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The Theme:  They Presented unto Him…Gold
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: They presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

Matt. 2:11
The Thots: 

Intro. It was just a couple of weeks ago when the world Celebrated Christmas with the nativity scene 
depicted in many Churches and Countries. One scene that stood out was the Magi opening up their treasures 
and Presenting unto Baby Jesus their Precious Presents of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

Gold is a precious commercial, historical and even a Biblical commodity in many ways.
A. Gold represents a King’s Majesty.

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon was represented by the head of Gold in the Image he saw.
Dan. 2:38
Thou art this head of gold.
B. Gold represents God’s Divinity.

1. The furniture in the Holy Place where Priests served were made of Gold or covered with it:

This was the Sphere of Golden Service unto God.

a. The Boards and Bars, typifying Christ’s Body, the Church, were Gold.
Exo.26:29 cf. Eph. 2:22
Thou shalt overlay the boards with gold, and make their rings of gold for places for the bars: 
and thou shalt overlay the bars with gold.

b. The Altar of Incense, typifying Christ’s Intercession, was gold.
Exo. 40:5 cf. Heb. 7:25
And thou shalt set the altar of gold for the incense before the ark of the testimony.
c. The Lampstand, typifying Christ as the Light of the World, was solid Gold.
Exo. 37:17 cf. Jn. 8:12
And he made the candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work made he the candlestick…

d. The Table of Shewbread, typifying Christ the Bread of Life, was Gold.
Exo. 37:15, 16 cf. Jn. 6:35
And he made the staves of shittim wood, and overlaid them with gold, to bear the table.

And he made the vessels which were upon the table…of pure gold.

2. The furniture in the Holiest where God dwelt were made of Gold or covered with it.


This was the Sanctuary of God’s Sovereign Presence.

a. The Ark of the Covenant was covered with gold and…
Exo. 25:10, 11
And they shall make an ark of shittim wood…And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, 

within and without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about.

b. …The Mercy Seat typifying Christ, our Propitiation, was made of solid gold.
Exo. 25:17 
Thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold:

Cf. Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, 
to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins.
Rom. 3:25 cf. I Jn. 2:22
Propitiation (Gk. Hilasmos = atonement, i.e. an expiator:--propitiation).
Strong
C. Gold represents a Service of Quality.

At the Judgment of Christ, the believers’ works will be tested by fire.
I Cor. 3:12-13
Only works of gold, silver and precious stones will pass the test.

Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;

Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
D. However consider Gold’s Inferiority…
1. Compared to the believer’s Precious Trial of Faith:
I Pet. 1:7

The trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.
2. Compared to Christ’s Priceless Blood.
I Pet. 1:18, 19
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…

 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
3. Compared to the Pricey Ornament of Humility of the Hidden Man of the Heart.
I Pet. 3:3, 4
Whose adorning let it not be that outward…wearing of gold…but let it be the hidden man 

of the heart…even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.
4. Compared to the Lord’s Purging fire to Purify His People to Present to Him a Pure offering. 
Mal. 3:2, 3
For He is like a refiner's fire…and He shall purify…and purge them as gold and silver, 
that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.
At the Lord’s Supper today let us, like the Magi of old, bring out our Gold to present unto our Lord,
Recognising, Remembering and Revering His Majesty, His Divinity and His Ministry of Redemption.
The Magi came from lands afar, Led by the guidance of a star,
They journeyed on to Bethlehem, To seek the Savior, born for them.

And there in humble cottage-home, Unto the heavenly Child they come;
And low before Him bend the knee In love and deep humility.

Nor do they come with empty hands— They bring the treasure of their lands;

Their costliest gifts they offer thence Of gold and myrrh and frankincense.  F. Cozens
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. 
Today many people prefer to invest in gold rather than put their money in the bank because of the fear of inflation and uncertainty in commercial trading, etc.  
Of all the precious metals, gold is the most popular as an investment.  
However, the gold market also comes under much speculation as with other markets too. 
Recently in The STAR paper of Malaysia there was this headline:


Bank Negara: 8,000 Geneva customers failed to get gold even after they paid.
The article that followed read:

Bank Negara has revealed that more than 8,000 customers of gold investment company Geneva Malaysia Sdn Bhd have yet to receive their gold amounting to over 4,000kg, despite having settled the payments.

In a statement on Monday, the bank added that the documents seized from the company also revealed that some customers who had surrendered their gold to the company, had not received their cash reimbursements amounting to more than RM80mil in total. 

Are you investing your future in earthly things such as gold, silver and precious stones (relatively permanent as they may seem) which you cannot take away with you 
when you leave this world, as Job realised:  
Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. Job 1:21

Or like Peter who said to the beggar asking him for alms:

Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: 
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.
Acts 3:6
If a soul was saved then Peter would have invested his treasure in heaven and he could be looking for his “gold” up there, for what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?

 Mt. 16:26.
What have you been doing with your gold?

What do you intend to do with your gold this year?
REFLECT.
2.  
Yet gold is not all bad. Gold was needed for the furniture in the Tabernacle and its construction. 
Exo. 25:3, 4

Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring Me an offering: 

of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take My offering.


And this is the offering which ye shall take of them; gold, and silver, and brass…


Gold is also needed for the many evangelistic missions to reach out to the unsaved. 

Gold is a neutral commodity. It is our heart’s attitude to it that makes all the difference.

Therefore:  Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 


nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 


For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  
Matt. 6:20, 21 


Where is your heart today? Where will your heart be this year?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder:

All that Glitter is not Gold, but a Heart that loves God and His people is.
