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The Theme: The King of Kings
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The Text: 
He hath … a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.    
Rev. 19:16
The Thots:
 
A. In the past, Jesus came as King of the Jews.
 
1. He was the Object of the Magi’s Search.
Matt. 2:2


Where is He that is born King of the Jews?  


For we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.
a. The Magi were Gentile wise men from the east.
2:1
b. They were Guided by His star in the east.
2:2a
c. They came with Gifts to worship Him. They knew He was The King of the Jews!
2:2, 11
2. He was the Subject of Mockery by the Roman Soldiers.
Matt. 27:29

a. The Roman governor earlier had questioned Him if He was the King of the Jews.
Matt. 27:15


The governor asked Him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews?
b. The Ruler then presented Him to the crowd as the King of the Jews.
Jn. 19:1



Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King?
c. The Jews Rejected Him as their King; instead, they cried out…
Jn. 19:15b


“We have no king but Caesar”.
d. Thus, He was Ridiculed by the Roman soldiers when He was handed over to them.
Mt. 27:29


When they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand: 


and they bowed the knee before Him, and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!

3. This title could be Read from the Superscription on the cross by all who passed by.
Lk. 23:18


A superscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, 

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
a. Jewish Priests and Scribes Disdained Him as He came to them meek and sitting on an ass! Cf. Mt. 21:5

b. The Roman Potentate and Soldiers Disparaged Him – He was scourged and mocked.
Cf. Mt. 27:31

c. Greek Passers-by on Seeing Him Derided Him – Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?
Cf. Lam. 1:12.

B. In the Future, He will come as the King of kings.
 

He hath … a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS
Rev. 19:16


Who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;
I Tim. 6:15
1. He will then Reign as King of the Jews in Zion.


The LORD shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations.
Psa. 146:10 cf. Isa. 24:23


The LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.

Mic. 4:7

2. Yea, He will be Revered by all the nations.
Zech. 14:16


And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations 

which came against Jerusalem shall even go up …  to worship the King, the LORD of hosts.
3. And He will Rule over all the earth!
Zech. 14:9


The LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD.

4. And we shall Reign with Him. Hallelujah!
Rev. 20:6b
They shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

C. In the Meanwhile, the King is seated at His Table.

S of S.  1:12 

While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.

1. His Table is the Community of His people in Communion with Him and each other –
I Cor. 10:21, 16, 17

You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.

(NRSV)
Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.
2. Gathered together to Commemorate His Death and Celebrate His Resurrection until He Comes. 
As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come. 
I Cor. 11:24-26

3. Let us now therefore Bring forth our spikenard, Break the alabaster box of ointment 
Mk. 14:3 


to send Forth the Fragrance of our worship of Him that it may Fill the whole house
Jn. 12:3



for He is our King, the King of kings and Lord of lords!

“King of kings, and Lords of Lords!”  These are great and glorious words;

‘Tis to Jesus they belong; Let His people raise the song.

While we still continue here, Let this hope our spirits cheer:



Till in heaven Thy face we see, Teach us, Lord, to live for Thee.
KC Ung
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1. The Lord came to the Jews, God’s chosen people, to be their King –
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king,  

behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is He that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.
The Lord then spelled out the Standards of His Kingdom in His Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 5-7) and told them about the Mysteries of His Kingdom in seven parables in Mt. ch. 13.

At the end of it all, the Jews rejected Him, and the Lord, knowing this, predicted:

From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. (Mt. 16:21)

And this was what happened in reality when Jesus was put on trial and Pilate presented Him to them as the King of the Jews:

Ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the Jews? (Jn. 18:39)

They chose to free Barabbas and crucify Jesus – 

Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber (Jn. 18:40)… But they cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. (Jn. 19:15) Thus the Jews rejected the One born to be their King! 

Likewise generations in history have rejected Him –
Our Lord is now rejected, And by the world disowned,


By the many still neglected, And by the few enthroned.
D. W. Whit​tle

Today, He is rejected, neglected or enthroned? In which category are you?

Can you sincerely pray:
King of my life, I crown Thee now, Thine shall the glory be;


Lest I forget Thy thorn crowned brow, Lead me to Calvary.
J. E. Huss​ey



REFLECT
2. The Jews had rejected their King. The Lord has now called out unto Himself the Church, comprising both Jews and Gentiles, who no more represent themselves but are called Christians – And it came to pass…they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. (Acts 11:26)
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,


(I Cor. 12:13)
As such we are now a kingdom of spiritual priests unto God.

Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;  

that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness 

into His marvellous light: (I Pet. 2:9)

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. (I Pet. 2:5)
As Royal Priests, we are to Witness to the World.

As Holy Priests, we are to offer up spiritual sacrifices and Worship Him.

Are you fulfilling your responsibilities as spiritual priests in God’s Kingdom?


REFLECT

Points to Ponder: 

In Israel no one could ever be a king-priest. But He is One to us all.
