This day shall be unto you for a memorial.

12:14
i. Its Past Memory of the Lord Who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt,
when He smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses.

12:27a
ii. Its Present Meeting: and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; 
iii. Its Prospect:  ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.

12:14
iv. Its Picture: For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:
I Cor. 5:7
c. It is a Memorable Service: and the people bowed the head and worshipped.

12:27
2. The Passover Service Omitted When Israel Wandered in the Wilderness:

a. Their Unbelief at Kadesh-Barnea.
Josh.
5:6
For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people that were men of war, which came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD:
b. Their Punishment of forty years in the wilderness.
Num. 14:33
Your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms…

c. There was no Permanent home for them to hold the Passover.
3. The Passover kept all Over again at Gilgal.
Josh. 5:10

Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even 
4. The Lord’s Passover Obscured at the time of the Lord – it became…
John 

a. The Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
Jn. 2:13
b. And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh.
Jn. 6:4
c. The Jews' passover was nigh…many went…up to Jerusalem…to purify themselves.
Jn. 11:55
B. What mean ye by these Stones?
Josh.  4:6, 21
1. The Momentous event: (at the Crossing of River Jordan):

4:11

And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over, 
that the ark of the LORD passed over, and the priests, in the presence of the people.

2. The Two-in-One Memorial.

a. The Past Buried – twelve (representing all Israel) Stones buried in the midst.
4:9
Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests 
which bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there unto this day.

b. The Prospect of a new Beginning – Twelve Stones from the midst of Jordan placed where Israel lodged:
The children of Israel…took up twelve stones out of the midst of Jordan…and carried them 

…unto the place where they lodged, and laid them down there.
4:8, 19, 20
3. Their Meaning – What mean these stones?

4:21b

a. A Reminder of the Power of God

4:23a
The LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over,

b. A Remembrance of what God did in the Past.

423b

As the LORD your God did to the Red sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were gone over:
c. A Resolution to let all People know:

4:24
That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the LORD, that it is Mighty: 
that ye Might fear the LORD your God for ever.
i. The Males were also Re-circumcised.

5:2-8
The LORD said…Make thee sharp knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time.

ii. The Main Reason: All the people that were born in the wilderness…them they had not circumcised.
d. A Renewal at Gilgal – sins of Reproach Rolled away:

4:9

And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day.
C. Today, we might well ask “What mean ye by this Lord’s Supper?”
1. It was Instituted by the Lord. Paul said: For I have received of the Lord…:
I Cor. 11:23a

2. It was Instructed by the Lord.
I Cor. 11:23b-26

Jesus…took bread…brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body…this do in remembrance of Me. 
He took the cup… saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye…in remembrance of Me.

“What mean ye by this Supper?” our children may ask.

 “It is that our Lord we may ever remember” hopefully we may answer.
KC Ung
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1. Israel was instructed to be prepared to give a reason for their faith in God and 
why they were following God according to all that was Written in His Word 
and Worshipping in the Way He wanted them to. 
God even declared to them how they were to answer their children as follows:

Deut. 6:20-25

And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, 
What mean the testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD our God hath commanded you?

Then thou shalt say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt; and the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand:

And the LORD showed signs and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before our eyes:

And he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the land which he sware unto our fathers.

And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day.

And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before the LORD our God, as he hath commanded us.
Peter also exhorted the Christians to always be ready to give a reason for their faith and hope in their Lord Jesus Christ:

I Pet. 3:15-17

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.

For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.
Will you be able to declare the reason/s for your faith in your Lord if today you are asked why you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and why today you live the kind of life you live as a Christian?  What kind of answer are you going to give?
REFLCT
2. Are you a Christian? 
The word, “Christian” occurs three times in the Bible.

 Do you know what it means and what it implies?
Consider the following occurrences of “Christian” in the Bible:

Acts 11:26 – the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.
Acts 26:28f – Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.

 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.
I Pet. 4:16 –
if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.
Does your understanding of what it means to be a Christian as one who enjoys the forgiveness of sin, experiences good health and wealth and ever beams with happiness? What meaneth you to be a Christian?
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder:
Always when asked say what you Mean and Mean what you say.
