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The Theme: Save thysef, if thou be…
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The Text: 
Save Thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.
Mt. 27:40
The Thots:
The Lord had been challenged a number of times to save Himself and come down from the cross 
to prove that He was Who He claimed to be so that they could believe Him.
A. The Challenge to prove the Lord’s Credentials…
1. By those who Passed by His cross to prove He was the Son of God.
Mt, 27:39, 40

If Thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.
· He need not have to, because God the Father had Publicly declared Him so:
Mt. 3:17

Lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased
2. By the chief Priests with the scribes and elders to prove He was the King of Israel.  Mt. 27:41, 42
He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, 
let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him.
Cp. The soldiers also mocked Him to prove He was the King of the Jews:
Lk. 23:36, 37

And saying, If Thou be the King of the Jews, save Thyself.

· He need not have to, because Pilate had already confirmed it with Him:
Mt. 27:11

Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked Him, saying, 
Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest.
Later, Pilate publicly declared Him to be such
Mt. 27:37:

And set up over His head His accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
3. By one of the two Prisoners on the cross to prove He was the Christ (the Messiah).
Lk. 23:39
One of the malefactors which were hanged railed on Him, saying, If Thou be Christ, save Thyself and us.
· He need not have to, because Peter had publicly declared Him to be so.
Mt. 16:16

And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.
B. The Challenge for the Lord to Come down from the Cross.
Mt. 12:40, 42; Mk. 15:30
If Thou be… come down from the cross.
This would prove His Claim to be what He said He was and therefore able
to save Himself and to save them, so thought His enemies Then they would believe Him.
If Jesus were to Oblige them…
1. Then He would not ’Onour His Father’s Love to Commend it to Sinners.
Rom. 5:8

Sinners like them would not be Saved!
God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
2. Then He would not be Obedient unto the death of the cross for Him to Substitute Man.
Phil. 2:8

Being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.
3. Then He would not Overcome death to rise again to demonstrate His power over it. 
I Cor. 15:54-57
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God,
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

and Sinners would still be in their Sins and there will be no hope for them.
I Cor. 15:14, 17, 18

And if Christ be not risen…your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.


Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.

Christ did not come down from the cross,
He remained there to the very end though the taunts be ever so gross –
That was the only way – for Him to go all the way!
God the Father even had to forsake Him
As He died, all alone for our sin.

Thanks be unto God that this perfect spotless Lamb,
As Sacrifice, Satisfied all God’s righteous demands.

God thus righteously raised Him from the dead



And we remember Him this day with this cup and bread.
KC Ung
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 391
1. When we raise our “If’s” with God, we doubt His credentials. 
We doubt the Person that He claims to be and the character that He is. 

Hence the oft-repeated “If Thou art…” is followed by what we expect of Him to do for us, if He is Who He claims to be. Such was the attitude of the Lord’s enemies as pointed out in the Rumination. They doubted Who He was and what He could do.

Sometimes the “if” can be more subtle as was the case when the Devil tempted the Lord in the wilderness. Twice He used it on the Lord:-

a)   If Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.
Mt. 4:3

b)  If Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down: for it is written, He shall give 

His angels charge concerning Thee: and in their hands they shall bear Thee up, 
lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a stone.
Mt. 4:6

He tried to sidetrack the Lord from His mission of going to the cross in order to do His bidding instead.
In both responses, the Lord referred to God’ Written Word and how He would trust and obey it rather than succumb to the Devil’s temptation and demonstrate His credentials in the way the Devil wanted Him to, to save Himself.
In response to the Devil’s temptation, He replied:

· It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
Mt. 4:4

· It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.
Mt. 4:7

In both instances, the Lord based His replies on the Word.

He came to this earth to do the Will of His Father contained in the Word and to fulfil it:

Then I said, 'Here I am--it is written about Me in the scroll—

I have come to do Your will, O God.'"
Heb. 10:7

Often we doubt God and ask “If Thou…”. Then we select an attribute of His and ask Him to prove to us that this attribute is true by doing what we ask of Him. We put Him in a position such that we say we can only believe what He claims to be or what He can do, if He does what we ask of Him.

To do this is to test Him which we should not in the first case. 

That was what Israel did, and they were punished. (Num. 14:22, 23, NRSV)

None of the people who have seen My glory and the signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have tested Me these ten times and have not obeyed My voice,

shall see the land that I swore to give to their ancestors; none of those who despised Me shall see it.

Sometimes the Lord would not do what was requested of Him to prove His credentials (as in the case of the Devil tempting Him) because He had a greater mission to fulfil than what you may think of for you.
Do you believe His credentials as “written in the Word” and not to doubt Him even when circumstances around you are adverse? Or even when He seems to be silent to your pleas?

REFLECT
2. There is another possible reason when we raise our “If’s” with God – when we start laying down conditions for God to fulfil before we are willing to obey Him, e.g. “If You will do this…then I shall…” 

Let us remember that God accepted us without conditions for our salvation. (Eph. 2:8, 9) 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

Not of works, lest any man should boast.  
Is it right therefore for us to lay down conditions before we serve Him?
REFLECT
Points to Ponder: 

With God there are no “If’s”. It is just “When” as in His perfect timing.
