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The Text:   Christ…hath given Himself for us…a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
Eph. 5:2b
The Thots:
 

Intro. One month from now, our thoughts will centre on the Life, Death, Burial and Resurrection of Jesus with Resurrection Sunday (commonly known as Easter Sunday) falling on 7 April.

For this month of March, let us prepare ourselves for this event by Ruminating on the Sweet Savour Sacrifices (Lev. Ch. 1-5) which pointed to Jesus as THE Sacrifice of Sacrifices offered for us on the Cross at Calvary.


A. The Sweet-Savour Sacrifices.
Lev. Chs. 1-3
A…sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD
Lev. 1:9
1. The Category of Sweet-Savour Sacrifices.
Lev. 1:9; 2:1, 2; 3:1, 5
a. The Burnt Offering - a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.
b. The Meal Offering - a meat offering…an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.
Note: the KJ version of a meat offering should read a Meal Offering – there was no meat in this offering.
c. The Peace Offering - peace offering…an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.
Note: The Sin and Trespass (Guilt) offerings were non-sweet-savour offerings.

Lev. Ch. 4, 5

2. The Character of the Sweet-Savour Sacrifices.

a. All were burnt on the Altar - Aaron's sons shall burn it on the altar
Lev. 1:9; 2:2; 3:5
b. All were burnt and Accepted as sweet-smelling incense – burnt (Heb. qatar = to smoke, 
i.e. turn into fragrance by fire especially, as an act of worship:--burn (incense, sacrifice)
Strong
· Contrast the sin and guilt offerings:
Lev. 4:12
The whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp unto a clean place…

where the ashes are poured out shall he be burnt.

· They were burnt outside the Camp in a Clean place, and not on the altar.
· They were burnt  or Consumed Completely as rubbish – burnt
 (Heb. seraph from a primary root = to be (caus. set) on fire:--
(cause to, make a) burn ([-ing], up), kindle, burn utterly.


Strong


B. Jesus, the Sweet-Savour Sacrifice.
Eph. 5:2

Christ…loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour
1. He was the Selfless Burnt Offering before God.
If his offering be a burnt sacrifice…he shall offer it of his own voluntary will.
Lev. 1:3

Cp. Jesus - Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me,) 
to do Thy will, O God.
Heb. 10:7
2. He was the Spotless Meal Offering before Men.
Lev. 2:1, 3
When any will offer a meat offering unto the LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil upon it, and put frankincense thereon:… And the remnant of the meat offering shall be Aaron's and his son: 
Cp. Jesus the Meal Offering: 
Jn. 4:34


Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work.
a. He was without Sin as Fine Flour – …in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Heb. 4:15

b. He was Spirit-anointed as Oil poured on the Offering – 
Mt. 3:16

Jesus, when He was baptized… saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him:
c. God was Satisfied with Him – His life was Fragrant with Frankincense –
– This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased.
Mt. 3:17
3. He was the Sacrifice for the Peace Offering bringing the parties together.
Lev. 3:1
If his oblation be a sacrifice of peace offering…he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD.
Cf. Jesus the Peace Offering: 
Eph. 2:14; Rom. 5:1

He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
a. He brought Peace between God and the Sinner.
II Cor. 5:19
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them;
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

b. He brought Peace between the Jew (those nigh) and the Gentiles (those far off).
Eph. 2:13, 14

But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

In Him, there is no more Jew nor Gentile.
I Cor. 12:13

There is neither Jew nor Greek… for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
Gal. 3:28
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

As we Break the Break, let us remember Him Who offered Himself as a Sweet-Savour Sacrifice

that we may become one with God, with Him and with one another.
He still respects Thy sacrifice; Its savor sweet doth always please:
The offering smokes through earth and skies, Diffusing life, and joy, and peace;

To these, Thy lower courts, it comes, And fills them with divine perfumes. 
Charles Wes​ley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Jesus was the Sweet-Smelling Burnt Sacrifice before God: 
He voluntarily came down from heaven to earth to be our Substitute bearing our Sins on His body on the tree. (I Pet. 2:21-24)

because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps:

Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth:

Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, he threatened not; 
but committed himself to Him that judgeth righteously:

Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
Jesus was the Sweet-Smelling Meal Sacrifice before Man: 
Jesus…was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death…that He by the grace of God should taste death for every man (Heb. 2:9) for as Man, He said, My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work. (Jn. 4:34). Thus, as Man, in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted. (Heb. 2:18) and was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. (Heb. 4:15)
Jesus was the Sweet-Smelling Peace Sacrifice to bring about Peace between God and Man, for we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  (Rom. 5:1), 

and between Jews and Gentiles for He is our peace, Who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in Himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God. (Eph. 2:14-19).
Jesus brought pleasure to God and peace between God and man and between Jew and Gentile, the two main human races that make up the world. 
Is your life a sweet-smelling sacrifice unto God?


To be so, you need to…
Eph. 5:1-5, NIV
Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children
and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us
…among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people.
Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, 
but rather thanksgiving.
For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person--such a man is an idolater--has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
REFLECT 
2. The outstanding characteristic of a sweet-smelling savour sacrifice 
is the pleasure it brings to the one to whom it is offered.
Of our Lord Jesus, God His Father said from heaven:

At His baptism: This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased.
Mt. 3:17

At His transfiguration: This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased. Mt. 17:5
Can this be said of you and your life? Is it well-pleasing to God?
REFLECT
Pertinent Points to Ponder:
The rich fool sought ease for, and to please, his soul and lost it. (Lk. 12:19)
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: 
and whosoever will lose his life for My sake shall find it. (Matt. 16:25)
