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The Theme:  He is Lord.
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The Text: 
It is the Lord.

Jn. 21:7
The Thots:
 

A. The Two Disciples on the road to Emmaus could not recognise the Lord.
Lk. 24:13-16
And, behold, two of them went…to a village called Emmaus...while they communed together…Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them but their eyes were holden that they should not know Him.

1. They thought He was a Stranger in Jerusalem.
24:18
Cleopas, answering said unto Him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem?
2. They only recognised Jesus Subsequent to …

a. His opening to them the Scriptures.
24:27, 32 cf. 45
Beginning at Moses…He expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.
And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us…while He opened to us the scriptures?

b. His Sitting at meat with them and breaking bread with them.
24:30, 31
He took bread…blessed it…brake, and gave to them….And their eyes were opened, and they knew Him.

3. By the time they knew Him, he had gone out of their Sight!
24:31
And their eyes were opened, and they knew Him; and He vanished out of their sight.

B. Mary Magdalene could not Recognise the Lord.
Jn. 20:15, 16
1. She Sobbed when she could not find the body of Jesus.
20:13, 15
Woman, why weepest thou?...they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him.
2. Then she Saw Jesus, but could not recognise Him.
20:14
She turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.
3. She Supposed Jesus to be the Gardener asked Him to find His body for her.
20:15
She, supposing Him to be the Gardener, saith unto Him, Sir…tell me where Thou hast laid Him.
4. She could only recognise Him when He called her by name – Jesus saith unto her, Mary.
20:16
And she acknowledged Him as Rabboni; which is to say, Master.
5. Later she was Stopped from holding Him back. He had to return and report to His God and Father.

"Do not hold on to Me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 
'I am returning to My Father and your Father, to My God and your God.'"
20:17, NIV
C. Thomas did not want to believe the Lord.
Jn. 20:19-28

1. Ten disciples (Thomas absent) Recognised Jesus by the prints in His hands and side.
20:19, 20, 24

He showed unto them His hands and His side, then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.

2. Later Thomas Refused to believe when told that they had seen the Lord;
20:25

We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.

3.  A week later, Jesus Reappeared in the presence of Thomas. The Lord said to him:
20:26, 27

Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: 
and be not faithless, but believing.

4. Thomas Responded, and said unto Him, “My Lord and my God”.
20:28, 29
Because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

D. The Fishing Disciples could not Recognise the Lord.
Jn. 21:3-7
1. The Disappointed Disciples saw Jesus Standing on the Shore but knew Him not.
21:3, 4

Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They went forth…and that night they caught nothing.
Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

2. Jesus Commanded them to Cast their net on the other side. 
21:6a

And He said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. 
3. Then they saw the Miracle of catching a Multitude of fishes.
21:6b

They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.

4. John Realised that it must be Jesus and Responded:
21:7

Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord.
5. Then at the Lord’s invitation to Dine, all Decidedly acknowledge that He was the Lord.
21:12

Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask Him, 
Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.
’Tis the Lord! O wondrous story! ’Tis the Lord! the King of glory!

At His feet we humbly fall, Crown Him! crown Him, Lord of all! 
B. R. Han​by,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 401
1. At first sight, the disciples (including the Eleven) and Mary Magdalene could not recognise the Resurrected Jesus.  The hearts of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus were burning within them (Lk. 24:32) when the Lord opened up the scriptures to them. But it was after He had taken bread, broken it and given it to them that they really recognised Him. (Lk. 24:30, 31)
For Mary, it was His familiar voice calling out her name, “Mary”.  She at once responded with “Rabboni” which means, ‘Master’ or ‘Teacher’. Would the connotation embrace the idea of Lord as well?

For the disappointed disciples who caught no fish in their initial outing, it was the miracle of the multitudes of fish they caught subsequent to heeding the Lord’s command that opened John’s eyes. He then told Peter, “It is the Lord”.  (Jn. 21:7)
For the other disciples (Lk. 24:39-43; Jn. 21:20) it was “Behold My hands and My feet” (Lk. 24:39) that opened their minds and eyes to recognise the Lord. 
For Thomas, it was the Lord’s challenge: “Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing” (Jn. 20:27) that changed his whole life.

The respective responses of the above when they recognised the Lord were:

· Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 
Jn. 20:16
· My Lord and my God.


Jn. 20:28
· It is the Lord. 



Jn. 21:7
For the present we can know Him through the Scriptures as they speak of Him. Perhaps we can know Him too in the breaking of bread as we remember and “see” the body pierced and bruised, and the blood shed for us in the symbols of the bread and cup. 

Can you recognise the Lord when you see Him?  What do you think He looks like?
Surely He cannot be the one portrayed by the artist in his imagination.

Cf. Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, 
and they also which pierced Him. (Rev. 1:7)

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like Him; 
for we shall see Him as he is. (I Jn. 3:2)
REFLECT
2. What will your response be when you see Him?

And now, little children, abide in him; that, when He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. (I Jn. 2:28)

Is it going to be:

· Rabboni; which is to say, Master?
Jn. 20:16
· My Lord and my God?

Jn. 20:28
· It is the Lord?



Jn. 21:7
Or some other response more personal – marked with Joy 
or even maybe marked with Shame?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder:
To Acclaim It is the Lord! at His coming, we must know Him as Lord of our Lives now.

