R416 Rumination for 20 January, 2013  
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:  
Even so come, Lord Jesus.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him.

Rev. 1:7

Surely I come quickly. Amen. 

Rev. 22:20
The Thots: 

Intro.: The Book of Revelation Commences with the Promise of the Lord’s Coming
Rev. 1:7



and Concludes with the Lord’s Personal Confirmation.
Rev. 22:20
A. The Promise of His Coming.

1. The Prophets Predicted His Coming to Earth to take vengeance on His enemies.
a. Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when He fought 
in the day of battle. And His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives…
Zech. 14:3, 4

b. And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and He that sat upon him 
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He doth judge and make war…
Rev. 19:11
2. Paul Predicted His Coming in the Air to deliver His People from Death, their enemy.
I Thes. 4:16f, NIV
a. For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven…and the dead in Christ will rise first.

After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
b. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin;
 and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
I Cor. 15:54-57
c. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.
I Cor. 15:26
3. The Lord Personally Promised His Coming.
Jn. 14:2, 3
In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
4. The Angels Proclaimed His Physical Coming back.
Acts 1:11
Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.
B. Our Present Occupation Until He comes.
1. Occupy our Time Fruitfully till He comes.
Lk. 19:13
He called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come.
2. Follow the Lord Faithfully till He comes.
Jn. 21:22, 23

Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? Follow thou Me.

3. Hold Fast which we already have till the Lord comes.
Rev. 2:25

But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.
4. Keep the Lord’s Feast in remembrance of Him till He comes.
I Cor. 11:26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
C. The Prospect of His Coming.
1. Be Prepared for His coming though it may be Perceived as if He is not.
II Pet. 3:3, 4
Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

And saying, Where is the promise of His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 
2. Consider the Purpose of His Postponement – He is not Slack, He would that all be Saved.
II Pet. 3:9

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; 
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
3. The Pictures used to Show His Sudden coming

a. His coming will be like a thief in the night launching the Day of the Lord.

For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.
I Thes. 5:2
The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night;

II Pet. 3:10

b. His coming will be like lightning.

Mt. 24:27
As the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; 
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

c. His coming will Take place in a moment of Time.

I Cor. 15:52
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

Are you Ready? Let us Remember Him until He comes.

I Cor. 11:26
Will you be ready to enter in? Ready when the Bridegroom comes?
In the morning light, or at noon, or night, Be ready when the Bridegroom comes. 
J. M. Black,
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1. There are various viewpoints concerning the Second Coming of Christ.

Some people opine that when a person believes in the Lord Jesus Christ and He enters into his/her life, it is His Second coming – the first being that time when He came into the world born as a Babe of Bethlehem. 

Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christians believe that Jesus will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. ... We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

They believe His Second Coming coincides with the resurrection of the righteous and unrighteous on Judgment Day.

Cf. Jn. 5:28-30 – Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

I can of Mine own Self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and My judgment is just; 


because I seek not Mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent Me.

Still others believe that the Lord’s coming is in two phases, the first when He comes to raise the believing dead and rapture them together with the living saints (all who have believed in Him as their Saviour) to meet Him in mid-air and then to take them into heaven. In the second phase, He will return to earth with these saints from heaven to save Israel (His earthly people) from their enemies and to establish His kingdom on earth for a thousand years when He will reign as the Prince of Peace. 
(I Thes. 4:13-18; Rev. 19:11-16; 20:4-6)
There are still many other viewpoints relating to the second coming of Christ. 
What is your future hope of Christ’s Second Coming?
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: I Pet. 3:15
REFLECT
2. Since the first century up to today, Christians have believed that Christ will return for them. Various attempts were made to predict the day of His coming in spite of the fact that the Lord had warned that of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. (Mt. 24:36). 
Other people link Christ’s coming with the “end of the world” and predict a date for its end. The latest “prediction” was 21 December 2012. The date passed by most peacefully without any end to any part of the world. All these “predictions” have failed and have been explained away in various ways. 
Consequently, others started to scoff at such predictions and refused to believe that Jesus would ever return. (Cf. II Pet. 3:3, 4). 
Today many Christians no more prepare for the imminent return of their Lord. They no more prepare and are not ready for His return because they think it is no more possible, 
or at least it will not happen in their life time. 
Their policy perhaps is to live and let live and make the best of life while they can. 

Is this your attitude towards life also? Or are you living in terms of His imminent return that, when He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His coming? I Jn. 2:28
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder:

Most people prepare for expected ends in life; but few prepare for the event of His coming!
