R389 (47) Rumination for 15 July, 2012  
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: The Lord of the Mountains
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of Him that bringeth good tiding.
Isa. 52:7
The Thots:
 

Intro. : To bring good tidings, the Lord trod the mountains.

1. On Mount Moriah He was the Virtual Sacrifice.
Gen. 22:2, 13

Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; 



and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.



Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.

Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac was a beautiful picture of the anticipated sacrifice of God’s Son.
a. Isaac was the Son Whom the Father loved – Isaac, whom thou lovest



Cf. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into His hand.
Jn. 3:35

Cf. Lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Matt. 3:17
b. Isaac was the Father’s Only Son – thine only son Isaac

Cf. The only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him. 
Jn. 1:18


Cf. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son.
Jn. 3:16

c. Isaac was to be the burnt Sacrifice offered on the altar – offer him there for a burnt offering

Cf. Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin Thou wouldest not, 


neither hadst pleasure therein; … Then said He, Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God.
Heb. 10:8, 9

d. A ram was offered as Substitute for Isaac - Abraham … offered him (ram) up … in the stead of his son.


Cf. God’s Son had no substitute – He was the Substitute for us!
I Pet. 2:24

Who His own Self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.
2. On the Mount of transfiguration, Jesus talked of His coming Sacrifice,
Lk. 9:28-31
And God’s Voice from heaven confirmed His Son’s qualification to do so.
Mt. 17:5
He took Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain… and, behold, there talked 
with Him…Moses and Elias…and spake of His decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem…
While He yet spake…behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is My beloved Son…

a. Jesus spoke of His Coming Decease (Gk. exodos, an exit, i.e. (fig.) Death).
Strong
b. His Father Confirmed His Son’s Dedication –My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Mt. 17:5
3. On Mount Calvary He was the Vicarious Sacrifice.
Lk. 23:33
 
And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified Him. 



[There is a green hill far away, Outside a city wall, 


Where the dear Lord was crucified, Who died to save us all.
Cecil F. Alexander]

a. There He died not for sins of His own.

i. For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin.
II Cor. 5:21
ii. Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth.
II Pet. 2:22
iii. And in Him is no sin.

I Jn. 3:5
b There He died for our sins – He was manifested to take away our sins.
I Jn. 3:5

i. For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust,
ii. that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh
I Pet. 3:18

4. At Mount Zion His Victorious Sacrifice will be the subject of the Song
Rev. 14:1
a. The Subjects who will Sing:

i. The 144,000 Sealed Servants of God – with Him an hundred forty and four thousand.
Rev. 14:1

ii. The Tribulation Saints – them that had gotten the victory over the beast…
Rev. 15:1

iii. All Gentile nations Saved by Grace - all nations shall come and worship before Thee.
Rev. 15:4


Lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 


and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, …saying,


Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb
Rev. 7:9, 10
b. The Subject of the Song.

i. The Subject is the Lamb of God – I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion,
Rev. 14:1
ii. The Song is a new Song – And they sung as it were a new song before the throne,
Rev. 14:3
And they Sing the Song of Moses the Servant of God, and the Song of the Lamb,

Saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty;



just and true are thy ways, thou King of Saints. 
Rev. 15:3

Con.: In the meanwhile, the Lamb of God will ever be the Subject of our Remembrance at the Lord’s Supper.

There is a green hill far away, without a city wall,

Where the dear Lord was crucified, Who died to save us all.

Oh, dearly, dearly has He loved! And we must love Him too;


And trust in His redeeming blood, And try His works to do. 

C. F. Alexander 

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 389
1. A “mountain” may be regarded as the peak of one’s accomplishments or the conclusion of one’s experiences through a series of obstacles on the way. Caleb at the age of 85 asked for the mountain for his inheritance. He was prepared to face the giants in his path to attain his goal to reach the mountain peak and claim it for his inheritance.
And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even since the LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old.

As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in.

Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the LORD spake in that day; for thou heardest in that day how the Anakims were there, and that the cities were great and fenced: if so be the LORD will be with me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the LORD said. 
Josh. 14:10-12
At a matured age, would you be ready to claim higher things to do for the Lord?

Or would you just sit back and retire to let younger ones do what you have been doing?
This is good from one point of view – you are passing on the baton.
On the other hand, can it that you have chosen to recede into the background of inactivity?

Or will it be that you are asking for a new mountain to claim it for the Lord?
REFLECT
2. On the other hand, a valley is symbolic of the lowest ebb of one’s experiences that one can sink into. He/she is at the end of his/her tethers and is desperate. Death presumably is the lowest level that one can sink to, that seemingly will end all his/her experiences be they good or bad so it is claimed. It is at this level that one faces the reality of eternity as the next step on takes one to go from that which is earthly to that which is eternal.

However, David said, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.”

Note three things that gave him all the confidence should he (well, one day he would, like every man or woman on earth) go through this experience when his time was up:
a. 
Death was but a shadow to him,

b. 
Because his Lord was with him.

c. 
He would not fear any evil on the way.

The song writer has this to say:
Down in the valley with my Savior I would go,
Where the storms are sweeping and the dark waters flow;
With His hand to lead me I will never, never fear,
Dangers cannot fright me if my Lord is near.

Follow! follow! I would follow Jesus!
Anywhere, everywhere, I would follow on!
Follow! follow! I would follow Jesus!
  Everywhere He leads me I would follow on!

Down in the valley, or upon the mountain steep,
Close beside my Savior would my heart ever keep;
He will lead me safely in the path that He has trod,
Up to where they gather in the rest of God.

Source: http://www.hymnal.net/hymn.php/h/461#ixzz1zhuE7n6h
Before you pass on to eternity, are you prepared to follow Jesus down in the valley or up on the mountain top wherever He may go? 
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: 

You can tunnel through a mountain or climb over it. Can you go round or remove it?

 (cf. Mt. 21:21) [Apply this to your life’s problems.]
