R396 Rumination for 02 September, 2012  
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
The Stranger

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
This is the ordinance of the passover: There shall no stranger eat thereof.
 Exo. 12:43

The Thots:
 
A. The Stranger, the Sinner cannot eat at the Table.
1. Jewish priests who Served at the Tabernacle have no right to eat at the Altar. 
Heb. 13:10

We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.
They have no right to eat at the Lord’s Table which is only for those in the body of Christ. I Cor. 10:16
2. Gentiles, Strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world – 
They have no right to eat of the Passover.
Eph. 2:11, 12b cf. Exo. 12:43
They also have no right to eat at the Lord’s Table.

I Cor. 10:21

But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: 
and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils. Ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.
B. The Stranger, the Saviour and the Shepherd.
1. Jesus, the Stranger:
a. To the Sheep on Jesus’ Right hand at the Judgment of nations…
Mt. 25:32-35
i. The Sheep Asked: When saw we Thee a Stranger, and took Thee in?

25:38
ii. Jesus Answered: I was an hungered, and ye gave Me meat: I was thirsty, 

and ye gave Me drink: I was a Stranger, and ye took Me in.

25:35
b. To the Goats on Jesus’ Left hand:
Mt. 25:41-44
i. The Goats Asked: Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a Stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto Thee? 

25:44

ii. Jesus Answered: I was a Stranger, and ye took Me not in: naked, and ye clothed Me not. 25:43

c. Cleopas on the Emmaus road Enquired of Jesus: Art thou only a Stranger in Jerusalem, 
and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?
Lk. 24:18
d. To Jesus’ own Sheep, He was no Stranger:
Jn. 10:4, 5
When He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth before them, and the sheep follow Him: 


for they know His voice… a stranger will they not follow…for they know not the voice of strangers.

2. Jesus, the Saviour.
a. He is the Saviour of the Jew.

Rom. 1:16c

The gospel…is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew…
b. He is the Saviour of the Gentile – then for the Gentile.
Rom. 1:16d, NIV
c. In Him, there is neither Jew nor Gentile.
I Cor. 12:13
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles…

There is neither Jew nor Greek [Gentile]… for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
Gal. 3:28
d. He has brought the two to be one in Him. 
Eph. 2:12-14

That at that time ye were without Christ, being…strangers from the covenants of promise…

But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off (Gentiles) are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
For He…hath made both (Jews & Gentiles) one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.
3. Jesus, the Shepherd.

Jn. 10:11
a. He is the good Shepherd Who gave His life for the sheep.
Jn. 10:11, 14, 15
I am the good Shepherd: the good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep. 


As the Father knoweth Me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down My life for the sheep.

b. He gave His life for the Gentiles (other sheep) outside the Jewish Fold.

10:16a

And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold (Gk. Aule = fold): them also I must bring.
c. He would bring them into His Flock that both may be one in the same Flock.

10:16b

They shall hear My voice; and there shall be one fold (Gk. Poimne = flock), and one shepherd.

[Note: The Jews were in a Fold, kept in by the perimeter of laws and ordinances. A Fold has no Centre.

Jesus’ Sheep were kept in a Flock drawn to the Shepherd. The Flock has a Centre, but no Perimeter.]
d. Both will no more Follow any other Stranger who is not their Shepherd.

10:5

A stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.

C. The Sheep and the Saints.


Now both Jews and Gentiles are no more Strangers with one another and with the Saviour. 


Both are therefore…


1. no more Foreigners; but Fellow-citizens with the saints.
Eph. 2:19a
2. in One Family – of the household of God…
Eph. 2:19b, 20
built upon the Foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone
3. in one Fold: and there shall be one fold, and one Shepherd. 
Jn. 10:16
4. in One Body – that He might reconcile both unto God in one body
Eph. 2:16

5. One Bread – The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? I Cor. 10:16b, 17
For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread. 
He showed me His hand and His riven side, And He whispered, “It was for thee!”

My burden fell off at the piercèd feet Of the Stranger from Galilee.
Leila N. Morris
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R 396
The Stranger of Galilee

In fancy I stood by the shore, one day, Of the beautiful murm’ring sea;
I saw the great crowds as they thronged the way Of the Stranger of Galilee;
I saw how the man who was blind from birth, In a moment was made to see;
The lame was made whole by the matchless skill Of the Stranger of Galilee.

Refrain

And I felt I could love Him forever, So gracious and tender was He!
I claimed Him that day as my Savior, This Stranger of Galilee.

\

His look of compassion, His words of love, They shall never forgotten be;
When sin sick and helpless He saw me there, This Stranger of Galilee;
He showed me His hand and His riven side, And He whispered, “It was for thee!”
My burden fell off at the piercèd feet Of the Stranger from Galilee.

Refrain

I heard Him speak peace to the angry waves, Of that turbulent, raging sea;
And lo! at His word are the waters stilled, This Stranger of Galilee;
A peaceful, a quiet, and holy calm, Now and ever abides with me;
He holdeth my life in His mighty hands, This Stranger of Galilee.

Refrain

Come ye who are driven, and tempest tossed, And His gracious salvation see;
He’ll quiet life’s storms with His “Peace, be still!” This Stranger of Galilee;
He bids me to go and the story tell— What He ever to you will be,
If only you let Him with you abide, This Stranger of Galilee.

Oh, my friend, won’t you love Him forever? So gracious and tender is He!
Accept Him today as your Savior, This Stranger of Galilee.


Leila N. Morris
1. Meditate on the lyrics above and recall how this Stranger of Galilee came into your life. 
Will you still be able to say the words in the refrain:
And I felt I could love Him forever, So gracious and tender was He!
I claimed Him that day as my Savior, This Stranger of Galilee?

I felt I could love Him forever.

Peter said almost the same words when he left all and followed Jesus. Lk. 18:28

But then later he forsook Jesus. Mt. 26:56
And Jesus had to ask him three times, “Lovest thou Me more than these?” Jn. 21:15-17
What is your answer if He asks you the same question He asked Peter now?
REFLECT
2. The two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Lk. 24:13-33) had heard of Jesus. 
In all probability they might even know of Jesus. They were certainly acquainted with the Messiah of the Old Testament Scripture.  Yes, they would know who Jesus was as they also knew that He was crucified. But when they came face to face with Jesus, (Lk. 24:16, 18)…
And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. But their eyes were holden that they should not know him…And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?
A disciple of Jesus may know of Him from the Bible, hear of Him being preached in church, profess Him as Saviour and even confess Him in the waters of baptism, 
yet He may be a Stranger in the disciple’s personal relationship and experience with Him.

Do you know Him in the way Paul desires to know Him (Phil. 3:10):

That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death?
REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: 
While we are no more Strangers with the Saints, let not Christ be a Stranger to us. (Lk. 24:18)  
