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The Theme:  The Corn of Wheat
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The Text: 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die,


 it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.
Jn. 12:24
The Thots:


A. The Corn of wheat - The Seed must be Selectively chosen. 
1. Consider the seed Promised to the Woman. (Also Contrast the Serpent’s Seed.)
Gen. 3:15

I will put enmity between thee [the Serpent] and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.
2. The Seed was a Pedigree of Abraham:
Heb. 2:16

For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham.
3. The Seed was singled out in the Person of Christ.
Gal. 3:16

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; 
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.

B. Fall into the Ground: - This Special Seed must be Sown in the ground for it to grow to bear fruit.
1. This Special Seed was the Coequal with God Who became Man.

a. The Man that is My Fellow, saith the LORD of hosts:
Zech. 13:7
b. Being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,

…being made in human likeness, and being found in appearance as a man.
Phil. 2:6-8
2. He Came down from heaven to be born of Human flesh.
a. The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.
Jn. 1:14

b. Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh.
I Tim. 3:16
c. Jesus, Who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death.
Heb. 2:9
C. And Die: - The Seed must first die in order to Germinate and Grow into a plant.
Rom. 5:6, 8, 10
1. For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

2. But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
3. For…when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son…
D. It abideth alone: If not, the seed will Remain what it is and it will Rot.
1. And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.
I Cor. 15:14

2. And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.
I Cor. 15:17

E. But if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. When the Seed dies, a new life Springs up.
…much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
Rom. 5:10
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;

He was buried, and…He rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 
I Cor. 15:3, 4

1. The seed grows into a plant and produces its First Fruit.

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the Firstfruits of them that slept.
I Cor. 15:20

2. This first fruit leads to the bearing of still more fruit.

Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His coming.
I Cor. 15:23
Summary: First the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.
Mk. 4:28b


After the Corn of Wheat falls to the ground and dies, then springs up…
(1) The Blade: The Resurrected Christ.

(2) The Ear: The Redeemed Church.

(3) The Full Corn in the ear: The Consummation of the Church in Christ.
Meanwhile, until the full corn in the ear like wheat that springs up green is fully Ripe and Reaped, 

let us Remember Him Who loved us and gave His life to Redeem us that we may have the prospect of a Resurrection to be with Him forevermore. 
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, Wheat that in the dark earth many years has lain;

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.

In the grave they laid Him, Love whom we had slain, Thinking that He’d never wake to life again,

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.
Up He sprang at Easter, like the risen grain, He that for three days in the grave had lain;
Up from the dead my risen Lord is seen: Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.
When our hearts are saddened, grieving or in pain, By Your touch You call us back to life again;
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.
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1. Often the imagery of a growing plant is used to exhort and encourage a Christian believer in his/her walk of faith in the Lord on this earth.

When he/she received Christ into his/her heart, the seed of the Gospel is sown there.

For the seed to grow, the seed must send its roots deep into good receptive soil. It is only then that the seed will germinate and the Christian will grow in his/her faith in the Lord.

Here are three “soils” that the Christian needs to allow his/her roots to sink deep into for him/her to grow in his/her Christian faith and to go on in his/her Christian walk, viz.

a)  Be Rooted in Christ.
Col. 3:6, 7

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him:

Rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with thanksgiving.
b) Be Rooted in the Word – the law of the Lord.
Psa. 1:1-3

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day 
and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; 
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
c)
Be Rooted in Love.
Eph. 3:16-

That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; 
that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.
For you to grow as a Christian, your roots need to go deep into the above “soils”.

Go over the scriptures and reflect what you need to do to be thus grounded and rooted.


REFLECT.

2. For a plant or a tree to grow well, it must be deep-rooted (if it has a main root) or well-grounded with its fibrous roots well spread out. And we know it is healthy because of its leaves, flowers (if it is a flowering plant) and fruits (if it is fruit-bearing).  
The Lord Jesus in teaching the importance of fruit-bearing refers to the Grape-vine 
(Jn. 15:5-8).  He says:

I am the Vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing.

To bear fruit in our Christian life one needs to abide in Him. Among the ways by which we can abide in Him are the three mentioned above. And what fruit will we be expected to bear? Among the fruits that we can bear is indeed the fruit of the Spirit, viz. 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law (Gal. 5:22, 23).
Are you a fruit-bearing Christian?

Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh away: And every branch 
that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. (Jn. 15:2)

I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing. (Jn. 15:5, 8)
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:
For a plant to grow upwards and bear fruit, it must grow downwards.

