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The Text: 
For God so loved the world that He gave his One and Only Son.
Jn. 3:16, NIV
The Thots:  
A. Abraham’s Sacrifice of His One and Only Son.
Heb. 11:17, NIV

By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. 
He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his One and Only son.
​
1. Abraham’s Exact Relationship with his son, Isaac.
Gen. 22:2a
God referred to Isaac Abraham’s son as, “thine Only son Isaac, whom thou lovest.”
2. God’s Expressed command to Abraham to Sacrifice his son to show his love for Him.
Gen. 22:2b
Take now thy son, thine Only son Isaac, whom thou lovest…and offer him there for a burnt offering 
3. Abraham’s Explicit Faith in trusting God to do what was right. 
22:7, 8
Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father…

Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?

And Abraham said, My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering.
4. Abraham’s Experiential Faith and Obedience Tested and Proved.

22:10-12
Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.

And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said…
Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: 
for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine Only son from Me.
By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received 
the promises was about to sacrifice his One and Only son.
Heb. 11:17, NIV
5. God Extended His hand to Abraham and provided him with a Ram as Substitute for his Son.
22:13
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: 
and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
It was a type of…
B. God’s Sacrifice of His One and Only Son.
Jn. 3:16, NIV

For God so loved the world that He gave His One and Only Son…
1. God Sacrificed His One and Only Son to manifest His Love for us.
Rom. 5:8
God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

2. God Spared not His One and Only Son but delivered Him up for us all.
Rom. 8:32

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all.
3. No Substitute took His place. He was our Sin-bearer to bear our Punishment. 
I Pet. 2:24 

His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.


He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin.
II Cor. 5:21
4. Because He knew no Sin, God raised His Son from the dead.
Acts 13:34, 35
As concerning that He raised Him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption…

Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.
5. That was God’s Seal of His full Satisfaction in the Sacrifice of His Sinless Son as our Substitute.
Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord…and declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:
Rom. 1:3, 4

Thus, on this Lord’s Day and on this Resurrection Morn, let us Remember:
C. How God Showed His love through His One and Only Son in His One and Only Way.

1. For God so loved the world that He gave His One and Only Son, that whoever believes 
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Jn. 3:16, NIV
2. No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, Who is at the Father's side, 
has made Him known.
Jn. 1:18, NIV
3. This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His One and Only Son 
into the world that we might live through Him.
I Jn. 4:9, NIV
4. The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, 
the glory of the One and Only, Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth
Jn. 1:14, NIV
And this is how God’s One and Only Son would have us remember Him in the One and Only Way, i.e.

That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread:
I Cor. 11:23-26
And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: 
this do in remembrance of Me. After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

The Word, now flesh, in Him is life. One and Only, Shining Light.
Full grace and truth, we now understand, 

With angels we sing Your glory, With shepherds we give God praise,

With wise men we come before You, To worship You all our days! 
 Ralph P. Mer​ri​field
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Consider…
a. …The Unique Living Word of God.  He is the One and Only…

i. …Person to be Perfectly God and Perfectly Man


· In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God.
Jn. 1:1, 2

· And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)
Jn. 1:14
· God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself…
II Cor. 5:19
· I and My Father are one.
Jn. 10:30
· Great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh.
I Tim. 3:16

ii. …Person to Predict that He would die, be buried and resurrect from death.
From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must 
go unto Jerusalem, and suffer…and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 


Mt. 16:21
How that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that 
He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

I Cor. 15:3, 4

iii. …Person to Promise that He will come again to take His Own back to be with Him.
If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 

and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
Jn. 14:3

b. …The Unique Written Word of God. The Bible is the One and Only Book that…
i. …Is not one volume but a library of sixty-six books written by over 40 different authors over a period of 1500 years Centring on one theme (Jesus Christ).

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them 
in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.
Lk. 24:27

These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, 
that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, 
and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me.
Lk. 24:44
ii. Contains hundreds of prophecies which were literally fulfilled in the past, 
are being fulfilled now and will be fulfilled in the future.
I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, 
not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law 
until everything is accomplished.
Mt. 5:18, NIV 
Do you have  the Unique (One and Only) Living and Written Word 
in your heart not only for this week but for life?
REFLECT.
2. In life, Paul had Only One ambition. He wrote to the saints in Philippi:
(Phil. 1:20, 21)

According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, 
but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

And…
(Phil. 3:13-14)
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 

I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
C.T. Studd (1860-1931) was an English missionary who faithfully served His Saviour in China, India, and Africa. His motto was: "If Jesus Christ is God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him." [http://www.wholesomewords.org/biography/biorpstudd.html]
Paul had his life’s ambition. Studd had his life’s motto? What is yours?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:

Different people have different One and Only ambition, posession, loved one, etc. 

But all people have: “Only One life will soon be past. Only what is done for Christ will last.” 



– C.T. Studd
