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The Theme: The Sufferings of Christ
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: When it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.
  I Pet. 1:11
The Thots:

Intro.: Psalm 22 is Amazing in its Messianic Forecast and Awesome in its Meticulous Fulfilment.
It predicted the Crucifixion scenes of Christ, yet crucifixion was never a form of Jewish punishment.

And though it is a Davidic psalm, yet there is no record of David ever experiencing all that he Described in it.

Peter stated that the OT prophets have inquired and searched diligently what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand 
I. the sufferings of Christ…
I Pet.1:10, 11a
A. The Compass of enemies at the Cross

Psa. 22
1. The Public Reproach and Ridicule:

The Amazing Messianic Forecast:
22:6-8, 12, 13
But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people. 

All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,

He trusted on the LORD that He would deliver him: let Him deliver him, seeing he delighted in Him. 

Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round.

They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.

The Awesome Meticulous Fulfilment:
Mt. 27:41-44; Mk.15:29, 30
Likewise also the chief priests mocking Him, with the scribes and elders, said,

He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He will have Him: for He said, I am the Son of God. The thieves also, which were crucified with Him, cast the same in His teeth.

And they that passed by railed on Him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days,  Save Thyself, and come down from the cross.


2. The Casting of Lots for His Clothes:

 

They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture. 
22:18
Cp. They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be:

that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, 
and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did.
Jn. 19:24
3. His Tongue clinging to His mouth in Thirst – my tongue cleaveth to my jaws;
22:15b 

Cp. Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, 
saith, I thirst.
Jn. 19:28

B. The Cruelty of Crucifixion predicted.
Psalm 22:14-16
1. Profuse Perspiration under the noon day sun: I am poured out like water.
22:14a
2. The Pelvic bones, hands, arms and shoulders out of joint.
22:14b, 17
All my bones are out of joint…I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.



3. Extreme Palpitation of the heart:
22:14c

My heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.

4. The Picture of weakening strength – My strength is dried up like a potsherd;
22:15a

5. The Piercing of the hands and feet – they pierced my hands and my feet.
22:16b
C. The Cries on the Cross…
 
1. The Periods of light and darkness:
22:2b cp. Mt. 27:45, 46a
O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent.
Cp. Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice…

2. The Personal cry to God:
22:1a cp. Mt. 27:46b
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?


Cp. Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, 
My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken Me?

II. …and the glory that should follow.
I Pet. 1:10, 11 cp. Psa. 22:25-31
My praise shall be of Thee in the great congregation…All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before Thee. For the kingdom is the LORD'S: and He is the governor among the nations. 
22:25-28

Cp. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name:

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father..
Phil. 2:9-11
When you remember Him in His Sufferings this day, it is only till He Comes in glory!
Do not be surprised at the suffering you bear; It’s not something strange, so you must not despair.
Rejoice that you share with Christ and His sufferings know; When He comes in glory, your joy will o’erflow.
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1. Paul’s life ambition was that he might know Him… and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death. 
Phil 3:10
What do you think Paul meant by the above statement?
Though Paul could never enter into the Lord’s substitutionary sufferings for him on the cross, he knew that as a Christian he could never escape sufferings as he wrote to the Philippian believers:  For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake; Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me. (Phil. 1:29, 30). 

Reason? We also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us. (Rom. 5:3-5, NIV)
Peter also endorsed that – However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. (I Pet. 4:16, NIV)

Paul seemed to have his ambition fulfilled not only experientially but even perhaps physically. Here is an account of his death by A.T. Robertson: [http://www.padfield.com/2004/paul.html]

The Death Of Paul In Rome

by A.T. Robertson

"The details are all wanting. Tradition supplies only a few, which may be true or not. The story is that Paul was beheaded on the Ostian Road. It was customary for criminals of prominence to be executed several miles out of the city so as to avoid the crowds. We may picture the event in a possible manner. One day in late spring or early June the executioners came to Paul's dungeon and led him out of the city. One is reminded of Jesus as he bore his cross along his Via Dolorosa. Paul, as a condemned criminal, would be the victim of the rabble's sport. He would have no defender. We do not know if Luke was with Paul to the very last. We may at least hope so. If he could, he would surely walk along as near Paul as would be allowed. But no band of Christians followed with him now. He was going out of Rome on his way to the true Eternal City. He knew Rome well, but his eyes were fixed on other things. Outside the city the busy, merry life of the time went on. The crowds flowed into town. Some were going out. Paul was only a criminal going to be beheaded. Few, if any, of the crowds about would know or care anything about him. At a good place on the road some miles out the executioners stopped. The block was laid down. Paul laid his head upon it. The sword (or axe) was raised. The head of the greatest preacher of the ages rolled upon the ground. Tradition says that a Roman 'matron named Lucina buried the body of St. Paul on her own land, beside the Ostian Road.' Be that as it may, no Christian can come to Rome, especially by the Ostian Road, without tender thoughts of Paul, the matchless servant of Jesus." (A.T. Robertson, Epochs In The Life Of Paul, pp. 316-317).

Today so-called “Christian” evangelists preach a gospel that offers a happy, healthy and wealthy life, free from suffering. Life in Christ is without suffering! 
Is this what Paul preached? There are many more statements of this nature.
What is your viewpoint on suffering with Christ experientially or for Christ physically?
REFLECT.
2. What about sufferings in sickness? 
Consider Epaphroditus, [Paul’s] brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants. For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that ye had heard that he had been sick. For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him. (Phil. 2:25-27). 

When a Christian falls sick is it because he/she has sinned against God and God is punishing him/her?
REFLECT
Pertinent Points to Ponder: The butterfly that struggles to come out of the cocoon is strong and healthy. Cut the cocoon to ease its emergence, it comes out weak and unable to fly!
