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The Theme:  Seeing is Believing?
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The Text:  Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.


Jn. 20:29b

Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. [Gk. blepo]
Heb. 11:1
Recap.:  The English word “see” in its various verbal forms can mean many things and is used to translate specific words in Greek which have different nuances of their own. Four Greek words are used 

in John 20 and translated as see, saw or seen or even as know or knew in the KJV. 
Three of them were discussed in Rumination 415, viz. 

A. 991. BLEPO, verb = to look at (lit. or fig.):-- Denotes simply voluntary observation.
Jn. 20:1, 5
B. 2334. THEOREO, to be a spectator of, i.e. to Discern.
Jn. 20:6, 12, 14
C. 3708. HORAO, to stare at, i.e. to Discern clearly to gaze with wide-open eyes, as at something remarkable.

Jn. 20:18, 25, 29
The Thots: 

Intro.: For today we shall take up the last word “eido” as given in the Reflections for the Week in R. 415


for our Lord’s Day Rumination. The word eido, is translated as see or know.
D. 1492. EIDO, prop. to see (lit. or fig.); by impl. (in the perf. only) to know:-- be aware.
Jn. 20:2, 8, 9, 13, 14, 20, 25, 29
A. See and believe.

1. John saw and he knew what could have happened in Jesus’ tomb. Result? He believed.
Jn. 20:8

Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, 

and he saw, and believed.

2. The disciples saw and they knew that this Person was indeed Jesus. They Rejoiced.
Jn. 20:20

When He had so said, He showed unto them His hands and His side. 

Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.


3. Thomas did not see the Lord. He knew the disciples could be mistaken. He Refused to believe. Jn. 20:25

The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen [horao] the Lord. 

But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, 

and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.

4. In future others will be Richly blessed tho’ they may not see but they know Whom they believe. Jn. 20:29
Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen [horao] Me, thou hast believed: 

blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
a. Cf. The Blind Man who was healed by the Lord:
Jn. 9:25 

He answered and said, Whether He be a sinner or no, I know (eido) not: one thing I know (eido),
that, whereas I was blind, now I see (blepo).

b. Cf. Paul – For I know (eido) whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto Him against that day.
II Tim. 1:12

B. See and yet understand not.

1. Mary did not know where Jesus’ Body was and was much Burdened.
Jn. 20:2

She runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, 
whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord 

out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid Him.


2. The disciples did not know the Scriptures - they did not expect to See Jesus again. 
Jn. 20:9

As yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.

3. Mary did not know Where her Lord’s body was laid. She Wept.
Jn. 20:13

And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them
Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.  

4. Mary Recognised not Jesus, though her eyes Rested on Him. Later, she confessed, Rabboni.
Jn. 20:14, 16
And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, 

and knew not that it was Jesus…She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.
Today we do not see the Lord Physically Present at the Head of the Table,
But do we Believe He is here? And do we Know that He is here?

Then we are Blessed if we Believe and Know He is here.

Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

Jn. 20:29b
Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here would I touch and handle things unseen;

Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, And all my weariness upon Thee lean.

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by; Yet, passing, points to the glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, The Lamb’s great bridal feast of bliss and love. 
Ho​ra​ti​us Bo​nar
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R.417

1. Today the watchword with most people is “Seeing is Believing”. Out of this wrong premise comes forth the illogical conclusion, “Unless I see, I will not believe.” 
This is also tantamount to saying unless I know or understand how a process works, 

I will not believe or perhaps use.

In other words, one cannot believe unless one sees evidence of a person’s or thing’s existence. But need this always be true?

Take for instance, a few of the following axiomatic statements, i.e. truths that are self-evident and that need no proof, e.g.
We know the sun always rises from the east and sets in the west.

Or that day follows night and vice versa.

We do not need any proof to demonstrate the above as we see the evidence of its existence day in and day out.
Yet we want proof that God exists – we want to see Him before we can ever believe He exists. We never get to see the designer of a watch yet we believe that he exists for the watch to work in clockwork precision. And we refuse to attribute a Designer to the unique six-sided snow flake or even the intricate design of a human heart and the wonders it performs.

For most of us, we do not know how electricity works, yet we use its power to switch on the air-conditioner to cool ourselves or a heater to warm our frozen bodies. We also use its heat to boil water and power to propel us along on land, in water, in the air and even in space.
Where is the logic of Seeing is Believing and Unless I Understand, I will not Believe?


REFLECT.

2. Below is an interesting statement in Wikipedia – 
Seeing is believing is an idiom first recorded in this form in 1639 that means "only physical or concrete evidence is convincing". It is the essence of St. Thomas's claim to Jesus Christ, to which the latter responded that there were those who had not seen but believed. It leads to a sophistry that "seen evidence" can be easily and correctly interpreted, when in fact, interpretation may be difficult.

By the way sophistry means a deliberately invalid argument displaying ingenuity in reasoning in the hope of deceiving someone.

In the light of what has been pointed out in Reflection #1 and given the definition of Seeing is Believing in Reflection #2 above, would you be… 

A Doubting Thomas and lay down conditions for your faith in Jesus or 

A Dedicated Thomas who Declared unto Him, my Lord and my God?
Jn. 20:28

Remember: 

Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
Heb. 11:1
REFLECT

Points to Ponder:
To the Sinner, Seeing is Believing. To the Saint, Believing is Seeing!

