R385 (17) Rumination for 17th June, 2012  (A Father’s Day Rumination)

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Father
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The Text: 
Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

Lk. 23:34


Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit:

Lk. 23:46

The Thots:


Introduction:
The day that the Son died on the Cross, it was the most Historic Father’s Day on earth.


On that day, the Son gave the best present ever to His Father – His own Life. 


Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life
Jn. 10:17


While on the Cross, the Son cried out seven times – two of them involved His Father!
A. “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”
Lk. 23:34
This was the Son’s first cry on the cross. 
By His death, He made possible…

1. The ministry of Reconciliation.
II Cor. 5:19

God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; 

and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation…

2. The Recognition of the Father’s Love.

Rom. 5:8, 10
God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us…

For…when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.

B. “Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit.”
Lk. 23:46
This was the Son’s last cry on the cross. The Son gave the best Present ever to His Father on this day…
1. By Affirming the Father’s Position of Righteousness in justifying us.
Rom. 3:20-26

a. His Father could not justify us if His Son did not die.


Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight:

 for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
3:20

b. His Father could not satisfy His own Law, if His Son did not die.

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested,

 being witnessed by the law and the prophets;
3:21, 22

c. His Father could now magnify His Righteousness and justify all because His Son died. 
3:22, 24-26
Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: 
for there is no difference: … being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, 

 at this time His righteousness: that He might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

2. By Accomplishing the work His Father had Purposed Him to do.
Jn. 4:34; 5:36

Earlier, He had cried out, It is finished … and gave up His Spirit.

Jn. 19:30, NIV

3. By Atoning and making Propitiation for our sins.
I Jn. 2:1, 2

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

And He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
Thus, making it Possible for God to Adopt us as His Children.

a. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have

received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
Rom. 8:15

b. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.


C. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
Mt. 27:46
This was the fourth cry and the middle of the series of seven utterances of Jesus on the cross.

1. It was no more Father, but God Who had to Forsake His Son because…

He was bearing the sins of the world in His own body on the tree.
I Pet. 2:24

2. The Son was Forsaken of God, the Father, because…

The Father had made His Son to be sin (a sin offering) for us He Who knew no sin;
II Cor. 5:21

That we might become sons and daughters of the Father and brethren with the Son.
Jn. 1:12; Heb. 2:11, 12

As children demonstrate their love for their fathers this day.

May we recall how God sacrificed His Son for us that day,

And how the Son was made sin for us because there was no other way.

Therefore, let us worship the Father in the remembrance of the Son this Lord’s day.
KC Ung

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 385
1. God the Father demonstrates His Relationship with His people, the Children of Israel,
and the Church, His born-again Children, by appealing to the model of the earthly fathers and what He expects of them in their Roles and Responsibilities as fathers on earth 
so that they can Reflect to others who know not Him what He is to them.
Thus, His exhortations often are appended with “even as a father…”
Today being Father’s Day, let us Remind ourselves of what God the Father is to us in His expectations of what an earthly father should be in Relationship to his own children.

As God the Father, loves and delights in His children, so should all earthly fathers.

For whom the LORD loveth He correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

And this should be reciprocated by his children to love, honour and obey their father in return.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.

Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise;
That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.
Eph. 6:1-3
If they do not, then the father in love need…

To Correct them.
Prov. 3:12
For whom the LORD loveth He correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.



And to Chasten them.
Heb. 12:6, 7
For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.
 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; 
for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?

You love your children. You delight and cherish in your children.

But when they misbehave, dishonour and disobey you, do you have the heart to correct and chasten them in love? How would you carry this out and yet show that you love them?

REFLECT
2. A son’s or daughter’s act in marrying an unbeliever often causes deep pain to the heart of believing parents. It is against the biblical injunction to be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? (II Cor. 6:14) and it also spoils the beautiful picture of the Marriage of the Bridegroom with His Bride Who is to be the glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. (Eph. 5:27).  However, in today’s world this injunction is much compromised and an “unequal” marriage is now not only accepted by believing parents but also to be encouraged in a multi-religious society. How would you deal with your child in love when you are put in such a situation?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder- 

When a believer marries an unbeliever, he/she will have the Devil as his/her father-in-law! 
(Jn. 8:44)
