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Rumination for Dec. 23, 2012

The Theme: 
The Songs of Christmas 
The Text: And the angel said...Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 


which is Christ the Lord.

Lk. 2:10
The Thots:
 
Tomorrow is Christmas Eve and many churches have organised groups going round singing Christmas Carols. Perhaps we need also to consider four songs sung at the time when Jesus was born. 
They are all recorded in Luke’s Gospel as follows:

A. Zechariah's Song – Announcing the Foretold Forerunner of Jesus.
Luke 1:67-79
And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying…
1:67
1. God would Fulfil His promise to Abraham to Redeem His people.
1:68-75

a. He would Raise up a Redeemer to save them from their enemies.


1:68-71

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for He hath visited and redeemed His people,

And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David;


… That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us.
b. Then they would Remember Him and serve Him for the Remainder of their lives.
1:72-75
To perform…The oath which He sware to our father Abraham,

That He would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies 
might serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him, all the days of our life.
2. God would send a Forerunner to prepare the way for the coming of this Redeemer.

1:76-79
And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face 
of the Lord to prepare His ways; To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission 
of their sins,  through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath 
visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.

B. Mary's Song – Acclaiming God’s Greatness.
Luke 1:46-55
And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord…
1:46
1. God’s high Regard for Mary.
1:47-50
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For He hath regarded the low estate
of His handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed

For He that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is His name….
2. Mary’s high Reverence for God.
1:51-54
He hath showed strength with His arm; He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree.

He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich He hath sent empty away.

He hath holpen His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy;
As He spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to His seed for ever.
C. The Angels' Song Assuring the Shepherds of the Saviour’s birth.
Luke 2:9-12
1. The Angelic Announcement:
2:9, 10

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
2. The Sign of the Saviour Who would be born.
2:11, 12

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
3. The Hymn of the Heavenly Host:
2:13, 14

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
D. Simeon's Song Attesting to the Son and His Salvation.
Luke 2:28-35
Lord, now lettest thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word:
2:29
1. The Reason for Simeon’s Song:
2:30-33

For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel…
2. The Revelation to Mary concerning her Son and her Sufferings:
2:34, 35

And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this Child is set for the fall 
and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against;

(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.
Today, as we Remember the Birth of Christ, let us remember too that He was born to die 
     in order to Redeem us from our sins. 

Mild He lays His glory by Born that man no more may die.
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.
Charles Wes​ley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Here is a write-up regarding the origin of Christmas in Wikipedia:

The precise year of Jesus' birth, which some historians place between 7 and 2 BC, is unknown.  His birth is mentioned in two of the four Canonical Gospels. By the early-to-mid 4th century, the Western Christian Church had placed Christmas on December 25, a date later adopted in the East. The date of Christmas may have initially been chosen to correspond with the day exactly nine months after early Christians believed Jesus to have been conceived, as well as the date of the southern solstice (i.e., the Roman winter solstice), with a sun connection being possible because Christians consider Jesus to be the "Sun of righteousness" prophesied in Malachi 4:2. 
The original date of the celebration in Eastern Christianity was January 6, in connection with Epiphany, and that is still the date of the celebration for the Armenian Apostolic Church and in Armenia, where it is a public holiday. As of 2012, there is a difference of 13 days between the modern Gregorian calendar and the older Julian calendar. Those who continue to use the Julian calendar or its equivalents thus celebrate December 25 and January 6 on what for the majority of the world is January 7 and January 19. For this reason, Ethiopia, Russia, Ukraine, Serbia, the Republic of Macedonia, and the Republic of Moldova celebrate Christmas on what in the Gregorian calendar is January 7; the Church of Greece celebrates Christmas on December 25.

With this confusion regarding the date of Jesus’ birth, and Dec. 25 not really the date when Jesus was born, why do so many Christians in the world still regard the day as such? 
How do you regard this day?
REFLECT.

2. The write-up continues:

The popular celebratory customs associated in various countries with Christmas have a mix of pre-Christian, Christian and secular themes and origins. Popular modern customs of the holiday include gift giving, Christmas music and caroling, an exchange of Christmas cards, church celebrations, a special meal, and the display of various Christmas decorations, including Christmas trees, Christmas lights, nativity scenes, garlands, wreaths, mistletoe, and holly. In addition, several closely related and often interchangeable figures, known as Santa Claus, Father Christmas, Saint Nicholas and Christkind, are associated with bringing gifts to children during the Christmas season and have their own body of traditions and lore. Because gift-giving and many other aspects of the Christmas festival involve heightened economic activity among both Christians and non-Christians, the holiday has become a significant event and a key sales period for retailers and businesses. The economic impact of Christmas is a factor that has grown steadily over the past few centuries in many regions of the world.

Christmas Eve has frequently turned out to be a time of merry-making, partying, drinking, dancing and fun for the world – a prelude to the celebration of Christmas on the next day as described above. But, churches are also taken up with Santa Claus, Christmas trees, Christmas presents, carolling until the early hours of Christmas – caught up also with the fun and frolic of the world. What is sad is that in all these celebrations, supposedly of Jesus Christ’s birthday, Christ is completely left out and perhaps Santa or now Santarina is substituted in His place. 
As a Christian, what does Christmas mean to you? How would you “celebrate” it?
Is it that He was born into this world that He might be born in you?

Is it a holy day? Or is it a holiday?

Yes, what is your understanding of Christmas?
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder:

He was born to die that we may no more die.
My wife and I take this opportunity to wish all of you (and your families):
A Blessed and Meaningful Christmas
