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The Text: 
And if thou offer a meat offering of thy firstfruits unto the LORD…
Lev. 2:14



Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the Firstfruits of them that slept.
I Cor. 15:20
The Thots:
 
Intro. 
The Burnt Offering points to the Life of Jesus before God.  (Lev. Ch. 1)

The Meal (Meat) or Grain (NIV) Offering points to the Life of Jesus before Man.
 (Lev. Ch. 2)

The Peace Offering points to His Death that reconciles Man to God. (Lev. Ch. 3)
The Firstfruits in the Meal Offering (Lev. 2:14-16) points to the Perfect Life of Jesus Who brought Pleasure to God that He raised Him up as Firstfruits from among the dead. 


Today we observe Resurrection Day when Christ rose again as Firstfruits of those that sleep.

It also ends our series of Ruminations on the Sweet-Savour-Sacrifices of Christ Jesus.
A. The Concept of Firstfruits:
The Firstfruits in Israel’s Festivals and Feasts pointed to a Fulfilment in the Future.

Good Firstfruits are the First products and the Harbinger of a Guaranteed Great Harvest to come.

1. Christ, the Firstfruits – He was the Firstfruits of the Resurrection – the First to Rise from the dead.
After Him, multitudes of those who believe in Him will also rise from the dead. 
[See #2 and #3]
a. Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.
I Cor. 15:20

b. Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His coming.
I Cor. 15:23
2. The Church, a kind of Firstfruits – She will be the Firstfruits of the Rapture. 
Jas. 1:18
Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
Note: the Church is not the Firstfruits for there can only be One, Jesus. She is only a kind of firstfruits!
B. The Context of the  Firstfruits in the Meal Offering.
Lev. 2:12-16
1. The Firstfruits pointing to the Church.
Lev. 2:12, 13
	The Firstfruits in…Lev. 2:12, 13

As for the oblation of the firstfruits ye shall offer them…

	
	The Features
	Ref.
	The Fulfilment in the Church
	Ref.

	a. 
	It is referred to in the Plural Number – them, they, …
	2:12
	The Firstfruits refer to the Many Members that make are the church - many members, yet but one body.
	I Cor. 12:12, 14, 20

	b. 
	They shall not be burned on the altar…– sin offerings were not burnt on the altar; they were burnt outside the camp to a place ceremonially clean, NIV
	2:12a
Cf. 4:12
	There is still the Potential to sin in the Christian though its Penalty has been removed: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
	I Jn. 1:8, 10

	c. 
	They shall not be burned on the altar for a sweet savour – it was not a sweet-savour offering.
	2:12b
	Sin would bring no Pleasure to God nor to man. Paul said: O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?
	Rom. 7:24


2. The Firstfruits pointing to Christ.
Lev. 2:14-16
	The Firstfruits in Lev. 2:14-16

If thou offer a meat offering of thy firstfruits unto the LORD,…thou shalt put oil upon it…

	
	The Features
	Ref.
	The Fulfilment in Christ
	Ref.

	a. 
	It is referred to in the Singular – it
	2:14, 16
	The Firstfruits here refers to Only One and He is Christ the firstfruits 
	I Cor. 15:23

	b. 
	the meat offering of thy firstfruits green ears of corn
	2:14b
	Jesus was cut off out of the land of the living at a relatively young age.
	Isa. 53:8

	c. 
	dried by the fire,
	2:14c
	Jesus under the fire of God’s judgment - smitten of God, and afflicted.
	Isa. 53:4

	d. 
	even corn beaten out of full ears.
	2:14d
	Though young, Jesus was fully matured to complete His work – It is finished, He cried.
	Cf. Jn. 12:24; 19:30

	e. 
	thou shalt put oil upon it, and lay frankincense thereon:
	2:15
	Cp. the Spirit of God descending …upon Him: and lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  
	Mt. 3:16, 17

	f. 
	it is an offering made by fire unto the LORD.
	2:16
	Christ…an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
	Eph. 5:2


Today as we remember the Lord in His death, burial and resurrection, and especially in His resurrection,   let us remember to bring to Him the firstfruits of our Praise and offerings as sweet-savour-sacrifices to Him. 

Christ is risen, Christ, the first fruits of the holy harvest field,
Which will all its full abundance at His second coming yield:
Then the golden ears of harvest will their heads before Him wave,
Ripened by His glorious sunshine from the furrows of the grave. 

Christ​o​pher Words​worth
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 375
1. Among the Feasts (Festivals) of the Lord (Lev. 23) that Israel were instructed to observe AFTER they had gone into the Promised Land was The Feast of Firstfruits.
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest. (Lev. 23:10)

The Feast of Firstfruits points to the Resurrection of Jesus.
Lev. 23:10-14
	
	The Features
	Ref.
	The Fulfilment in Christ
	Ref.

	a. 
	 When ye be come into the land… ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest.
	23:10
	When Christ finished His mission on earth and was ready to return to heaven [His homeland], Christ [is] risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.
	I Cor. 15:20

	b. 
	He shall wave the sheaf …on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.
	23:11
	For that, He rose again in the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week.
	Mt. 28:1


Today Christians commemorate the Resurrection of Christ.  The Victory Cry is – He is Risen and He Is Alive! Such a Commemoration comes with a Challenge: (Col. 3:1-4)

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

Your belief that Christ is risen from the dead and is alive today must be in tandem with a risen life that is not focussed on things on earth. 
REFLECT.
2. Another Feast which Israel was to observe after they had gone into the land was The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) which was closely linked with the Feast of Firstfruits.
The Feast of Weeks points to the Birthday of the Church.  
Lev. 23:15-21 cp. Acts 2:1
	
	The Features
	Ref.
	The Fulfilment in Christ
	Ref.

	a. 
	From the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering… even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days…
	23:15, 16
	The Church was born at Pentecost (fiftieth day) - when the day of Pentecost was fully come…they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.
	Acts 2:1-4

	b. 
	…and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD
	23:16
	The Church was a NEW entity different from Israel – It was one new man.
	Eph. 2:15

	c. 
	This new meat offering shall be baken with leaven. as no meat offering…shall be made with leaven:
	23:17 

ct. 2:11
	Leaven is a symbol of sin.
If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.
	I Cor. 5:8
I Jn. 1:10

	d. 
	they are the firstfruits unto the LORD.
	23:17
	In spite of the sin nature in us, we are still a kind of firstfruits.
	Jas. 1:18


The Feast of Weeks was reckoned from the Feast of Firstfruits. We (the Body of Christ) are what we are because of our Risen Head. 


God gives us His Firstfruits (His Son) and makes us a kind of Firstfruits unto Him. 

Let us in turn Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase. (Pro. 3:9)  Have you ever done that? Have you ever given your first pay to the Lord? What about that first increase in pay?
REFLECT
Pertinent Points to Ponder:
Honour God with your Firstfruits, and He will give you Fruit, Much Fruit and More Fruit.
