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The Theme:  The Lord hath loved and He hath…
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The Text: 
Because the LORD hath loved His people, He hath made thee king over them.
II Chr. 2:11
The Thots:


A. The Lord Loved…

II Chr. 2:11

1. The Lord loved Israel – Because the LORD hath loved His people…

Cf. The LORD did not set his love upon you (Israel), nor choose you, 


because ye were more in number than any people;


 for ye were the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you.
Deut. 7:7, 8
2. The Lord loved the world – For God so loved the world…
Jn. 3:16

God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
Rom. 5:8

3. The Lord loved the Church – Christ also loved the church
Eph. 5:25
4. The Lord loved me – the Son of God, Who loved me.
Gal. 2:20
B. The Lord Loved…He made … (He gave)…
II Chr. 2:11

1. The Lord Loved Israel and made Solomon a king over them.



The LORD hath loved His people, He hath made thee king over them

2. The Lord loved the World and gave His Son for them.
Jn. 3:16

· God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son…

· Cf.  God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, 


not imputing their trespasses unto them; 


and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
II Cor. 5:19
3. The Lord loved the Church and gave (Sacrificed) Himself for it.
Eph. 5:25


For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;


 that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
II Cor. 5:21

4. The Lord loved me and gave Himself for me, Saving me from my Sin.
Gal. 2:20

Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree
I Pet. 2:24

C. Consider therefore that God loved us and gave us His Son

to make Him a King over us.
II Chr. 2:11


For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government 


shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,


 The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase 


of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David


and upon His kingdom.
Isa. 9:6, 7

1. He is the King Who bids us to Sit at His Table though we do not deserve it.
Cf. I Cor. 10:21
We are partakers of the Lord's Table.

As Mephibosheth was bidden to sit at King David’s table
II Sam. 9:7

David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely show thee kindness for Jonathan 
thy father's sake, …and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.
2. He is the king who bids us Sup with Him always as at the Lord’s Supper.
Cf. I Cor. 11:20
When ye come together therefore into one place…eat the Lord's Supper.

As Mephibosheth was bidden to eat bread at the king’s table always.
II Sam. 9:10


Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread alway at my table.
3. Today we are Seated with Him at the Lord’s Table, at the Lord’s Supper
I Cor. 11:24, 25

a. The king hath brought me into his chambers:
Song 1:4

b. While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.
Song 1:12


Let us come into His Presence with boldness and with our spikenard.


Let the house be filled with the fragrance of the Perfume of worship.
Jn. 12:3, NIV.

O worship the King, all glorious above, O gratefully sing His power and His love;

Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

O tell of His might, O sing of His grace, Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space,

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, And dark is His path on the wings of the storm
O measureless might! Ineffable love! While angels delight to worship Thee above,

The humbler creation, though feeble their lays, With true adoration shall all sing Thy praise.



Sir R. Grant

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 406


1. When God Loves, He Gives. 
When God Forgives, He Forgets.
However, there does not seem to be any record of God forgetting our sins. 
Can the Eternal God ever have this human frailty of forgetting? 

God can choose to forget if He so decides, but it is not in the same way mortals naturally forget because of their frailty. As God, He always remembers, i.e. not to forget.
Deut. 4:31: (For the LORD thy God is a merciful God;) He will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which He sware unto them.

But He can choose not to remember!
I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine Own sake, and will not remember thy sins" (Isaiah 43: 25).
In the New Covenant, God chooses to remember His people’s sins no more, as: 

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which My covenant they brake, although I was an Husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be My people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is His name. (Jer. 31:31-35)
Cf. Heb. 8:12; 10:17

For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.

Here is a case where God in Himself cannot forget, yet He chooses not to remember.

Indeed, it is humanly difficult to forget a heart-breaking incident when done to you. 
Out of love, sometimes you may graciously forgive. But to forget, for some it is humanly impossible. Hence, we often hear the retort, “I can forgive, but I cannot forget.”
Alexander Pope in his An Essay on Criticism wrote: 
“To err is human; to forgive, divine.”  

But what about forgiving and forgetting?  Is this not a human trait but confined to only a divine attribute? Are humans expected to forgive and not to forget?
Christians are more than human; they have the divine life in them. Are they therefore not expected to forgive and forget as well? It may take time, but must they not forget and keep in their hearts the wrong done to them and take it to the grave?

On the other hand, what does it mean to really forget?
REFLECT

2. Whom God Loves, He Forgives – definitely that includes all our sins for if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (I Jn. 1:9). Just for God to forgive us our sins would leave us in the lurch without a standing. Thus, when He forgives, He gives all sinners a standing also to become His children: Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God. (I Jn. 3:1). Are you now living and behaving as “sons of God”? Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Mt. 5:16)
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:

Love Gives to others; Greed Covets from others. Grace does for others what they cannot do for themselves 
