R367 Rumination for 12th February, 2012
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: God will provide himself a lamb
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The Text: 
My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering.

Gen. 22:8
The Thots:
 

Introduction: How would God Provide?

A. God Himself had Planned for it.

1. God’s Foreknowledge would know the need for it – 

For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate. 
Rom. 8:29a
2. God Foreordained it – 
I Pet. 1:18-20

Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold…

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot 

Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world. 
3. God Foreshadowed it, when He provided a ram as Substitute for Isaac.
Gen. 22:13
Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. 
He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.
· A Slain Sacrifice with blood Shed would ever be a Substitute for Someone (who Sinned)
[See below]
B. God Himself Pictured the need for it.

1. God’s Precepts (Law) Spelled it out.
Lev. 4.
a. And if any one of the common people sin…
4:27
b. If he bring a lamb for a sin offering, he shall bring it…without blemish.
4:32
c. And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering…
4:34
d. And the priest shall make an atonement for his sin that he hath committed, 
and it shall be forgiven him.
4:35
2. God’s Prophets (e.g. Isaiah) Prophesied of the Suffering Lamb to come.
Isa. 53:7

a. The Lamb would Suffer – he was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
b. The Lamb would be Silent before its oppressors.

…yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
Cf. Pilate… saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.
Jn. 19:9
c. The Lamb would be Slain for the sin of the world.
Isa. 53:5, 7



He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:


He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter… with his stripes we are healed.

Cf. John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world… looking upon Jesus as he walked, 
he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!
Jn. 1:29, 36
i. Jesus was the Lamb Pictured in types in the O.T.
ii. Jesus was the Lamb Prophesied Who would come.

C. Yes, God Himself Provided it.
1. God provided a ram for Abraham as Substitute for Isaac.
Gen. 22:13
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: 
and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
2. God provided Jesus, the Lamb to take away the Sin of the world.

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world…
Jn. 1:29
3. God’s Spotless Lamb was Slain and His blood Shed to redeem us.
I Pet. 1:18, 19
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with…silver and gold… 
But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
D. Finally All would Pay Tribute to God’s Lamb on the Throne. 

1. The Lamb would Stand in the Place of Honour.
Rev. 5:6

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, 
and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain.

2. He would Sit enthroned to receive all Praise, Glory and Honour.
Rev. 5:13

And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
Behold the glories of the Lamb Amidst His Father’s throne.
Prepare new honors for His name, And songs before unknown.
Let elders worship at His feet, The Church adore around,

With vials full of odors sweet, And harps of sweeter sound. 
Isaac Watts
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 367
1. With God nothing happens by accident. Every event that enters our life experience is not without His permission or knowledge. Luck is not in the vocabulary of the Christian.

Consider the following texts:

(Rom 8:28 KJV)  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
(Rom 8:28 NRSV)  We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.

Consider the Comprehensiveness of the “all things” –

They Encompass those which are good.

They Embrace those which are not so good – the bad?

Whatever, they Enter into our lives and work together for our good ultimately.

We may not feel so initially and we may be frustrated and disappointed, even confused.
But patience and Endurance is needed for us to see that ultimate good.

Thus, we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;

And patience, experience; and experience, hope:

And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
Rom. 5:3-5
Thus, Paul is able to say and to challenge us:
Rom. 8:34-39

Who is he that condemneth? 
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God, 
Who also maketh intercession for us.

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Consider the Condition for these things to happen for our good –

It is to them that love God, to them who are the called
Consider the Context for these things to happen:

It is according to His purpose.
Paul states: “We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose” – Do you know? Do you believe?



REFLECT

2. How could all things have happened for good to Paul when finally he was martyred?
Had God failed to protect and preserve Paul when he was killed?

Consider what Paul said so triumphantly when he knew his end was near: (II Tim. 4:6-8)

For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

The Secret of knowing all things work for good is to look beyond the Present to the Prospect awaiting us. Can you do that?
REFLECT.
Pertinent Points to Ponder:

All God’s Gifts are Perfect (Jas. 1:17) and All Things work together for Good.

However, some may not be Pleasant!
