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The Theme:  
Two in One 
(Pt. II – Easter Sunday Rumination)
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and clean. Lev. 16:5
The Thots:  
Intro.: Last Lord’s Day we Contemplated on the Two-in-One Sacrifice of the Two Goats on the 

Day of Atonement to bring about Atonement (lit. = Covering) of sins.
Lev. 16


Today we shall Compare this with the Two-in-One Ceremony involving Two Birds 


for the Confirmation of the Cleansing of the Leper.
Lev. 14
A. The Responsibility of the Leper to be Cleansed.
Lev. 14:2
1. He must be Brought before the priest.

14:2
This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: He shall be brought unto the priest.
2. It Behoved the priest to do everything on the leper’s Behalf - The priest shall… 
See #B below.

Note: The Leper would represent the Sinner while the Priest would represent the Saviour.


 The Sinner could not do anything to Save himself from Sin. Only Jesus, the High Priest could!
B. The Role of the Priest to Confirm the Leper Cleansed. 
Lev. 14:3a
1. The priest shall go forth out of the camp;


Cp. And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through His own blood.

      Let us, then, go to Him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace He bore.
Heb. 13:12, 13, NIV
2. The priest shall look, and, behold, if the plague of leprosy be healed in the leper;
Lev. 14:3b
Behold a man full of leprosy…besought Him, saying, Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean.

He…touched him, saying, I will: be thou clean. And immediately the leprosy departed from him. Lk. 5:12, 13
3. Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive…
Lev. 14:4-6
[See The Ritual in the Two-in-One Cleansing Ceremony in #C below.]
C. The Ritual in the Two-in-One Cleansing Ceremony – Then shall the priest … 
Lev. 14:4-6
1. …take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and clean…
This is a Two-in-One Picture to Portray the Death and Resurrection of Jesus.

2. …command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over running water:
Lev. 14:5
Cp. Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God.
Heb. 9:14

Earthen vessel cp. Jesus, being in the form of God…was made in the likeness of men.
Phil. 2:6, 7
Running water cp. the Living Spirit:
Jn. 7:38, 39

He that believeth on Me…out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (…this spake He of the Spirit…)
3. …dip…the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the running water.
​Lev. 14:6
4. …sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed…seven times [and] pronounce him clean.
Lev. 14:7a, b
5. …let the living bird loose into the open field.
Lev. 14:7c
[#3-5] Cp. The Two-in-One Sacrifice of Christ:
I Cor. 15:3

Christ died for our sins…and…He rose again the third day according to the scriptures:  See also #D below.
D. This Cleansing Ritual Compared with the Atonement (Covering) Ritual.
Lev. Ch. 16 cf. Ch. 14
1. The Two-in-One Sacrifice in both:

a. For the Atonement Covering: two goats – one slain; the living goat set free.
Lev. 16:9, 10
b. For the Leper’s Cleansing: two birds – one slain, the living bird set free.
Lev. 14:5, 7
c. Both Conceive the Death (the slain) and Resurrection (the living set free) of Christ.
I Cor. 15:3
2. The Seven-time Sprinkling in both.
a. For the Atonement Covering: 
Before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times. 

Lev. 16:14
b. For the Leper’s Cleansing: he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed…seven times.
Lev. 14:7

c. Seven stands for Completion. The blood sprinkled seven times testified to the Complete 
Covering of sins and the Confirmation of such Cleansing to the person’s Conscience.
Heb. 10:22
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.
E. The Responsibility of the Cleansed Leper. He that is to be cleansed shall…
Lev. 14:8-11
1. Wash his clothes, and shave off all his hair, and wash himself in water, that he may be clean. Lev. 14:8
Cf. Knowing this…that the body of sin might be destroyed, that…we should not serve sin.
Rom. 6:6
2. On the seventh day…shave all his hair… wash his clothes... his flesh… and he shall be clean.  Lev. 14:9

Cf. Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
Rom. 6:3, 4
3. On the eighth day…take… a meat offering… And the priest…shall present the man that is to be made clean, and those things, before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation:

Lev. 14:11

Cf. I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

Rom. 12:1

Unto the Lord a leper came, Desiring to be healed,
And on his knees before Him fell; For cleansing there appealed.

He can heal thee, He will heal thee, If you wilt believe;
Trust Him fully, trust Him fully; Cleansing now receive.  
William B. Jude​find
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 426
1. It is noteworthy that for the cleansing of the leper, it was the priest who had to do everything on the former’s behalf. The leper did practically nothing for himself. Yet after the priest had sprinkled the blood of the slain bird on him seven times and pronounced him clean, from that time onwards the cleansed leper must do everything on his own to confirm his cleansing.  Thus,…Lev. 14:9-11
But it shall be on the seventh day, that he shall shave all his hair off his head and his beard and his eyebrows, even all his hair he shall shave off: and he shall wash his clothes, also he shall wash his flesh in water, and he shall be clean.

The shaving of all his hair and the washing of his clothes and flesh signify his putting away of the old man and his old nature, dying to self and being crucified with Christ and being raised again with Him to walk in newness of life. This is graphically pictured in the Christian’s baptism today, as…
Rom. 6:3-8

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death?

Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him.
However, the ritual of the cleansing of the leper continued to an eighth-day ritual where the cleansed leper…

on the eighth day…shall take two he lambs without blemish, and one ewe lamb of the first year without blemish, and three tenth deals of fine flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and one log of oil.

And the priest that maketh him clean shall present the man that is to be made clean, and those things, before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation:
(Lev. 14:10, 11)
This final act by the priest is to signify the consecration of the believer in presenting himself/herself to the Lord in service for Him for life as an act of worship in appreciation of and performing God’s good, acceptable and perfect will of God. Thus,

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God--what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Rom. 12:1, 2, NRSV
On this Remembrance day of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, have you really ever died, 
been buried and risen with Him to walk in newness of life? What is your life now?
REFLECT.

2. It is significant that in the Atonement Day Ritual and the Cleansing of the Leper Ceremony two goats and two birds were used respectively. In both cases one was slain and the other set free. This is the only way to depict the One who died, rose again to live free. Both were linked together. In the case of the goats both were referred to as a sin offering and in the case of the birds, the living bird was dipped in the blood of the slain bird. Both were to foreshadow…
a. the Death (slain goat/bird) and Resurrection of Christ (the living goat/bird set free).
b. The Redemption by blood –one goat/bird had to be slain and its blood shed.

c. The Removal of our sins completely – the living goat set free in the wilderness and the living bird set free to soar into the sky.
The lesson for us to learn on this Resurrection morn is:
Rom. 6:11-13

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

Are you dead to sin and alive unto Christ?
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder:

The Resurrection of Christ is God’s Receipt for His Son’s payment of our debt of sin.
Now we are free to live with Him and for Him.
