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The Theme:  As Wise, they became fools
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The Text:   Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.

Rom. 1:22 

The Thots:
 

Intro.: Today is April 1st, Regarded universally as April Fools’ Day.

Today is also Palm Sunday, Remembered by the Christian world as the Sunday
before Jesus was crucified. It commemorates Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

Mk 11:1–11, Mt. 21:1–11, Lk 19:28–44, Jn. 12:12–19

Today we take a Recess from The Sweet Savour Sacrifices 

to Ruminate on All Fools’ Day in connection with Palm Sunday.

A. The “Wise” Who Welcomed Jesus as King into Jerusalem.
Matt. 21:1
1. The Disciples were wise – they Obeyed Jesus, and did as Jesus commanded them.
Mt. 21

a. Jesus Instructed them:

Mt. 21:2
Go into the village…ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto Me.

b. It was according to the Inspired Word of God:
Mt. 21:4, 5

All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying,

Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting 
upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.

Cf. Zech. 9:9
2. The Multitudes were wise – they made Obeisance to Jesus, the King.
Jn. 12:13
a. They Acknowledged Him and took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet Him…
b. They Acclaimed Him as King and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel 

that cometh in the name of the Lord.

Cf. Mt. 21:9
B. Later, they became “Fools” and Rejected Jesus as King in Jerusalem.
1. The “Pals” (disciples) of Jesus Comprehended not these things and forsook Him:
Jn. 12:16; Mt. 26:56 
These things understood not His disciples at the first…all the disciples forsook Him, and fled.


2. The People in the City knew Him not: all the city was moved, saying, Who is this?

Mt. 21:10, 11
And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.
3. The People in Pilate’s Courtroom Cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him.
Jn. 19:15
Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.

4. The chief Priests and officers wanted Him Crucified, saying, Crucify Him, crucify Him.
Jn. 19:16

Then delivered he Him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led Him away. Jn. 19:16

C. Two Fools Who became Wise after King Jesus’ Resurrection:

Lk .24:13, 25, 26
And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem…

Then He said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:

Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?

What have the prophets spoken? – The prophets have inquired and searched diligently…

… beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.

I Pet. 1:10, 11

1. The Sufferings of Christ:

Psa. 22:1-21
a. His Physical Sufferings: They pierced my hands and my feet. I may tell all my bones…
22:16, 17

b. His Social Sufferings: I am…a reproach of men, and despised of the people.

22:6

c. His Mental Sufferings: Be not Thou far from me, O LORD…haste Thee to help me.
22:19

d. His Spiritual Sufferings:
My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me? 

22:1

2. The Glory of Christ that should Follow:

Psa. 22:22-30
All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: 
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before Thee.

22:27

Con.: 
How the Two “Fools” became Wise:


And it came to pass, as He (Jesus) sat at meat with them, He took bread, and blessed it, 


and brake, and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they knew Him.
Lk. 24:30, 31

On this Lord’s Day, being Palm Sunday (ct. April Fool’s Day), 
Let us be Wise to believe all that the Prophets have spoken about Him.

As we break the bread and drink of the cup, may our eyes be opened to know Him.

Let us Remember and let us Worship Him, not as fools, but as wise. 

Eph. 5:16

The first of April, some do say, Is set apart for All Fools' Day.

But why the people call it so, Nor I, nor they themselves do know.


But on this day are people sent On purpose for pure merriment. 



-- Poor Robin's Almanac (1790)

But for us who know the Lord, This first day of the week means a lot –


It is ever a day of reverent purpose: Our Lord to remember, worship and put in focus.
KC Ung
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 374
1. Today is April Fool’s Day. The Scriptures record a number of fools, their folly and their foolish ways. Here are a few of them:

a. The Atheistic Fool – The fool says in his heart, "There is no God."
Psa. 14:1, NIV

b. The Historic Fools –

i. Nabal, the Fool:

· He is a man of Belial = evil, ungodly, wicked (NIV), ill-natured (NRSV). 25:17, 25 
· He is what his name is. Nabal, lit. = a fool. His name is “Fool”.
25:25, NIV

· Folly is with him referring to his behaviour –Churlish, Corrupted. 25:3 (NIV), 22, 34

ii. Saul who played the Fool:

I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly.
I Sam. 26:21

· He Acted and went After God’s Appointed.
Cf. I Sam. 15:28; 24:20

· Contrast David who Abstained from touching God’s Anointed.
26:11, 23

· Saul was a fool in Attitude (a fool) and Action (acted like a fool):
26:21, NIV

· Saul Again Acted foolishly when he consulted a witch.
28:7-20

· Saul died the death of a fool when he Asked his Armour-bearer to slay him.  31:4, 5

iii. David who sinned Foolishly – for I have done very foolishly.
II Sam. 24:10


David was not a fool, but he acted as a fool!

Cf. Nabal

· David sinned in numbering Israel – Aroused by Satan and Allowed of God?

24:1 cf. I Chr. 21:1

· Joab Advised David Against such an Act.

24:3

· David Acknowledged his wrong that he had Acted foolishly.
24:10

· David was wise to opt for God’s Admonishment.

24:13-14ff

· David paid for Araunah’s land where he built an Altar to offer unto the Lord.


24:24, 25

· Thus the plague was Adverted, and David was Accepted by God.
24:25.

c. The Materialistic Fool - 

Lk. 12:20

But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: 
then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?

i. His Egoistic Philosophy: 
I, my, myself 
10 occ. 
ii. His Explicit Folly.
(Thou) fool, this night …
12:20

· He believed that Earthly Enjoyment was the Essence of Human Happiness.

· He Expected that Possessing the means to Expand included Power

 to Extend life for him to Enjoy what he Possessed.
Look over again the above-named fools. If you have time, you might even like to analyse each one of their acts and discover why they were regarded as fools.
Can you be a fool and yet be wise? – Look at Pertinent Points to Ponder below.
REFLECT
2. In less than a week, our thoughts will be drawn to Calvary where our Lord was crucified, died, was buried and on the third day rose again from the dead. The multitudes who acclaimed Him on Palm Sunday disclaimed Him and sent Him to the cross just a few days later. Could you be one of those who slew Him (Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain, Acts 2:23)? Or would you be prepared to go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing his reproach, Heb. 13:13)? Paul says: I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.(Gal.2:20). Would you be crucified and risen with Him this “Easter”? 
What does it mean to be so?

REFLECT
Pertinent Points to Ponder:
If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, 

that he may be wise. (I Cor. 3:18)
Jim Elliot said: He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.
