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The Theme: YE DO SHOW
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The Text: 
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 



ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
I Cor. 11:26
The Thots:
 

Intro. : Three Dimensions of Time are Indicated in the Lord’s Institution of the Lord’s Supper.

A. THE PAST – the Lord’s death.
1. How does the Bread show the Lord’s death?

a. Bread Comes from Grain and Grain spoke of His Coming death. The Lord said:
Jn. 12:24, NRSV

Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 

it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

The Lord would die, but out of His death, He would bring many to life.

b. Bread was the Grain Sacrifice of a Sweet-Smelling Savour unto the Lord.
Lev. 2:1, 2, 9, 12, NIV


When someone brings a grain offering to the LORD…


an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD.

i. It was Baked in the oven: If you bring a grain offering baked in an oven.
2:4

Completely Covered up – cf. the Lord’s Mental Sufferings before His death.
Lk. 22:44

Being in an agony…His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground

ii. It was Barbecued on a griddle - If your grain offering is prepared on a griddle.
2:5
Exposed to External view – cf. the Lord’s Physical Suffering on the cross – 
Mt. 27:26-31


When he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. Then the soldiers ...


stripped Him, and platted a crown of thorns…put it upon His head…and took the reed, 


and smote Him on the head…and led Him away to crucify Him.

iii. It was Prepared in a Pan in Public view - If your offering is grain prepared in a pan. 2:7, NRSV

Cf. The Lord’s Public Sufferings on the cross:
Lam. 1:12


Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the LORD hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger.

c. Bread is the symbol of His Body Broken for us.
I Cor. 11:23

i. Bread symbolised His Body - That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread:

…and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

ii. It was in His Body that He died for us – He…bore our sins in His body on the cross. I Pet. 2:24, NRSV
2. How does the Cup show the Lord’s death?

a. The Cup speaks of His Coming death –
Lk. 22:20
… This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you.


b. Only the Lord Could drink of this Cup, and He did – He prayed, saying, O My Father, 
if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt. Mt. 26:39

c. The Cup is His new Covenant with the Church:
I Cor. 11:25, NRSV

 This cup is the new covenant in My blood.
B. THE PRESENT – As often as ye…
1. The Church at Jerusalem continued steadfastly in the Breaking of Bread.
Acts 2:42

They continued stedfastly…in breaking of bread…

2. The Church at Troas Broke Bread on the first day of the week.
Acts 20:7

Upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread…

3. The Church at Corinth Observed the Lord’s Supper as Often as they could.
I Cor. 11:26


As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup,

They met on the first day of the week?
I Cor. 16:2

Upon the first day of the week let every one of you…that there be no gatherings when I come.

C. THE PROSPECT – till He come.
1. The Lord Personally Promised to return.
Jn. 14:3

I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.

2. The Lord would Physically return.
Acts 1:11

This same Jesus…shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.

Hence, let us Observe the Lord’s Supper as the Lord Himself had Ordained:
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

See, the feast of love is spread, Drink the wine, and break the bread;
Sweet memorials, till the Lord Calls us round His heavenly board;


Some from earth, from glory some Severed only, Till He come.

E. H. Bick​er​steth, Jr.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 390
 1.  The Last Supper as recorded in the Gospels and commonly referred to as such in art circles as they immortalized the event in artistic creations of all sorts is mistakenly identified as the Lord’s Supper. While the former is historical, the latter is institutional and made obligatory to the Lord’s Church to observe it (I Cor. 11:20, 23-26) in a special revelation to Paul. 

The term “Eucharist” also worked its way into Christian liturgy, and likewise the “Mass” to refer to the Lord’s Supper where its emblems are still used for their rituals.

More currently, the Worship Service has either replaced the Lord’s Supper, marginalised it or “appendixed” it (i.e. put it at the tail of its service).  While maintaining its association with the Lord’s Supper, the focus of the service has shifted from the Remembrance of the Lord to His Reverence (Worship).  On the surface, it appears to be a good move and something worthy to be praised. However, when taking into account our obedience to an ordinance instituted by the Lord Himself to “this do in remembrance of Me” (I Cor. 11:24) and “eat this bread, and drink this cup [to] show the Lord's death till He come (I Cor. 11:26), have we not fallen short of what He expects of us, no matter the nobility of our motives?  Could the same thing be said of us, as it was directed at Saul by Samuel concerning his sacrifice?
Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. (I Sam. 15:22)

The Lord's Supper (I Cor. 11:22) is also referred to elsewhere in the Bible as the Breaking of Bread (Acts 2:42; 20:7) or Communion (I Cor. 10:16) or perhaps, as many hymn writers put it, as a “Remembrance Feast”, but never referred to as a Worship Service, shifting its emphasis and focus from Remembrance to Reverence (worship). Looking at the Worship Service in many churches today, do you think it does justice to the Lord's command to His disciples to break bread and drink the cup in remembrance of Him to show forth (proclaim) His death until He comes with such a format? 



REFLECT
2. What do you understand "often" in the Lord's institution of the His Supper to mean? Would it be once a week, once a month, once in three months, or some other interval of time?

The church in Jerusalem continued steadfastly in the breaking of bread (Acts 2:42); the church in Troas broke bread on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7); the church in Corinth was told do so as "often" as they could (I Cor. 11:26).  How "often" would you break bread in your church to remember your Lord?





REFLECT
Points to Ponder: 

Revering (worshipping) Him may not lead to His Remembrance; but Remembering Him at the Lord’s Supper surely must lead to His Reverence. 
