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The Theme: Jesus, the Burnt Sweet- Savour Sacrifice
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The Text:   Said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me,) to do Thy will, O God. Heb. 10:7

The Thots:
 
a) When God gave the 10 Commandments and His instructions to Construct the Tabernacle… 
…the LORD called unto him (Moses) out of the Mountain.
Exo. 19:3 cf. 24:16
b) When God instructed the Priests and the People how they could approach Him…

Moses…heard the voice of One speaking unto him from off the Mercy Seat.
Num. 7:89
c) When Paul Besought Believers to present their lives a living sacrifice to God,
Rom. 12:1, NRSV
He Based his appeal on the Mercies of God, “to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”
Such New Testament Presentation of oneself is equivalent to the Old Testament act of 
presenting the Burnt Offering/Sacrifice to God. What is the Burnt Offering?
A. The Burnt Offering was Verily the Best Sacrifice of all.
Lev. Ch. 1
1. All of it was burnt on the Altar wholly for God

1:9
The priest shall burn all on the altar, to be a burnt sacrifice…unto the LORD.
a. It was Fully burnt on the Altar - all
b. It was burnt as sweet Fragrance, well-pleasing to God. (Burnt is Heb. qutar” = cause to burn of incense).
Note: Except for the Fat, the Sin Offering was wholly burnt outside the Camp.

Even the whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp…and burn him on the wood with fire: where the ashes are poured out shall he be burnt (Heb. seraph = burn utterly as rubbish)
2. It was a Sacrifice of Sweet-Smelling Savour unto God.

1:9, 13, 17
A burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.
B. The Burnt Offering was a Voluntary Offering.
1. It was a Voluntary Sacrifice.
1:2a

If any man of you bring an offering unto the LORD…

He shall offer it of his own voluntary will…before the LORD.
1:3b
2. Yet it was a Compulsory Sacrifice. He must offer it according to the Lord’s terms:

1:2, 3
Ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock…

If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish:

C. The Burnt Offering was a Vicarious Offering.
1. The Offerer was identified with the Offering.
1:4a
He shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering;

2. Atonement would be made and he would be Accepted by the Lord.
1:4b
and it shall be Accepted for him to make Atonement for him.

Compare: according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, 


wherein He hath made us accepted in the beloved.

Eph. 1:5, 6
D. The Burnt Offering was a Varied Offering pointing to the Character of Christ.
…displaying the varied character of Jesus, the Burnt Sacrifice unto God. The Burnt Offering was… 

1. A Bullock from the Herd portraying His Character of Strength and Steadfastness.
Lev. 1:3, 5
Cp. When the time was come…He stedfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem.
Cp. Lk. 9:51
2. A Sheep from the Flock portraying His Character of Submission.
Lev. 1:10
Cp. He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so he openeth not his mouth.
Cp. Isa, 53:7
3. A Dove from the Fowls portraying His Character of Harmlessness.
Lev. 1:14
Cf. Be ye therefore…harmless as doves.
Mt. 10:16b

Cp. Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, he threatened not. I Pet. 2:23
E. Jesus Christ was the Verified Burnt Offering.
1. He Volunteered to be our Sacrifice.
Heb. 10:7

Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do Thy will, O God.

2. He was our Vicarious Substitute.
I Pet. 2:24
Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree,

3. He was our Victorious Saviour 
I Cor. 15:52-57
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Let us bring forth our Sacrifice of a Sweet-Smelling Savour of Worship unto Him this day.

Jesus, in Thee our eyes behold A thousand glories more,
Than the rich gems and polished gold The sons of Aaron wore.  

Isaac Watts.
REFLECTONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. The first time “burnt offering” occurs in the Bible is in Gen. 22:2 in connection with God instructing Abraham to offer his son, Isaac on the altar unto Him as a test of his love for God 
  and faith in Him.
And He said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. And Abraham rose up early in the morning…and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.

Note please that this was before the burnt offering was regulated as law in Leviticus. The basic concepts of the burnt offering were already laid down, i.e. the offering would be the best that the offerer could give unto God. For Abraham, the burnt offering was thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest. Can you go over the words, one word at a time, to see how God was stressing on the emotional, personal, and sentimental relationship ties between Abraham and his son, his only son, who was the promised seed to a great nation that would occupy a great land and be a blessing to multitudes of people all over? If Abraham was to obey God, all his future hopes would just vanish into thin air because Isaac was the key to all these promises.
Yet Abraham obeyed!

And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. (Gen. 22:5)

Please note that Abraham treated the burnt offering of his only son to God as an act of worship.

Note too somehow, he would not know how, his son and himself would return to his young men. 
What an amazing sacrifice of love; what an astonishing act of faith!

Note also the answer Abraham gave to his son’s question:

And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 
And Abraham said, My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering. (Gen. 22:7, 8)
And all of us know how the story concluded.

And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. (Gen. 22:13)

Less than a month from today (April 8) the Christian world would commemorate God’s sacrifice of His only Son, Jesus, the Son Whom He loved, as His burnt offering for the world and for you.
Are you prepared to offer your life a living burnt offering unto Him this week?
   REFLECT

2. The essence of a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour is that it pleases or brings pleasure to the person to whom it is given. The following do bring pleasure to God:
(a) Serve Christ in Consideration for others. 
Rom. 14:16, 18, RV
Let not then your good be evil spoken of:…For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of men.
(b) Minister to the needs of God's Servants.
Phl. 4:18, RV
But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.
(c) Recognise your responsibility in earthly relationships.   
Col. 3:22; Tt. 2:9

Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; 

but in singleness of heart, fearing God:
(d) Have faith in God.
Heb. 11:5, 6

Enoch… had this testimony, that he pleased God. But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him
(e) Do good to others.
Heb. 13:16
 
To do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.
(f) Prepare to suffer wrongfully. 
I Pet. 2:20
For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.
Can you say that you are pleasing God in your burnt offering to Him in the above areas? REFLECT
Pertinent Points to Ponder:
Faith in God will Burn us Up for Him; 

Faith in Self will make us Burnt Out for Him.
