R377 Rumination for 22nd  April, 2012
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: The Garments of Jesus

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: They crucified Him, and parted His garments, casting lots.
Mt. 27:35
The Thots:
Intro. Jesus’ Clothes and/or Garments seemed to be linked with the important events in His life.
 

A.  His Swaddling Clothes pointed to His Birth.
Lk. 2:7, 12
1. The Child was Strapped in Strips of Cloth and born in a manger – 

a. It was a Sign of the Parents’ Poverty – they had to Manage with a Manger for His cradle!
Lk. 2:7
She brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger. 
b. It was a Special Sign to the Shepherds – a Child should be in a Cradle, but this One was not! Lk. 2:12
This shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
[Manger = A container (usually in a barn or stable) from which cattle or horses feed.]
2. The Child Clothed in Strips of Cloth was the Son of God Clothed as Son of Man –
Phil. 2:6-8, NIV
Christ Jesus, Who, being in the form of God…took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, He…became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. — Thus, at the end of His life, He was led to be crucified.
B. The Robe and Garments pointed to His Life of ministry. 
Mt. 27:35
They crucified Him, and parted His garments, casting lots. 
Cp. Psa. 22:18
1. The Garment He wore in Life –
a. It “healed” a Woman with an issue of blood.
Mt. 9:20, 22
Behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind Him, 
and touched the hem of His garment… And the woman was made whole from that hour.
b. It “healed” the diseased and made them Whole again.
Mt. 9:35, 36
The men of that place…brought unto Him all that were diseased…and besought Him 
that they might only touch the hem of His garment: and as many as touched were made perfectly whole.
2. The Garment that He laid aside to Gird Himself with a towel to wash His disciples’ feet.
Jn. 13:4, 5
He…laid aside His garments; and took a towel, and girded Himself…to wash the disciples' feet.

3. The Garment the soldiers cast lots for as Prophesied by David in his Psalm.
Mt. 27:45; Psa. 22:18.
They…parted His garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 
They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.
C. The Clean Linen Cloth /es  that pointed to His Burial.

1. At His Birth, He was wrapped…in swaddling clothes.
Lk. 2:7, 12
2. At His Burial, He was wrapped…in a Clean linen Cloth by Joseph and Nicodemus.
Mt. 27:59
Cf.  Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices,


       as the manner of the Jews is to bury.
Jn. 19:40
D. The Collapsed Linen Cloths Pointed to His Resurrection.
Jn. 20:5-7


1. Jesus’ Collapsed Linen Clothes and Head Napkin Lay on the ground.
John stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.
Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie,
…and the napkin, that was about His head, not lying with the linen clothes, 
but wrapped together in a place by itself.

a. The clothes just Fell Flat as if the body in it had disappeared into “thin” air!
b. No one could have Filched the body – the clothes and napkin were neatly Folded up!
c. The Body was no more Bound by the strips of cloth – Jesus was Alive!
2. The Body was now Clad in Celestial Clothes!
a. Was it the raiment of Angels – white as snow?
Mt. 28:3
b. Was it His transfigured raiment – white as the light?
Mt. 17:2
c. Was it the one He wore when He Appeared in Glory - a garment down to the foot?
Rev. 1:13 see #E
E. His full-length Garment pointed to His Glory. 
Rev. 1:13

The Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.
a. He is now the Head of His Universal Church – Christ is the Head of the church.

Eph. 5:23
b. He is the Hub (Centre) of His Local Churches – in the midst of the seven candlesticks. 
Rev. 1:13
c. He will be the “Husband” of His Bride who will be Clothed with fine linen, bright and clean. Rev. 19:7
For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready.

In the meanwhile, let us await the Wedding Day – break the bread and drink the cup till He Come. I Cor. 11:26
I have on the wedding garment, I am now prepared to go;


Hallelujah! Jesus saves me, Saves me fully, this I know. 
John McPhail
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 377
1. There is a saying that Clothes make a Man.

Today clothes play an important role in church attendance.

Some churches insist that a coat and a tie are a must for anyone attending church.

Others will not have this stiff formality and allow casual dress to be the attire for church attendance; some will even allow T-shirts, shorts, sneakers or slippers.
Still others in the hinterland will claim that loin cloths and bare feet will suffice.
Should a standard be set on clothings to the extent that a stranger who comes into the midst of a church gathering will be disbarred from coming in until and unless he/she conforms to the standard set by the church? 

What actually is the biblical standard in attire for church attendance?
REFLECT.

2. He that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. Jn. 11:44
Lazarus had been raised alive from the dead by the Lord Jesus. He walked out of His grave still in his grave clothes – the strips of linen cloths used to wrap a dead person for burial. He was not walking, being bound by the cloths that tied him down and which restricted his movements. He might just be limping out of the tomb. But he did not mind, because he was alive!
Could it be that many believers today are still mummified and clad in their grave clothes? True they are happy because they have been made alive and their sins forgiven. Their “usefulness” (if one can ever call it such) is only to themselves knowing that they are saved, and at best just limping around on the spot, not walking in any specific direction or to any destination because their feet are still bound!

They also cannot do (or perhaps not interested to do so) anything for the Lord because their hands too are bound! They are tied to themselves and of not much use to anyone else.

They cannot even speak for the Lord who gave them life because their faces are bound about with a napkin. They cannot even utter a word of thanksgiving to the One who raised them from the dead.
Alive but still clad in the grave clothes – with feet unable to walk, hands unable to do and mouths unable to talk. Might as well remain dead in the grave!!!

“Loose him and let him go” – are you loosed and does your walk reflect it?


Reminder: 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
Col. 3:1, 2.
REFLECT


Pertinent Points to Ponder: Alive but Mummified – with feet unable to walk, hands unable to do and mouths unable to talk. Might as well remain dead in the grave!
