R368 (45) Rumination for 19th February, 2012
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: The New Covenant
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The Text: 
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant….
Jer. 31:31; Heb. 8:8
The Thots:
 

A. The New Covenant between God and Israel.
Jer. 31:3; Heb. 8:8

The New Covenant with the Old Covenant Contrasted
Heb. 8:8-13

	No.
	Characteristics
	The New Covenant
	Heb.
	The Old Covenant
	Ref.

	1. 
	The Parties:
	I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:
	8:8; Jer. 31:31
	Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel;
	Exo. 19:3

	2. 
	The Period:
	Future: Behold the days come…
	As above.
	Past: in the day when I took them…out of … Egypt
	Heb. 8:9

	3. 
	The Prerequisites:
	Unconditional: I will…; I will…; I will…

	8:10

ct. 8:9
Jer.31 
	Conditional – if ye will obey…


	Exo. 8:5

Heb. 8:9, 13

	4. 
	The Promises:
	God’s laws written in the mind and hearts – I will put My laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts:
God will be their God.

They shall be God’s People.

The earth will be full of the Knowledge of God.
There will be no more a Remembrance of Sin
	8:10; Jer. 31:33
31:33
31:34;
Heb.
8:12
	God’s laws written on tablets of stone – I will give thee tables of stone, and a law…which I have written;
God would be their God.

They would be God’s Peculiar People and Priests…The Earth is the Lord’s and they …a kingdom of priests to pass on the Knowledge of God.

There was a Remembrance of Sin and Atonement was to be made yearly
	Exo. 24:12

Exo. 19:5, 6

Heb. 10:3

	5. 
	The Pledge

(Security/Warranty)
	The Shed Blood of Christ once for all
	9:14, 28a, 10:10
	Not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.
	Heb. 10:4 cf. 9:18-22

	6. 
	The Product
	A Success because of Christ’s Obedience.
	Heb. 8:13
	A Failure because of Israel’s Disobedience.
	Heb. 8:9 cf. Acts 7:53


B. The New Covenant between Christ and the Church.


This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Mt. 28:28, NIV


This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.
Mk. 14:24, NIV

 
This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20, NIV

1. The Parties:
Christ and the believer 
– My blood…shed for many 

2. The Period:
The Present
– This is…
3. The Prerequisites: 
Unconditional, based on personal faith 
– poured out for you

4. The Promises: 
No more a Remembrance of sin 
– for the forgiveness of sins
5. The Pledge: 
The shed blood of Christ 
– This is My blood of the covenant
6. The Product:
Remembrance of Him at the Lord’s Supper 
– This cup is the new covenant
C. Our Covenant with the Lord.

1. Every time we Partake of the Lord’s Supper, we are Confirming our Covenant with our Lord.

2. We are Promising that as we…

a. Break the Bread, we remember His Body Broken for us when He Bore our Burden of sin on the tree.


Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24


Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree.
I Pet. 2:24

b. Drink of the Cup, we remember that His blood was shed to Cleanse away our sin.
I Cor. 11:25

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

And without shedding of blood is no remission.
Heb. 9:22

3. Let us therefore ensure that we Participate of the Lord’s Supper until His Parousia (Coming). I Cor. 11:26
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

His oath, His covenant, His blood, Support me in the whelming flood.

When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.




On Christ the solid rock I stand, All other ground is sinking sand; 
Ed​ward Mote
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 368
1. When God makes a Covenant, we can be sure that He will keep it.
Heb. 6:13-15
Consider that…
When God made promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no greater,
He sware by Himself, saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.

And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. .

God’s Covenant with Abraham was…

a. Unilateral: 
Gen. 17:2

And I will make My covenant between Me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.

i. Personal – As for Me, behold, My covenant is with thee.
​Gen. 17:4

ii. Perpetual – I will establish My covenant between Me and thee and thy seed 

after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant.
Gen. 17:7

iii. The Pledge:
Gen. 17:11-14

This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, between Me and you and thy seed after thee; 

Every man child among you shall be circumcised….

iv. The Parties:
Gen. 17:19

God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: 

and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him… But My covenant will I establish with Isaac.
Gen. 17:21
b. Unconditional: God said “I will” without requiring Abraham to do anything.
See above texts.
c. Universal: between Me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations.
Gen. 17:4

i. This Covenant with Abraham was fulfilled in Christ, his Promised Seed:
Gal. 3:16, 17
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds,

as of many; but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ. And this I say, 

that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ.

ii. Abraham now has two other seeds:

His physical seed, Israel – 
Isa. 41:8

But thou, Israel, art My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend.
· His spiritual seed, the Church through common faith – 

which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all.
Rom. 4:16
For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, 
or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.
Rom. 4:13

· Note that the Church never replaced Israel, the Physical seed of Abraham with whom God made a Unilateral, Unconditional and Perpetual Covenant. Thus, Paul stated very categorically:

I say then, Hath God cast away His people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, 
of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.
Rom. 11:1
· Even though they crucified their Messiah, one day God will pour upon the house of David, 

and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: 

and they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him… Zech. 12:10

· Their sins will be forgiven and God will make a New Covenant with them.
Jer. 31:31ff
The Grace that God has shown to us to forgive our sins when we believe in Him,
this same grace God will show to Abraham’s other seed as well. 

· Today Israel has forsaken God, will God ever forsake them and, in doing so,

break His covenant with Abraham? Why do certain people teach that Israel 

has no more future and Israel’s promises have been transferred to the Church?
REFLECT.

2. II Cor. 1:20-22 – For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us. Now He which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.
Not only the Promises of God cannot be disannulled, but note also the Parts Played by God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit in anointing us unto salvation. Can we ever doubt God? 


REFLECT.

Pertinent Points to Ponder:

God has to swear by His Person to show how unlike us who forswear our yeas and amens.

