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The Theme:  Though…yet
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The Text: 
Christ Jesus, Who, though He was in the form of God…but [yet] emptied Himself, 

taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.

Phil. 2:5-7. NRSV
The Thots: 

A. The Deity and Humanity of Jesus.
Phil. 2:5-7
1. The Deity of Jesus – though He was in the form of God…
Phil. 2:5, 6, NRSV

a. I and My Father are one.
Jn. 10:30
b. That they may be one, even as We are one.
Jn. 17:22
2. The Humanity of Jesus – [yet] emptied Himself…being born in human likeness.
Phil. 2:7, NRSV

a. The Word was Made flesh, and dwelt among us.
Jn. 1:14a

b. Great is the Mystery of godliness: God was Manifest in the flesh.
I Tim. 3:16
c. Jesus was Made Man –

i. Man was made a little lower than the angels:

What is man...? Thou madest him a little lower than the angels.
Heb. 2:6. 7

ii. And Jesus…was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death.
Heb. 2:9

He was truly Man. 
Indeed, He was truly God and truly Man!
Being such, He was the perfect Mediator between God and Man. 
I Tim. 2:5

There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.
B. The Deity and Humility of Jesus,
Heb. 5:7
Though He were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which He suffered.
1. The Deity of Jesus – though He was the Son of God, the Second Person in the Deity…Col. 2:9

For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

2. The Humility of Jesus – yet learned He obedience.
a. He had to put right the Disobedience of one man, Adam.
Rom. 5:19a
For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners…
b. Thus, He had to Discipline Himself to learn obedience as Man – 
Phil. 2:8
As a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death. even the death of the cross. 
So by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 
Rom. 5:19b
C. The Majesty and Magnanimity of Jesus.
II Cor. 8:9
For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, 
yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.
1. His Majestic Riches:
a. His Celestial and Creative Riches – though He was rich…
Psa. 8:3, 4

When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, 

which Thou hast ordained; What is man, that Thou art mindful of him?...
b. His Terrestrial and Territorial Riches:
Psa. 50:10-12
For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.

I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are Mine.

If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is Mine, and the fulness thereof. 
2. His Magnanimous Reaching out to us: 
a. The Poverty and Paucity of Jesus – yet for your sakes He became poor.
She brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
Lk. 2:7
Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay His head.
Mk. 8:20
b. The Purpose for the Poverty of Jesus – that ye through His poverty might be rich. 
II Cor. 8:9c
That ye may know…what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.
Eph. 1:18

That…He might show the exceeding riches of His grace…toward us through Christ Jesus.  2:7

D. The Blessing of Believing Him Whom we do not see.
Jn. 20:29
Jesus saith…Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed:
blessed are they that [though they]  have not seen, and yet have believed.

1. Today though we do not see Him at His table, yet we receive the blessing of remembering Him.


Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
I Pet. 1:8
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come. I Cor. 11:26
2. But one day we shall see Him and we shall be like Him!

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.

 We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a wonder?


Therefore praise God evermore Here on earth and yonder. 
Ur​ban Lang​hans,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 408
 “Though” or “although” often refers to circumstances that may be contrary to what we expect or as one dictionary defines it as “in spite of the fact that” which can also be summarised as “however.”
“Yet” usually follows “though” to demonstrate that despite anything to the contrary (usually following a concession), one is still prepared to go through such circumstance because one looks beyond the present or coming circumstances to achieve a goal that is better and higher.

For instance, consider the following two examples:

1. Moses.
Heb. 11:24-27

By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.
The above could be stated in the following way:

Though Moses had the privilege and honour to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter and lived as a prince in pleasure in the palace…

Yet he refused to do so because he reckoned such lifestyle of enjoying the pleasures of sin could only last a short time.

Hence, he decided to side and suffer with God’s people because he was looking forward to a greater and better life beyond these earthly, material pleasures and treasures to the eternal reward that he would receive in heaven which would be far better.
Are you going through difficult circumstances at the moment because of your refusal to compromise your Christian standards to follow others in doing what is not morally right for which you now may lose an opportunity of a promotion or a privilege that will entitle you to a better lifestyle or perhaps for something materially better? 
Then you must consider both the end and the means. It does not mean that so long as you can achieve what you want you can ignore completely the morality of the means because to you the end justifies the means. For the end to be good; the means must also be good.
REFLECT.

2. Paul’s statement:
II Cor. 4:16 

For which cause we faint not; but 
though our outward man perish, 

yet the inward man is renewed day by day.

Today men and women pay great attention to their physical appearance which fades with time, while ignoring the priorities of their spiritual needs which can be strengthened with age. Consider the amount of money spent by some men and women to maintain their personal beauty which fades with time when that same amount can supply the basic needs of thousands just to maintain life and living at their minimum in developing countries. 
The following is compiled by Worldwatch Institute at their website:

 http://www.worldwatch.org/node/764
Matters of Scale - Spending Priorities

	Amount of money needed each year (in addition to current expenditures) to provide reproductive health care for all women in developing  countries
	 $12 billion

	Amount of money spent annually on perfumes in Europe and the U.S.
	    $12 billion

	Amount of money needed each year (in addition to current expenditures) to provide water and sanitation for all people in developing nations
	    $9 billion

	Amount of money spent annually on cosmetics in the United States
	    $8 billion


Sources: U.N. Development Programme (UNDP), Human Development Report 1998 (
New York: Oxford University Press, 1998), pages 30 through 37.

Published in World Watch Magazine, January/February 1999, Volume 12, No. 1
Where do your priorities lie?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder:
Though the end of the outer man over time is to ultimately perish, 
yet the end of the inner man when spiritually nurtured matures with age.
