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The Theme:  
Three and Four
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The Text: 
For three transgressions… and for four, I will not turn away the punishment,
 Amos 1:3…
The Thots:  
A. The Pagan Nations’ Three and Four Transgressions.
Amos 1:2-2:16
1. God’s Personal Indictment of the Nations and of His people:
1:2
The LORD will roar from Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem; 


2. God’s Punishment on their Indefinite Number of three and four sins.

1:3a

For three transgressions…, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof;
"For three sins…, even for four, I will not turn back My wrath.”

NIV
3. The Jewish Proverbial Idiom: “for three transgressions and for four”

1:3a

a. Eight Occurrences of for three…and for four
1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13; 2:1, 4, 6
b. Eight Occasions three and four used against: 

i. The Pagan Nations: Damascus, Gaza, Tyrus, Edom, Ammon, Moab.

1:3-2:3
ii. God’s People specifically Named as Judah and Israel.


2:4, 6

c. The On-going testing of God’s Patience:  The Idiom means…

i. “an Indefinite number that has Finally come to the end."
Cp. II Pet 3:9, 10

ii. The time Interval…

When the transgressors [and their transgressions] are come to the Full…
Dan. 8:23

iii. When the Lord’s Indictment must come and no more could it be turned back: 
Amos 1:3

For three transgressions…, and for Four, I will not revoke the punishment;
NIV

iv. When His Infinite patience reaches its Full extent: three and four
Three plus four = seven, a “Full and Complete” number. Cf. The Lord’s Longsuffering.
II Pet. 3:9, 10
B. The People of God’s Three and Four Transgressions.
Amos 2:4-12
1. The Transgressions of Judah, the Southern Kingdom,

2:4
For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof
a. They had not kept their Covenant with God – they have despised the law of the LORD
b. They had not kept His Commandments.
c. Their lies Caused them to err, after the which their fathers have walked:
– they have been led astray by false gods, the gods their ancestors followed.
​NIV
2. The Tribulation that Judah would suffer:
Amos 2:5
But I will send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem.

a. God had often punished His people when they sinned against Him in their land. 
b. This time He would punish them by taking them out of the land to be captives in Babylon for seventy years after which in accordance with His calendar He would allow a remnant to return to Jerusalem.

This whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years…Thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform My good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. 

Jer. 25:11, 29:10
3. The Present Transgressions of Israel, the Northern Kingdom.
Amos 2:4-8
a. Injustice: They sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals.

2:6, 7a, NIV

They trample on the heads of the poor as upon the dust of the ground and deny justice to the oppressed.

b. Incest (?): Father and son use the same girl and so profane My holy name.

2:7b, NIV
c. Idolatry: They lie down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge. 
In the house of their god they drink wine taken as fines.

2:8, NIV
4. This was in spite of the Past Triumphs given to Israel
Amos 2:9-12
a. God helped them destroy and possess the land of the Amorites.

2:9, 10

b. God raised up their children and prophets as Nazarites but they mistreated them.

2:11, 12

5. God’s Pressure to Punish Israel Then

2:13-16

a. Now then, I will Crush you as a Cart crushes when loaded with grain.

2:13, NIV
b. In that day, neither the Swift on foot or on horseback 
nor the Strong with bow could Stand against the enemy and 
he that is Courageous among the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, saith the LORD.  2:14-16
c. Thus, in 720BC Assyria invaded Israel and bring to a Conclusion their history then.
6. God’s Pardoning of His People in the Prospective New Testament (Covenant).
Heb. 8:8, 10, 12
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with…Israel and…Judah:

For this is the covenant that I will make…I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people…and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.

Who is a God like unto Thee, Pardoneth all iniquity,


Casteth our sins in the depths of the sea, Because He delighteth in mercy.
C.J. Den​ton
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R423
1. Do you believe in biblical prophecy?
Amos prophesied about 765B.C. (when Judah and Israel were enjoying prosperity and security and luxury abounded (3:15).  He cried: Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof… Therefore the flight shall perish from the swift, and the strong shall not strengthen his force, neither shall the mighty deliver himself: Neither shall he stand that handleth the bow; and he that is swift of foot shall not deliver himself: neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver himself. And he that is courageous among the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, saith the LORD.  
Amos 2:6, 13-16.

This was literally and historically fulfilled in 720B.C. when Assyria invaded the northern kingdom, Israel and took them into captivity.

Amos also prophesied: Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have despised the law of the LORD, and have not kept His commandments, and their lies caused them to err, after the which their fathers have walked: But I will send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem. 
Amos 2:4, 5
Again this was literally and historically fulfilled when Babylon invaded the Southern Kingdom, Judah in 606BC.  And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia: To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years. (II Chr. 36:19-21)

This again fulfilled Jeremiah’s prophecy that Judah would be captive in Babylon for 70 years after which the Lord would return them to the Jerusalem as:  For thus saith the LORD, that after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. (Jer. 29:10).  
This was literally fulfilled when the Persian King Cyrus in an edict allowed Judah to return to Jerusalem. Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,

Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.

Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:1-3).  

Do you believe in Biblical prophecy and therefore what the Bible says and promises to you today?
REFLECT.

2. Consider also the numerous prophecies concerning the first coming of Christ from the time of His birth to the time of His death which came true literally and historically. 
Concerning His birth, Isaiah prophesied: Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel (Isa. 7:14) . This was literally and historically fulfilled in Matt. 1:21-23 – And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save his people from their sins.

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
When Jesus ascended into heaven the angels who received Him announced: Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven. (Acts 1:11)

Do you believe that Jesus will personally and literally return to earth the second time?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:

Three and Four Signals foreboding Condemnation;
Seven and Eight is Complete ushering in a new Creation.
