R411 Rumination for 16 December, 2012  
by K.C. Ung
The Theme:  
The day and the Hour
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The Text: Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.  Mt. 24:36
The Thots:
Intro.: Many are waiting with unabated breath the dawn of 21 or 22 December 2012 when they anticipate great phenomenal, transformative Cataclysmic Changes to take place at the end of a 5125-year Cycle and the beginning of a new one in the Mayans Calendar which ironically Contains no predictions except to indicate the Conclusion and the Commencement of a new Cycle. The New Age, Nostradamus, astrologers, Doomsday prophets, gullible and unscriptural Christians, movie directors and a host of charlatans and pseudo-scientists have exploited this date to be the Day of Devastating Disasters, the end of the world, or the commencement of a new age. One just needs to Google 21.12.2012 for more information or misinformation of the topic.

Will 21 December 2012 signal the end of the world?

A. What Does the Bible Say about the Day? 
Be it the Day of Christ’s Coming or the end of the world as mistakenly linked together by some – 
1. No one knows when that Day will Dawn!
Mt. 24:36
Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but My Father only.
2. But Signs are given that we be not Deceived concerned the Day:

Mt. 24:3-8 
a. Tell us…what shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world?

And Jesus answered…Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in My name, 
saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars:
see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.

For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, 
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows.
b. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage…and knew not until the flood came, 
and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

Mt. 24:38, 39

B. What Days must Dawn Before that Day?
1. The Day of Rapture when Christ Returns for His Saints.
I Thes. 4:16, 17 cf. Jn. 14:3
For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven…and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.


2. The Day when Christ comes to Reward His Servants at His Judgment Seat.
  Rom. 14:10; II Cor. 5:10
a. The Day of Christ.

Phil. 1:10 (NIV)
i. That you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ,
ii. Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ…

Phil. 2:16

b. The Day of Jesus Christ/Christ Jesus.

Phil. 1:6 (NIV)
He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ (Christ Jesus)

c. The Day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I Cor. 1:8
Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
3. The Day of the Lord when He metes out Retribution to Sinners and Reigns in Peace –
a. Its Commencement:

Zech. 14:1-4, 9, 16, 17
Behold, the day of the LORD cometh…I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle…
Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations…
And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and His name one.
b. The Conditions for the day to Commence:

II Thes. 2:2b-4, NIV
Saying that the day of the Lord has already come. Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, 
for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 
c. Its Consummation:

II Pet. 3:10
The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night…the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up

4. The Day of God when He will Conflagrate the old and Create a new heaven and earth. II Pet. 3:12, 13
Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens 
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
Thus bringing to an End this Present World!
C. The Challenge to Be prepared for that Day.
1. For the Day of the Lord and the Day of God. (See Reflections for the Week #1)

II Pet. 3:11-18
2. For the Lord’s Day and the Lord’s Supper.
Rev. 1:10; 
I Cor. 1:20, 28, 29

Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, 
not discerning the Lord's body.

Again the Lord’s own day is here, The day to Christian people dear,


As, week by week, it bids them tell How Jesus rose from death and hell.
T à Kemp​i
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. If 21 December, 2012 really signaled the end of the world as some of the Doomsday Prophets proclaim and some gullible Christians even believe such deception, then what is the point of buying up and storing provisions against that day as advised by these people? Can one take these provisions past the end of the world?
Is it not more meaningful to pay heed to Peter’s warning to all believers concerning the sure dawning of the Day of the Lord, the Coming of Christ and the end of the age, as recorded in his epistle? –
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire?

But, in accordance with His promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by Him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, speaking of this as he does in all his letters.
II Pet. 3:11-16, NRSV
On the other hand if you are a Christian believer, you do not look for the end of the world, or the day of the Lord or the Day of God, but you should be looking for the day when He will return to rapture you into heaven in the twinkling of an eye to be with Him forevermore in heaven in a home prepared for you. 
Who would you rather believe – the Doomsday Prophets or Peter and Paul?
REFLECT.

2. 21 December 2012 is a significant date and 2012 is a significant year as it comes to an end in a few days’ time. Perhaps we need to pay attention to Revelation 2012 (20:12) too? –
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.

If you are not a Christian, remember that the Bible says in Heb. 9:27: -

It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.

The appointed judgment is the one referred to in Rev. 20:12 (2012?). In this judgment, no one facing it can escape because all will be pronounced guilty for two reasons – what is written in the Books of works and what is not written in the Book of life, viz. the person’s guilty transgressions in the former and the absence of his/her name in the Lamb’s Book of Life respectively.  Rev. 20:12-15:
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.

Negatively – their names are not in the Lamb’s Book of Life;

Positively – they will be condemned by their works which can never save them:

[For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:


Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Eph. 2:8, 9]
And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.


And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

As we come to the end of 2012, are you prepared for Revelation 2012?




REFLECT
Points to Ponder:
Revelation 2012 warns of Hell; Reverse 21 in 211212 to Romans 1212 and be filled with Hope.
