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Rumination for Dec. 30, 2012 


(New Year Rumination)
The Theme: 
Old and New
The Text: 
Old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
II Cor. 5:17
The Thots:
 
Intro. The Old Year 2012 is passing away tomorrow and coming in to take its place is the New Year 2013. 
Every Passing moment in our life is a Process of the Present “new” becoming “old”. 
The moment “new” comes by, the present becomes “old” and is thrust into the past. 
The present is just a transition moment between old and new. 
Hence, consider the various processes whereby the old becomes new at a stroke…

A. The Old Calendar gave place to a New Cycle at the Lord’s Command.
Exo. 12:2
This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.
1. The Command to Change.
a. “This month” (Abib or Nisan) would be the seventh month in the Hebrew Civil Calendar.

b. It would now become the “first month” in the new Jewish “Church” Calendar.
Exo. 12:2

i. It was the month Israel Fled (left) Egypt – This day came ye out in the month Abib.
Exo. 13:4
ii. It was the month when the First Passover was observed.
Exo. 12:11
iii. It was the religious Festival calendar to be used for the Feasts of Yahweh.
Lev. 23

2. The Concept behind the Change.

a. It Meant the Commencement of a new life – free from the bondage of Egypt.
Exo. 13:4
This day came ye out in the month Abib.

b. It Marked the beginning of a new relationship – with God as Commander.
Exo. 20:2
I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt….

c. It Made the previous six months “disappear” for a new Cycle to begin.
This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.
Thus, Old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
II Cor. 5:17
B. The Old Life gives place to the New Creation when one Believes in Christ. II Cor. 5:17, NIV
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new Creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

1. The Old that has gone is the Man without Christ – at that time ye were without Christ.
 Eph. 2:12a
a. He was an (alien) from the Commonwealth of Israel, and (a stranger) from the Covenants of promise, 
b. He was then without hope, and Without God in the World:

2. The Old Man is to be Crucified with Christ – our old man is crucified with Him…
Rom. 
6:6
a. He was Buried with Him by Baptism into death.
 
6:4a
b. He was planted together in the likeness of His Death…that the Body of sin might be Destroyed.  6:5
3. The New (Man) that has come…

a. Is Like Christ (Who) was raised up from the dead… in the Likeness of His resurrection…; Rom. 6:4b, 5b
i. Therefore…he should not Serve Sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin…

6:6b, 7
ii. 
Death hath no more Dominion over him.

6:9
c. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin,
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rom. 
6:11
C. The New Covenant Comes in; the Old Vanishes away when Jesus Comes.
Heb. 
8:13
He saith, A new covenant, He hath made the first old… is ready to vanish away.

a. The Old Covenants made with Abraham and Moses were Terrestrial.
i. In the Abrahamic Covenant God promised him:
Gen. 
12:1, 2

· A land – For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.
13:15
· A great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing.
ii. In the Mosaic Covenant God promised Israel:
Exo. 
20:5, 6
Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant…
· then ye shall be a Peculiar treasure unto Me above all People: for all the earth is mine:

· And ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of Priests, and an holy nation.

b. The New Covenant to be made with future Israel; but presently with the Church is Spiritual.
i. The Place of the New Covenant compared with the Old Covenants:
Heb. 8:13 cf. 8, 9


A new covenant, He hath made the first old… (and) is ready to vanish away.
ii. Prospectively to be made with Israel. God Promised them…
Jer. 31:31, 33, 34
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with…Israel, and…Judah: 
I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, 
and they shall be My people…for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.
iii. Presently made with the Church through Christ:
Heb. 8:6
He is the Mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.
iv. Now, the Church is to Remember Christ in the New Covenant until He Comes.
Lk. 22:20, NIV
He took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you…”

As often as ye…drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come. 
I Cor. 11:26

Ring out the old, ring in the new, Ring, happy bells, across the snow;


The year is going, let him go; Ring out the false, ring in the true. 
Al​fred Ten​ny​son
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. “Old” is not necessarily bad and to be discarded.
a. The older an antique or a relic the more valuable and more costly it is.

According to Decoratum (http://www.decoratum.com/blog/2011/07/top-10-most-expensive-antiques-ever-auctioned/) the 10 most expensive antiques ever auctioned are:

i. Pinner Qing Dynasty Vase – £53,000,000

ii. Badminton Cabinet – £19,045,250

iii. Olyphant – £10,650,959

iv.  Moonflask in Pink and Blue Enamel w/ White Porcelain – £10,024,432

v. Ming Dynasty Gold Tripod Vessel – £9,397,905

vi. Emerald & Diamond Tiara Once Belonging to the Wife of FrenchEmperor Napoleon III – £7,994,484

vii. Illustrated Folio of the Persian Shah circa 1500s – £7,643.629

viii. Antique Secretary Desk by the Goddard & Townsend Families – £7,580,977

ix. Germain Royal Soup Tureen – £6,445,397

x.  Harrington Commode – £3,793,250
b. God, the Ancient of Days, complained that Israel had left the ancient paths marked out by Him for them: “Yet My people have forgotten Me; they burn incense to worthless idols, which made them stumble in their ways and in the ancient paths. They made them walk in bypaths and on roads not built up.” (Jer. 18:15, NIV)
Are you still keeping to the Ancient Book and walking in the Ancient Paths?
REFLECT.
2. There are some things which may be “Old” but yet ever “New”. 

Make it a point to treasure them this New Year and throughout the year and the years that follow. 

They will never grow old. Consider the following and…
REFLECT 
a. As we approach the New Year, while there is a necessity to discard old things, old clothes, old articles, etc… there are some old things you must never throw away. They are always ever new! 

In this old, old path Made strangely sweet 
By the touch divine Of His blessèd feet.

Find the old, old, path ’Twill be ever new, 
For the Savior walks All the way with you. 
Vi­da E. Smith
Tell me the old, old story of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love.

Tell me the story simply, as to a little child, 
For I am weak and weary, and helpless and defiled.

Refrain

Tell me the old, old story, tell me the old, old story,

Tell me the old, old story, of Jesus and His love.

Tell me the story slowly, that I may take it in, 
That wonderful redemption, God’s remedy for sin.

Tell me the story often, for I forget so soon; 
The early dew of morning has passed away at noon.

Tell me the same old story when you have cause to fear 

That this world’s empty glory is costing me too dear.

Yes, and when that world’s glory is dawning on my soul, 

Tell me the old, old story: Christ Jesus makes thee whole.

A. Katherine Hankey
A Blessed, Bountiful and Fruitful New Year to all of you.
Points to Ponder:

Come 2013 - Be Conservative to Live out the Ancient Paths and Inclusive to Love All People.
