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The Theme:  
The Covenant
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
This is My blood of the covenant.
Mt. 26:28, NRSV
The Thots:  
A. The Old Covenant.
1. The Commendation:  
These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.

Now therefore, if you obey My voice and keep My covenant… Exo. 19:5, 6, NRSV
a. Israel would be God’s treasured Possession out of all the Peoples. 
b. And also God’s Priestly kingdom and a holy nation. 
2. The Conditions in the Covenant:

a. Positively: Thou shalt…
Exo. 20:3, 8, 12
b. Negatively: Thou shalt not…
Exo. 20:4, 7, 13-17
3. The Confirmation of the Covenant.

a. The People Resolved to keep the Law:
All the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken we will do.
19:8
b. Moses Ratified it with blood the Covenant.
Heb. 9:19, 20, NRSV

When every commandment had been told to all the people by Moses in accordance with the law, 
he took the blood of calves and goats… and sprinkled both the scroll itself and all the people,
 saying, "This is the blood of the covenant that God has ordained for you."
c. But no one could ever keep the Requirement of the Law!
Jas. 2:10

For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.  

d. Only Jesus could Redeem man from the Law:

i. He came for this Purpose:
Mt. 5:17
Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

ii. He had to shed His own Blood to Purge the People who broke the covenant.
Heb. 9:14
How much more shall the blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

iii. For there could be no Divine Pardoning without the shedding of blood.
Heb. 9:22, NRSV
Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

The Old Covenant was broken. Thus the need for a New Covenant!
B. The New Covenant to be ratified with Israel in Future.
Jer. 31:31-34
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with...Israel, and…Judah:

1. It was Different from the Old Covenant.
31:32
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which My covenant they brake…
2. The Definition of the New Covenant:
31:33, 34
This shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; 
After those days… I will make a new covenant with…Israel, and…Judah.

31:31

This shall be the covenant that I will make…I will put my law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be My people.
31:33

for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.
31:34
a. It is Unilateral – “I…”
b. It is Unconditional – “I will…”
c. It is Unremitting and Perpetual:
Jer. 31:35-37
If those ordinances depart from before Me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel 
also shall cease from being a nation before Me for ever, that is if it is possible at all for…
i. The Sun and Stars not to continue to Shine.

Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon
 and of the stars for a light by night,

ii. The Sea waves not continue to roll – which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar;
iii. The height of the Sky and the depths of the Sea to be measured…
Then I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.

Thus, 
Hath God cast away His people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite…


God hath not cast away His people which he foreknew.. Rom. 11:1, 2
C. The New Covenant as Ratified with the Church now.
1. In the Cup that each believer participates in.
I Cor. 11:25a, NRSV

He took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. 
2. In the Commitment to Remember Christ.

11:25b
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

O God, most merciful and true, Thy nature to my soul impart;

’Stablish with me the covenant new, And write salvation on my heart. 
C. Wes​ley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Biblically God has a calendar of His own. We have discussed His seven days, His eighth day and His fifteenth day. Actually it should all begin with:

· And the evening and the morning were the first day.
Gen. 1:5
· And the evening and the morning were the second day.
Gen. 1:8
· And the evening and the morning were the third day.
Gen. 1:13
· And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.
Gen. 1:19
· And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.
Gen. 1:23
· And God saw every thing that He had made, and, behold, it was very good.
And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.
Gen. 1:31
· And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had made; 
and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had made.


And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it 

He had rested from all His work which God created and made.
Gen. 2:2, 3
The evening and the morning for each day should define the day as one of 24 hours.

Yet today many people including Christians seek to compromise this definition to fit in with the evolutionist’s view point of “millions of years”. 
Where do you stand today with regard to the “day” in Genesis?
REFLECT.

Please view this video: 
https://dl.dropbox.com/u/6430853/20130301-Millions%20of%20Years_x264.mp4
2. Still others would support their arguments with a quote from:
II Pet. 3:8-10
Beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; 
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
The Context here is not with regard to the Creation Day but rather with the Coming Day of the Lord. It is not defined by morning and evening. This Day of the Lord stretches to more than a thousand years as it looks forward to the Coming and Crowning of Christ which will in no doubt last more than a thousand years as cited in Rev. 20:6

The Church then will reign with Christ for a thousand years:
They shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years;
And Satan will be bound in prison for one thousand years: Rev. 20:7

When the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison…
After the thousand years are up Satan will be released to deceive the nations for the last time and he will then be cast into the lake of fire to join his co-workers, the false prophet and the beast to be tormented day and night – no more morning and evening! Rev. 20:8-10

(Satan)…shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.  And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 
And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
Do you believe in this coming day of judgment for Satan and his cohorts? 
Are you prepared for this day?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder:

Remember and Revere the Lord on the Lord’s Day and you will be spared from the Day of the Lord.
