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The Text:  
The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.  
I Jn. 4:14
The Thots: 


A. Father Jacob (Israel) sent his son to see His brethren
1. The Father’s Affection for his son.
Gen. 37:3

Israel [Jacob] loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: 
2. The Father’s Action.  He sent Joseph to attend to the needs of his brothers.
Gen, 37:13a

Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? 
Come, and I will send thee unto them. 
3. The Son’s Attitude.  Joseph willingly offered himself to go to his brethren.
Gen. 37:13b
And he said to him, Here am I. Jacob thus sent Joseph and the latter went.
4. The Brethren’s Antagonism:  
However, the brothers did not receive Joseph well and plotted his death.
Gen. 37:4, 18
And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him;

When they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them, they conspired against him to slay him.
5. The Aftermath:
a. Joseph sold as slave and later Put in Prison because of Potiphar’s wife’s deception. 
37:27-36; 39:1-20
b. Joseph Promoted next to Pharaoh after he successfully interpreted his dreams 
and saved Egypt from the Forthcoming Famine.
Gen. ch. 41
c. Then Joseph Sent for his family and Showed himself to them.
Gen. chs. 42-45
d. The Relationship with the family members was Restored.
Gen. chs. 46, 47
Thus, Joseph, the father’s Son, was a Servant (Slave), Saviour and Sovereign.
Cp. Jesus.

B. The Father Vineyard Owner sent his Son to his Servants.
Lk. 20:9-16, NRSV
1. The Father Master was Affected when…
He sent a slave to the tenants in order that they might give him his share of the produce 
of the vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed.
20:10-12
2. The Father’s Action –
Lk. 20:13
Then the owner…said, 'What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.'
3. The Son’s Attitude – He went willingly.
Lk. 20:14
Thus, the tenants saw him.
4. The Tenants’ Antagonism – they killed the Master’s son!
Lk. 20:14, 15
But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among themselves and said, 'This is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance may be ours.' So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
5. The Aftermath:
Lk. 20:16
He [the Master] will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.
Thus, the Blessing of the Vineyard was taken away from from the Jews and Bestowed on Believers.
C. God, the Father, Sent His Son into the world.
I Jn. 4:14
We have Seen and do testify that the Father Sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.
1. The Father’s Affections – God, the Father loved the people of the world.

a. God…loved the world.
Jn. 3:16
b. God commendeth His love toward us…while we were yet sinners.
Rom. 5:8
c. Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us.
I Jn. 3:1
2. The Father’s Actions.–  

a. The Father Sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.
I Jn. 4:14
b. He gave His only begotten Son…
Jn. 3:16

c. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Rom. 5:8

3. The Son’s Actions.
The Son was willing to be sent.

a. The Son, said, Lo, I come…to do Thy will, O God.
Heb. 10:7
b. Father…remove this cup from Me: nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done.
Lk. 22:42

4. The Brethren’s Antagonism.

They cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him….
Jn. 19:6
The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
Jn. 19:15
5. The Aftermath:

Phil. 2:8-9
He was obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, 
and given Him a name which is above every name :That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
God sent His son, they called Him Jesus He came to love, heal, and forgive.
He lived and died to buy my pardon, An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow. Because He lives, All fear is gone.
Because I know He holds the future, And life is worth the living just because He lives.

William and Gloria Gaither
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 388
1. These parents had their favourite sons and showed their favouritism outwardly to the disappointment and frustration of the other siblings. It even led to feuds among them.
· Consider Isaac favouring Esau and Rebecca, his wife, favouring, Jacob.
Gen. 25:28

Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob.

This led the mother to cheat Esau of his father’s blessings for Jacob 
and the resultant feud between Esau and Jacob.
Gen. ch. 27
And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him:
and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; 
then will I slay my brother Jacob. 
Gen. 27:41

· Consider Jacob favouring Joseph and showing it publicly. 
Gen. 37:3, 4
Now Israel [i.e. Jacob] loved Joseph more than all his children, because 
he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours.

And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, 
they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.

This led the siblings conspiring to kill their brother, Joseph when they had the opportunity:

And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them,
 they conspired against him to slay him. 
Gen. 37:18
· Consider Jessie who did not favour his son, David, so as to bring him forth to Samuel for his choice of a king, as he did with his other sons. In Jesse’s case he favoured David’s siblings  over David. It was still a case of parental favouritism!
Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, 
The LORD hath not chosen these.
I Sam. 16:10

Jesse was looking at the outward appearance of his children:

Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: 
for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the LORD looketh on the heart.

Jesse had left David out of the reckoning:

And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? 
And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. 
And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither. 

I Sam. 16:11
David was the one of God’s choice.

And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, 
and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. 
I Sam. 16:12
Do you have a favourite child on whom you shower special favour in front 
of his/her other siblings? Such an act may lead to feuds among the siblings and 
unpleasant experiences for your favourite child, arising from their envy, etc. 
REFLECT.
2. God the Father had sent the Son, and His Son had come willingly.
Now God the Son is sending out His Servants:
Jn. 20:21
Then said Jesus to them again…as My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you.
God the Spirit called and sent out Barnabas and Saul:

So they being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed.
Acts 13:2, 4
Thus, the Church at Antioch released them:
Acts. 13:3

 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.

Note: sent in 13:4 [ekpempo = to despatch], while sent in 13:3, lit. = free fully, i. release]

The Church at Antioch released Saul and Barnabas whom the Spirit had called earlier

for Him to send them into the mission field. Today, it is the Spirit Who calls and sends out; 
the church releases!
If the Lord calls your favourite child unto His service, are you prepared to release him/her? 

REFLECT.
Points to Ponder: 

Often a father and his favourite can give rise to feuds in the family. 
Likewise a mother and her favourite. 
