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The Theme:  
Have mercy on Thee, Lord
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Then Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him, saying, Be it far from Thee, Lord: 

[Have mercy on Thee, Lord, (RV, mar.)] this shall never be unto Thee.
Mt. 16:22

Note: far be it (Gk. Hileos) = be it far, merciful.

Strong
The Thots: 

Intro.: No, it is not a mistake, It is “Have mercy on Thee”, not “Have Mercy on me” and addressed to the Lord!
A. Imagine Peter Scolding his Lord for a predictive Remark that He made earlier:
Mt. 16:21
From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and be raised again the third day.
1. Peter asked His Lord to Show mercy to Himself and not to Suffer and be Slain.
Mt. 16:22
Then Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him, saying, Be it far from Thee, Lord: 
KJV
[Have mercy on Thee, Lord,] this shall never be unto Thee.

RV, mar.
["Never, Lord!"] he said. "This shall never happen to you!"

NIV

["God forbid it, Lord! ] This must never happen to you."

NRSV
2. For Peter’s good-intentioned remark, Jesus rebuked Peter Sharply and likened him to Satan:
a. Must it be “never” that He should ever be “killed”? How could He Save Sinners then?
NIV

b. Could God forbid it? Was it not God’s will that He should die? How could God Stop Him?
NRSV

c. Peter was playing the role of Satan! He was a Stumbling Stone in the Lord’s path.
Mt. 16:23

Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; 
you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."
NIV
B. In the Wilderness, the Devil asked Jesus to Spare Himself.
1. Do not Starve – If Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.
Mt. 4:3
2. Do not be Scared – If Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down: for it is written, 
He shall give His angels charge concerning Thee: and in their hands they shall bear Thee up, 
lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a stone.
Mt. 4:6

3. Do not Suffer to accomplish your mission; do not go to the cross and be Slain –
All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me.
Mt. 4:9
C. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus had to Struggle with Himself:
Mt. 26:39-44
1. And He went a little Farther, and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, O My Father, 
if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.
Mt. 26:39
And He left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.
Mt. 26:44

2. The Father did not spare Him!
Mk. 14:36

And He said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto Thee; take away this cup from Me: 
nevertheless not what I will, but what Thou wilt.
D. At the Cross, Satan’s Cohorts asked Him to Save Himself.
1. They that passed by Reviled Him wagging their heads,
Mt. 27:39, 40

And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save Thyself. 
If Thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.
Cp. Mk.15:29. 30
2. Likewise also the chief priests mocking (Ridiculing) said among themselves with the scribes,

He saved others; Himself He cannot save.
Mk. 15:31, 32a
The soldiers also mocked Him…saying, If Thou be the king of the Jews, save Thyself.
Lk. 23:36, 37
3. And one of the malefactors which were hanged Railed on Him, saying, 

If Thou be Christ, save Thyself and us.
Lk. 23:39

4. Jesus came not to Show Mercy to Himself, but in order that He might Render Mercy.
a. Two Blind men followed Him, crying, and saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy on us.  Mt. 9:27; 20:30
b. Behold, a woman of Canaan… cried unto Him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
Thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.
Mt. 15:22

c. Cf. Blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging.

And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me. And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.
Mk. 10:47, 48
d. Cf. Ten men…lepers… lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. Lk. 17:12, 13
e. Cf. As he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging: And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant. And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by. 
And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.
Lk. 18:35-38
Satan would have Him to spare Himself and worship him.
Peter would have Him to be merciful to Himself; he thought he was being kind to Him.

The others would have Him to save Himself; then they would believe Him.

How then could we ever save ourselves if not for Him?
KC  Ung
Are you remembering Him today?
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R.418
1. Was it not His Mission to show Mercy to those who would come to Him?

If He showed mercy to Himself, He would not be able to extend Mercy 
to those who needed mercy, as…

(a) Behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto Him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord…my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.
Mt. 15:22

(b) Blind Bartimaeus, [who] sat by the highway side begging…
when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, 
and say, Jesus, Thou son of David, have mercy on me..
Mk. 10:46, 47

(c) The Breast-Beating tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up 
to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!'


Lk. 18:13, NRSV

Peter loved his Master. He thought he was considerate of, and kind, to Him when He rebuked Him. [Note: rebuke (Gk. Epitimao) to tax upon, i.e. censure or admonish; by impl. forbid:--(straitly) charge, rebuke – Strong]. 
He just could not allow His Lord to be slain. What was painful to him was that the Lord knew what would happen and yet was so willingly and readily accepting it. He could not stand it. Poor Peter, out of the good intention of his heart, he fell into Satan’s trap. That was what Satan had planned to do all the while – to stop Jesus from going to the cross to suffer and be killed that He might be the Sacrifice for sin and the Substitute for sinners. 
And Peter fell into that trap. He had become Satan’s stumbling stone in Jesus’ path to the cross to fulfil His Father’s will and to accomplish His mission. 
Peter had become Satan’s Spokesman!
Is it possible that sometimes in our love for the Lord and for others that we fall into the hands of Satan? Instead of allowing His will to be accomplished in us, we ask for something that is actually against His will. For instance, when He allows His beloved child to go through serious sicknesses, sore sufferings or painful persecution, we pray that the Lord will show mercy and spare him that suffering, when for all that we know it is the Lord’s Will to make him into a better Christian in going through it. We should be praying for the Spirit’s strength, patience and endurance for him to go through such experience which the Lord intends for him to be what He wants him to be. In our effort to be kind, we have become unkind! 
We glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
Rom. 5:3-5
As pointed out in an earlier Rumination, when we try to cut the pupa of a struggling butterfly to emerge from it with less effort we are actually hastening its death as it comes out without the strength of its struggles just to drop dead to the earth instead of soaring into the sky with strengthened wings.
REFLECT.
2. “Have Mercy on Thee,” Peter said to His Lord. This was tantamount to asking the Lord to say “Have pity on Me.” Self-pity is Satan’s chief weapon in undermining the Christian’s faith. It makes the Christian weak requiring sympathy from others. 

It compromises his stand making him prone to stray from the right path. It makes him look inward to his own sufferings categorizing him as a victim of unfair and unjustified pressure of circumstances and an easy prey to Satan’s wiles and subtleties.

Is it a wonder then that the Lord in laying down His condition for anyone to be His disciple stated that he must first deny himself – If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. Lk. 9:23

Self-pity has no place in the life of a disciple. It makes the Christian look into himself instead of up unto Christ for solution to his problems and the performance of His will. Thus,

Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

For consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds (Heb. 12:2, 3). Are you looking up to Him from whence cometh your help?


REFLECT
Points to Ponder:

Jesus showed Himself no mercy that He might show mercy to sinners lost!
