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The Theme: Jesus “Little While”.

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go…
Jn. 7:33
The Thots:

A. Jesus’ “Little While” with the Pharisees, Priests and the People.
Jn. 7:30-38
1. The Circumstances:
Jn. 7:27, NIV
a. The People were wondering if this Man before them was the Promised Messiah.
7:26, 27

Lo, He speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto Him. Do the rulers know indeed 
that this is the very Christ (= Messiah)?...We know this man whence he is:[He was from Galilee, a carpenter!] but when Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence He is.
7:33
b. Many People believed Him because of the Miracles He Performed. 
7:31

c. But the Pharisees and the Priests did not, and sought to Pounce on Him.
7:32
2. Thus, Jesus’ Caution:


a. He was from above and He would Soon return to the One Who Sent Him.
Jn. 7:33
Said Jesus… Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto Him that sent Me.

b. They would Seek Me, and shall not find Me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come 
7:34

c. The unbelieving Jews could not understand Him His Saying.
7:35, 36
What manner of saying is this that He said, Ye shall seek Me, and shall not find Me…
3. Jesus’ invitation to them to Come to Him:
7:37, 38
In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, 
let him come unto Me, and drink.  He that believeth on Me, as the scripture hath said, 
out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

Cp. Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light,

 lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 12:35
B. Jesus’ “Little While” with His Disciples.
Jn. 16:16, 17, 19
A little while, and ye shall not see Me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see Me, because I go to the Father. Then said some of His disciples among themselves, What is this that He saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see Me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see Me: and, Because I go to   the Father? They said therefore, What is this that He saith, A little while? We cannot tell what he saith. Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask Him, and said unto them, Do ye inquire  among yourselves of that I said, 


A little while, and ye shall not see Me: and again, a little while, and ye  shall see Me?
1. In a little while, Where would He go?
Lk. 9:51
When the time was come that He should be received up, He stedfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem,
a. In a little while, Why would He go there?
Mt. 16:21
From that time forth began Jesus to show…His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
b. How long would be the “little While” before they would see Him no more?

i. For the unbelievers – from the Feast of Tabernacles to Passover – probably 6 months.
Jn. 7:2 cf. 33
ii. For His disciples – a much shorter time – it was just a few days before Passover.

Cf. Jn. 13:1. 
2. After that He would be Away for Another Little While before they would see Him again.
a. How long has that “little While” lasted? – up to now, over 2000 years.
Yet still “a little while” (!) because one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day.
II Pet. 3:8
b. Why did He have to go away for that little While?
i. ​So that the Comforter Could Come.
Jn. 16:7
For if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.
ii. So that He could prepare the Home in Heaven for them/us.
Jn. 14:2, 3
In my Father's house are many mansions…I go to prepare a place for you.
iii. So that they/we could Go out into the world to preach the Gospel to every creature. Mk. 16:15
iv. So that they/we could be made Ready to Return with Him to Reside in their /our new home. Jn. 14:3
If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also
C. Jesus’ “Little While” with Us. 
Heb. 10:37 
For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry.

In the meanwhile, while we wait for the little while to end,
1. Let us Remember Him in the Breaking of Bread till He come.
I Cor. 11:26
2. Let us Be occupied with the Master’s Business till I come.
Lk. 19:13


Let us sing a song that will cheer us by the way, In a little while we’re going home;


For the night will end in the everlasting day, In a little while we’re going home.
Eli​za E. Hew​itt
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.
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Refrain: 
In a little while, in a little while, We shall cross the billow’s foam;


We shall meet at last, When the stormy winds are past, In a little while we’re going home.

We will do the work that our hands may find to do, In a little while we’re going home;

And the grace of God will our daily strength renew, In a little while we’re going home.

Refrain
We will smooth the path for some weary, way-worn feet, In a little while we’re going home;

And may loving hearts spread around an influence sweet! In a little while we’re going home.

Refrain
There’s a rest beyond, there’s relief from every care, In a little while we’re going home;

And no tears shall fall in that city bright and fair, In a little while we’re going home.


Eli​za E. Hew​itt
1. Eliza was born on June 28, 1851, died and was buried on April 24, 1920 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
After grad​u​a​tion from school, Eli​za be​gan teach​ing. How​ev​er, her ca​reer was cut short by a ser​i​ous spin​al prob​lem. She par​tial​ly re​cov​ered, but was an in​val​id most of her life. She then turned to hymn writ​ing, which ran in the fam​i​ly — her cou​sin was hymn​ist Ed​gar Stites.

Eliza lived all her life in in Phil​a​del​phia, where she was Sun​day School sup​er​in​tend​ent at the North​ern Home for Friend​less Child​ren, and lat​er at the Cal​vin Pres​by​ter​i​an Church. 
She was al​so a reg​u​lar con​trib​u​tor to Sun​day-school Helps. [http://www.hymntime.com/tch/bio/h/e/w/hewitt_ees.htm]
In spite of being an invalid for most of her life, Eliza fully made use of the little while [of 69 years] that the Lord spared her to make use of her life to bring joy not only to the Lord but also to many of His saints down the ages with her hymns. The above hymn reflects an optimistic spirit that refused to be put down by physical inflictions and to work within the limitations to be useful not only to the Lord but also to His people. 
It likewise expressed that steadfast hope to see the Lord in His return when that “little while” would end and she would be with the Lord as she is now. 
Go over the lyrics of the hymn above and REFLECT on the thoughts expressed.

2. The Little While for us has lasted over two millennia. Some of us may reflect on this as too long to be true and conclude that it is not going to end and the promised return of the Lord is not going to be.
These were precisely the thoughts of some of the people even living in the first century regarding the promised return of the Lord. Peter recorded the sentiments then in II Pet. 3.
3  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

4  And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.5  For this they willingly are ignorant of…
8  But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 11  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 
14  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.15  And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; 

17  Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
Because of the relatively “long while” the Lord has taken to return, are you slowly falling into the rut of unbelief?
REFLECT.

Pertinent Points to Ponder: While waiting for the little while to end,

 ensure that you make the meanwhile worth all the while for the Lord.
