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The Theme: 
the One Between
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The Text: 
There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus; 
Rev. 19:16
The Thots:
 
A. And he stood between the dead and the living.
Num. 16:48
1. The Dead and the Living.

a. The Literal Dead.

i. Who were the dead?

Num. 16:1, 2, 31-35 

· Korah – a Kohathite: the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi.

· Dathan and Abiram – the Reubenites: the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben.

· ​250 other Israelite leaders – with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown:
ii. Why were they dead?


· They Strived against the Leadership of Moses and Aaron. They opined…
Num. 16:3
· Aaron was no better than anyone else.
· Everyone in Israel had been chosen of the Lord.

· They did not have to obey someone who raised himself above others.


· They Sought the priesthood – seek ye the priesthood also?
Num. 16:10
They did nor Reckon that it was the Lord who appointed Aaron.
    Cf. 16:5b
iii. How did they die?

Num. 16:31-33
The ground clave asunder that was under them: And the earth opened her mouth, 
and swallowed them up…and all the men…went down alive into the pit, 
and the earth closed upon them: and they perished from among the congregation.
b. The Living Dead – Those who survived and still rebelled against God.
Num. 16:41

They were living but were potentially dead for their rebellion.

i. Their Complaint – But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the LORD.
ii. God would Consume them – 

Num. 16:45

Get you up from among this congregation, that I may consume them as in a moment.

iii. The Command to make atonement for the Congregation:
Num. 16:46
Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the altar, 
and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make an atonement for them: 
for there is wrath gone out from the LORD; the plague is begun.

2. Aaron between the Dead and the Living.
Num. 16:48
Aaron stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed.

B. Neither is there any daysman betwixt us that might lay his hand upon us both.
Job 9:33
1. The Definition of the “Daysman”

a. Its Connotation – a mediator (cf. I Tim. 2:5); an arbitrator, an umpire; a referee; one who stands in a judicial capacity between two parties and decides on the merits of their arguments or case in law.
b. Its Concept – someone who understands both parties and can draw them together.

2. Job’s Desire for a Daysman…
a. He wanted a Daysman to judge between his own claims and what God was doing to him.
b. But he could not Deny the fact that there was no man able to fulfil this role.
3. Job wanted a judge that might lay his hand upon us both, i.e. God and Job.

a. The Eastern Custom – A judge would lay his hands upon the heads of the two parties in disagreement.
b. This Emphasised Commitment – The act stressed his capacity to render an unbiased verdict.

c. The Endless Conclusion – It had to remain Job’s unfulfilled desire.

No man was Capable of such role – who could ever lay hands on God?  Job had to wait!
C. For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.  I Tim. 2:5
1. The Ultimate Mediator – the Man Christ Jesus.
I Tim. 2:5

He was truly God and truly Man. Only He could lay hands on God and Job metaphorically speaking.

2. The Unique Mediator – the Man Who is God.
I Tim. 2:6, NIV
He qualified as Man’s Adjudicator and Advocate for He gave Himself a ransom for all 
--this was attested at the right time.
Cf. I Jn. 2:1, 2
Con.: The Bread and the Cup are ever the media that Remind us of our Lord’s death for us 



to Reconcile us to God. Let nothing come between Him and us in our Remembrance of Him.
Nothing between, dear Jesus, Nothing between;


O come in love so near us, Nothing between, Nothing between.



A. I. Chap­man
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 394
1. The chief complaints that made Korah, Dathan and Abiram together with 250 others 
to murmur against the leadership of Moses and Aaron, especially the latter,
as stated below,

Num. 16:3

They gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them, 
Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, 
and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD?

could be summarized as follows:

· Aaron was no better than anyone else.

· Everyone in Israel had been chosen of the Lord.

· They did not have to obey someone who raised himself above others.


Can this be similar to objections in the context of church order that in a church congregation all members are royal and spiritual priests (I Pet. 2:5, 9) and all members being “equal” in the body of Christ, there should be no one “appointed” above the rest?

Thus, the objection to an ecclesiastical order with a pope or archbishop at the top, cardinals or bishops, etc. down the “ladder” even down to a “pastor” or “priest” as distinctly above the rest of the congregation.

What about the elders in a local church whose members are obliged to obey – 

Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. (Heb. 13:17)

The difference basically is that the former group is appointed by men while the latter group is appointed by the Holy Spirit, 

Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers [elders, Acts 20:7], to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with His own blood. (Acts 20:28) and recognised today when they fulfil the qualifications of 
I Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9; I Pet. 5:1-5. 
While rejecting the man-appointed ecclesiastical hierarchy on one hand, are you prepared to submit yourself to the Spirit-appointed biblical eldership in the church where there is any on the other?

REFLECT.

2. Sometime it may be that our fears of the future trouble us.  We are fearful of what the future may bring – the trials and tribulations that may come our way, the uncertainties and the unknowns that may befall us, the loneliness when left to ourselves, the sicknesses that we may fall prey to, etc.  We may even doubt our final salvation and deliverance from sin allowing death and the devil to crown our fears of the future. We need then to pay heed to this assurance:
Rom. 8:31-39

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 
Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.

Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, 
Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession for us.

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?...
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us.

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Do not allow the fear of the morrow to overcome our fear of the Lord; let not these fears come between us and our Lord to rob us from being blessed with His best. 
REFLECT.

Points to Ponder: 

Our Lord is our Adjudicator to stand between God and us, 

and our Advocate to stand by us against the Accuser of the Brethren.
