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The Text: 
This is My blood of the covenant,
Mt. 26:28, NIV
The Thots:
 

Intro.: The Synoptic Gospel Evangelists recorded the Lord’s Statement regarding the 

Blood of the Covenant with different emphases. Thus:

· This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Mt. 26:28

· This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.
Mk. 14:24

· This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20

A. The Blood of the Covenant shed for the forgiveness of sins.
Matt.  26:28, NIV
1. The Evidence for the Covenants:

a. The Noahic Covenant was established with a rainbow in the cloud.
Gen. 9:13


I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between Me and the earth.
b. The Abrahamic Covenant was established with a national circumcision. 
     Gen. 17:10
This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, between Me and you and thy seed after thee; 
Every man child among you shall be circumcised.
c. The Davidic Covenant was established with the sun and moon in the sky.
Psa. 89:34-37


My covenant will I not break…I will not lie unto David. 

His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before Me. 

It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven.
d. The New Covenant with Israel was established with the sun by day and the moon by night. Jer. 31:31, 35

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah…Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, 
and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night…The LORD of hosts is His name:
e. The part of the New Covenant with the Church was established by blood.
Mt. 26:28


This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance

Of Me.

I Cor. 11:25
2. The Emphases in the New Covenant for the Church:

a. Matthew emphasized the Purpose of the Covenant, viz. the forgiveness of sins
Mt. 26:28


This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins,


because without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.                                  Heb. 9:22b, NIV
b. Mark emphasized the People of the Covenant, viz. the many.
Mk. 14:24


This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.

This covenant is made only with the many who received Him.
Jn. 1:12


But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God.
c. Luke emphasized the individual Person in the Covenant, viz. you.
Lk. 22:20


This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.

This covenant is made with the individual who receives Christ.


If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart 
Rom. 10:9, NIV

that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
B. The Blood in the New Covenant as symbolized in the Cup.


This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.  I Cor. 11:25
1. The Cup is the Symbol of Christ’s Covenant with His Church.
I Cor. 11:25

This cup is the new testament in My blood.

2. The Cup is the Sign of our Communion with one another in the blood of Christ.
I Cor. 10:16

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?
3. The Cup is our Simple Covenant with Christ that we will Commemorate Him.
I Cor. 11:25

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.


Drink we too “the cup of blessing” which Thy love has filled;

Through Thy blood we have redemption, Fears are stilled.

Backward look we, drawn to Calvary, musing while we sing:

Forward haste we to Thy coming, Lord and King!

D. Russel
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 398 (51)
1. When God committed Himself to His covenants with men, by right it should suffice just for Him to state His terms. In some of these covenants, e.g. the Abrahamic, Davidic and New Covenants they were unilateral and unconditional. Yet to assure men that He would keep His covenants with them He compared their guaranteed fulfilment to what men regarded as the seemingly perennial nature of things in nature, as the sun, the moon, etc. as pointed out in the main part of the Rumination.
Yea, for Him to state the terms of the Covenant should be more than sufficient – His word must be a Yea and an Amen. 

For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us. (II Cor. 1:20)

But God not only promised His Word in fulfilling His covenants with men, He even condescendingly swore by His Name just to assure us:

For when God made promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no greater, He sware by Himself, saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.

For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:  That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; Whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an High Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. (Heb. 6:13-20)

Do we therefore need a greater assurance than what God has so graciously committed Himself to as stated in the above? Our eternal salvation in Christ is doubly assured:

· In His “Yea” and “Amen” 
(II Cor. 1:20)
· In His Word and Oath.
(Heb. 6:13-20)
· In His holding us in His hands and Christ in turn holding us in His hands too:
And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.  I and my Father are one. 



(Jn. 10:28-30)
Can you doubt that you can ever lose your salvation if one day you become unfaithful to Him? Of course, initially you must make sure you have truly believed in Him for only He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. (I Jn. 5:12)



REFLECT.
2. For the servant who builds his/her service on wood, hay, stubble…his work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire (I Cor. 3:15) because, being in Christ, he/she is doubly secure for “ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's.” (I Cor. 3:23). BUT for all that the Lord has done for us, would we ever repay Him by seeking glory for self and increasing our self-esteem without doing all things unto Him and for His glory so that we might build on gold, silver and precious stones?



REFLECT
Points to Ponder: 

Sometimes we prefer to seek the praise from men’s mouth rather than the “Well done” 

from the Lord’s lips.
