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The Theme:  Divine Hands
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The Text: 
Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save.

Isa. 59:1

The Thots: 

A. God’s Hand in Salvation – it is not Shortened that It cannot Save.
Isa. 59:1
Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear.

To make us understand, the Lord speaks in human terms and refers to human parts of the body to demonstrate..
1. That He hears – neither His ear heavy, that He cannot hear

a. The Lord Promised the Psalmist:
Psa. 91:15

He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; 
I will deliver him, and honour him.
b. The Lord Challenged His people to Call upon Him:
Psa. 94:9

He that planted the ear, shall He not hear? He that formed the eye, shall He not see?
c. However, there are times when He will not hear:
Isa. 59:2

But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, 

and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear.

2. In Any and All occasions the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save.
Isa. 59:1
a. The Call: As for me, I will call upon God; and the LORD shall save me.
Psa. 55:16

b. The Condition: If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.
Psa. 66:18
B. Divine Hands Are Safe and Secure – the Saved cannot Get Lost.
Jn. 10:28-30

1. Our Salvation in Him is Secure – I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish.
10:28
2. We are doubly Secure, being Surrounded by the Father’s and the Son’s hands.


a. Neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.

10:28
b. No man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand.

10:29
3. We are Sealed by Divine Hands and by the Spirit.
a. I and my Father are one.
Jn. 10:30

b. Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,
Eph. 1:13, NIV
C. Christ’s Hand is ready to Stretch out to those who are Sinking.
Mt. 14:30-32

1. God’s Hands are ever ready to Sustain us in our Christian Walk.
Deut. 33:27

The eternal God is thy Refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.

2. The Lord is ever ready to Stretch forth His hand to Save us when we “Sink”.
Mt. 14:30, 31

When he [Peter] saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, 

He cried, saying, Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and caught him.

3. We Sink when we take our Sight off Him.
a. Peter was actually Walking on the Sea when he fixed his eyes on Jesus!
Mt. 14:28, 29
And Peter answered Him and said, Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.

And He said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, 
he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.

b. However, Peter Sank when He took His Sight off Jesus to look at the Wind and Waves! Mt. 14:30

But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink.
c. Jesus was ready to Save him from Sinking. Peter should have Faith and look on the Face of Jesus

instead of on the Surface of the boisterous Sea.
Mt. 14:31

Immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and caught him, and said unto him,
O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?
D. Christ’s Hands with the nail prints are the Signs of His Identity. 

1. When He had so said, He showed unto them His hands and His side. 
Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.
Jn. 20:20

2. The other disciples therefore said unto him [Thomas], We have seen the Lord. 
But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.
Jn. 20:25
3. Then saith He  [Jesus] to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; 
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing.
Jn. 20:27
The hands that were pierced for me,
Were pierced that my Lord might see,
Redemption complete at my dear Savior’s feet,


Those hands they were pierced for me.
Will O. Jones, 
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

1. Can a Christian lose his/her salvation?
The following answer is taken from a website:

It is clear that if a person turns back to the old mind, loving this world and enjoying their lusts, then they lose their salvation. Such a mind does not fit into the kingdom of heaven. However, if they truly repent and turn back to God, they can regain their salvation, but then they have also lost precious time where they could have been growing in the virtues.
http://www.brunstad.org/en/salvation/can-a-christian-lose-salvation?gclid=CIzGkozf7rMCFUx66wod3kEA3A
From the above, it seems that a person can go in and out of salvation depending on his/her spiritual condition. Do you agree with the above?
How do some commentators handle this basic text from our Rumination?

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one. 
Jn. 10:28-30

While it is true that the Father and the Son have us in their hands or as some may put it, hold us in Their hands, yet we may be the ones who may let go of the divine hands and therefore be lost.
Do you agree with these commentators? Are you sure of your salvation?
REFLECT.

2. John 20:20, 25, 27
· When He had so said, He showed unto them His hands and His side. 

Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.

Jn. 20:20

· The other disciples therefore said unto him [Thomas], We have seen the Lord. 

But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.


Jn. 20:25

· Then saith He  [Jesus] to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; 

and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing.

Jn. 20:27

Today do you need physical and material proof and evidence before you can ever believe in Jesus? Do you believe in Paul’s statement that we walk by faith, not by sight? (II Cor. 5:7)

While Thomas was blessed with what he saw of Jesus and confessed indeed that He was indeed his God and Lord, Jesus promised a greater blessing to those who do not get to see Him and yet have believed:

And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.
Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: 

blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
Jn. 20:28, 29

Are you enjoying Jesus’ promised Blessing of Believing?
Are you now walking by faith week by week, day by day and moment by moment? 
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way


To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.
John H. Sam​mis

REFLECT
Points to Ponder:
A Soul Secure in the Lord’s Hands is more secure than even what Fort Knox can ever offer.
