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The Theme: We have not an high priest…
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The Text: 
We have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 


but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Heb. 4:15a
The Thots:
 

A. The Statement Negatively Expressed.
Heb. 4:15a, b
1. We have not an high priest…i.e. our High Priest is not of the Aaronic Priesthood.

a. Aaron was an earthly high priest.

5:1
Every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God.
b. To minister, he had first to Atone for his sins; then only for the others.
5:3
And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins.
c. He could only Access the Mercy Seat of God one day in a year with blood of an offering.
9:7
Into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood.

2. Which Cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities.
Heb. 4:15b, NRSV
We do not have a High Priest Who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses.
A qualification of an earthly high priest was that he himself must be able…

a. To empathise with those who were Wayward.
Heb. 5:2a, NRSV
He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward.
b. To sympathise with those who were Weak.
Heb. 5:2b, NRSV
He himself is subject to weakness.
c. And the Lord, our High Priest was NOT one who could NOT fulfil these conditions:
 
i. For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted. 
2:18
ii. In the days of His flesh…He had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears. 5:7
iii. And was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.


4:15
· Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 

and find grace to help in time of need.
Heb. 4:16
B. The Statement Positively Emphasised.
Heb. 4:15c
but was in all points tempted like as we are.
1. We have an Eternal High Priest of the Melchisedec Priesthood.
6:20b
Jesus, made an High Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

a. This is a Sovereign and an eternal priesthood.

i. He is the King-High Priest Who ministers in Heaven.
Heb. 4:14

We have a great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God.
ii. And He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, 
…He ever liveth to make intercession for them as well.

b. He is Sinless and need not have to make atonement for any sin of His own – 
4:15c
He was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

c. His Shed blood paved and opened the way into God’s presence for us.
10:19
Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,
2. He was at Every Point tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Heb. 4:15c
a. We do not have a High Priest Who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses.
Heb. 4:15a, NIV
b. We have One Who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin.
Heb. 4:15b, NIV
C. The Statement Affirmatively Explained.

1. Because we have such a High Priest in Heaven,
Heb. 4:16

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need.
2. And having an High Priest over the house of God…
Heb. 10:21-25
a. Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

b. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for He is faithful that promised;)
c. And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 
but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

· Let us therefore by a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is 
to say, His flesh (Heb. 10:20); remember Him as we Break the Bread, symbol of His Body Bruised for us.
O the depth of love divine, th’unfathomable grace! Who shall say how bread and wine God into us conveys!
How the bread His flesh imparts, how the wine transmits His blood, 


Fills His faithful people’s hearts with all the life of God! 
Charles Wes​ley
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 365

1. Today in the Roman Catholic Church there are many levels of priestly hierarchy with the Pope at the top and down the line to include patriarchs, archbishops, cardinals, priests, pastors, vicars, etc. not necessarily in the correct order or inclusive of all levels.

Likewise in the protestant churches and denominations, there is also an almost similar, but not so elaborate, hierarchy beginning with the Archbishop and down the many levels depending on the set up of each particular church or denomination.
Yet in the New Testament only two classes are mentioned who are involved in sacramental ministries viz. the High Priest and the priests.

There is only one High Priest, (Arch) Bishop or Chief Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;
Heb. 3:1b

For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto 
the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 
I Pet. 2:25

When the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away. 
I Pet. 5:4.
And all others who are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are priests. 
There is no distinction among them:

Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood,

And hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father; 

to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Rev. 1:5, 6
As priests we have direct access into God’s presence; we need no other intermediaries in between.

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.

For we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need.
Heb. 4:14-16

We are members of the Holy Priesthood (I Pet. 2:5) to offer up spiritual sacrifices to God, 

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, 

to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
I Pet. 2:5

and we are also members of the Royal Priesthood to show forth His praises.
Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;
that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness 
into His marvellous light:
I Pet. 2:9

Our duty as a holy priest is to offer Spiritual Sacrifices to God and 

as a royal priest it is to Shine for the Lord and Show forth His praise in this world.

Are you carrying out your priestly duties on earth well?
REFLECT.

2. There is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 
I Tim. 2:5

There can be only One Intercessor between God and men – 

He is the Man Christ Jesus Who is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.  (Heb. 7:25)

Why do some churches or groups still teach that we need, in addition to this Man, 
some other saint or even a woman to intercede on our behalf before God?
REFLECT
Pertinent Points to Ponder:

We are Royal and Holy Priests NOT to live as paupers in slums or to scrounge among the filth of this world for our living. 
