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The Theme:  
ThE Serpent 
(A Chinese New Year Rumination)
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.  Jn. 3:14
The Thots: 

Intro.: Today the Chinese usher in their New Year. It is the Year of the Serpent/Snake.
A. The Serpent in the Garden of Eden was identified with Satan.

1. Serpent occurs 5 times in Gen. 3: (It was a literal Serpent and Satan was real.)
a. Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.
3:1
b. The woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden.
3:2
c. The serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die.

3:4
d. And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

3:13
e. God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle… 
3:14
2. Satan is referred to as the Serpent twice in Scripture metaphorically.
Rev. 12:9; 20:2
a. The great dragon…that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world.
b. He laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent,…the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years.

(Note: A Serpent is not Satan.)
3. Satan tempted Eve and Jesus, our Savior, to Sin in the Garden of Eden.
Jn. 8:44

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning…because there is no truth in him…for he is a liar, and the father of it.
a. He was the Father of all Lies – for he is a liar, and the father of it
Cf. that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world. Rev. 12:9
b. He was the Father of all Lusts – the lusts of your father ye will do.
To Tempt Eve [1] in the Garden and the Lord [2] in the Wilderness, he used:
cf. I Jn. 2:16
i. The Lust of the Flesh:

[1] The woman saw that the tree was good for food.
Gen. 3:6
[2] If Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.
Mt. 4:3-10
ii. The Lust of the Eyes:
[1] And that it was pleasant to the eyes.
[2] The devil taketh Him up into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth Him all the kingdoms of the world… saith unto Him, All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me.

iii. The Pride of Life:
[1] a tree to be desired to make one wise,
[2] Then the devil…setteth Him on a pinnacle of the temple. And saith unto Him, If Thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give His angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear Thee up, lest at any time thou dash Thy foot against a stone.
Eve Succumbed to Satan’s temptation while Jesus Sent Satan away defeated!
c. He was a Murderer of the Living (Adam and Eve) from the beginning.
i. He cast Doubt on what God Said that they would Die if they Disobeyed Him! 
Gen. 3:1; 2:17
He said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

ii. Adam and Eve Disobeyed God and Sinned against Him.
Gen. 3:17
Thou hast hearkened unto…thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee.
iii. Both were punished with Sorrow and Death – and Separated from God.
Gen. 3:16, 17, 19, 23 
Unto the woman He said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception;

Unto Adam He said…cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life… for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return… 
Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden,
B. The Serpent in the Wilderness was associated with Sin.
Num. 21:6, 7 cf. Jn. 3:14.

The LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.

Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD… and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. 
1. The Sting of the Serpent because of Sin.
Num. 21:6
The LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people… (who)…said, We have sinned.
2. The Setting up of a bronze Serpent on a pole – the bitten who Sighted it lived.
Num. 21:8

The LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: 
and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.

3. It Corresponds with the Christ on the Cross bearing our Sin on the “tree” –
a. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
 Jn. 3:14
b. His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree,
 I Pet. 2:24

c. For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
II Cor. 5:21
On this Chinese New Year’s Day, let us remember Him who was made Sin for us that we might be Saved.

There is life for a look at the crucified One. There is life at this moment for thee;

Then look, sinner, look unto Him and be saved, Unto Him who was nailed to the tree.
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1. Today the Chinese celebrate their New Year. Yesterday every city and town where there are Chinese it is most probably that they had a family gathering and a reunion of some sort over dinner known as the Chinese New Year Eve Family Reunion Dinner. They gathered thus to renew their family ties as well as introduce new members into the family circle. 
Today many will be going out visiting their relatives and friends. Children will be happy (and according to custom this includes unmarried adults as well!) as they receive ang-pows (red packets of monetary gifts) from the married couples.
This year, Chinese New Year Day coincides with the Lord’s Day. Just as the Chinese would like to have all things new on this day, may the Chinese believers not forget the new items and events that the Lord brought in for His people on the New Year Day of their lives. 
For Israel, they had a new Calendar to observe the Feasts/Festivals of Yahweh. 


And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,

This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.  Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, 
a lamb for an house:
Exo. 12:1-3

This was the Feast of the Passover – it was the Foundation Feast of all other feasts to follow.

For Christians, the New Year Day in their lives would be the day when they looked to Jesus bearing their sins on the tree and were saved. For them:

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 

see, everything has become new!
II Cor. 5:17, NRSV
For this Chinese New Year Day, God also gives His ang-pow.  He says: 

Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: 

Isa. 45:22
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,

that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Jn. 3:16

Have you had your  Chinese New Year ang-pow from God?
REFLECT.

2. This is the Year of the Serpent. The Chinese believe it augurs well for all born in this year and will usher great prosperity, wealth and health for them.
However, God only promises prosperity and success, thus: 
This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: 
For then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. (Josh. 1:8)
His delight is in the law of the LORD; and in His law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. (Psa. 1:3)

Whose promised prosperity do you seek this New Year’s Day?
REFLECT.
My wife and I take this opportunity and occasion to wish 
all our Chinese prayer-partners and others besides:

A Blessed and Bountiful, 
Prosperous,

Meaningful and Fruitful Chinese New Year.

Points to Ponder:
Be-Ware of the Subtleties of the Serpent (II Cor. 11:3) but Be Wise as Serpents. (Mt. 10:16)
Note: For those interested in a Bible study of The Serpent in this Year of the Snake, please visit: 
 [Just Control + Click to follow link.]
For Notes:  http://goo.gl/8jzQg
For Powerpoint slides: http://goo.gl/lYwME
[Tip: Please make sure you download the original. Click on the top right hand corner of the file.]

For MP3 File: http://goo.gl/XvFQM
