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The Theme: Journeys made at Jesus’ Birth
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The Text: 
Joseph…went up from Galilee…into Judaea, unto the city of David…called Bethlehem. Lk. 2:4
The Thots:
 

Intro.: A number of Significant Journeys were made in connection with the Birth of Jesus. Consider:

A. Mary’s and Joseph’s Journey to Bethlehem.

Lk. 2:4

1. Caesar’s Census required all Citizens to go to Bethlehem to be Counted.
Lk. 2:1, 3, 4
Hence, all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also…

2. It was according to God’s Perfect Plan for His Son to be born.
Gal. 4:4

When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman…
3. It fulfilled Micah’s Prophecy of a coming Potentate:

Mic. 5:2; Mt. 2:5, 6
Thou, Bethlehem Ephratah…out of thee shall He come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

· Mary and Joseph journeyed to Bethlehem for Jesus to be Born there as Prophesied and Planned by God.
B. The Shepherds’ Journey to Bethlehem.

Lk. 2:15


It came to pass…the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass…and they came…and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
1. The Angelic Announcement of the Good news of Jesus’ Birth:
Lk. 2:8-11
There were…shepherds…keeping watch over their flock by night...and the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
2. The Accompanying hosts Acclaiming the Glory of God over this news:
Lk. 2:13, 14
Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
· It came to pass, as the angels were gone away…the shepherds said…Let us now go even unto Bethlehem.

C. The Magi’s Journey to Jerusalem and Bethlehem.

Mt. 2:1
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem…behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem.
1. Had they Studied the Scriptures to know the King of the Jews would be born at that time?
Mt. 2:2
Where is He that is born King of the Jews?...We have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.

2. They were led by a Star to the Stable where Jesus was born.

Mt. 2:9
Lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it…stood over where the young Child was.

3. They found the Christ Child, presented Him gifts from their treasures and worshipped Him.
When…they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him:
When they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
· The Magi had travelled a long way to Bethlehem to greet the new-born King!
· They came, they saw, they worshipped and presented the young Child gifts. 

Mt. 2:12
D. Joseph’s and Mary’s Journey to Egypt.

Mt. 2:13, 14
When he (Joseph) arose, he took the young child and His mother by night, and departed into Egypt:

1. The Reason? – Joseph’s Dream.


Mt. 2:13
Behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young Child and His mother, and flee into Egypt…: for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.
2. The Reason? Herod’s Deception.


Mt. 2:8
(Herod) sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young Child; 
and when ye have found Him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship Him also.

3. The Result? Herod’s Deadly massacre of infants.

Herod...sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem…from two years old and under.

· The Magi Determined to Worship… Herod also Desired to come and worship. But note the Difference!
E. Joseph’s and Mary’s Return Journey From Egypt.

Mt. 2:19, 20
1. He who Sought to kill Jesus himself would first die. The time for Jesus to die was not yet!
Mt. 2:19

When Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt

Saying, Arise, and take the young Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel. 
2. Jesus would grow up in Israel and Make Many journeys there to Minister to the Jews and later, Gentiles.
· The gospel of Christ…is the power of God unto salvation…to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. Rom. 1:16
F. Jesus’ last Journey on earth was to the cross.

Mt. 27:31-33 After that they...led Him away to crucify Him…unto a place called Golgotha.
1. Jesus had traversed the land of Israel proclaiming the Good news of Salvation.

2. Finally, the People rejected Him. They cried: Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him. 
Jn. 19:15
Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
· The Lord’s last journey on earth was to the cross where He cried out: 

Jn. 19:30
It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.
You came from heaven to earth, to show the way From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky Lord I lift Your name on high. 
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1. When they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, 
they departed into their own country another way.
Mt. 2:11, 12

The Wise Men (Magi) came to where Jesus was, saw Him, fell down and worshipped Him and presented unto Him the treasures they had brought with them: gold, frankincense and myrrh.

For their return journey, they were warned of God not to return by the same way.

This instruction is of great significance. For those who have met the Lord, seen the Lord and given their lives to the Lord, they ought not to return by the way they came. They would be setting out on a new life’s journey.
Consider the children of Israel who crossed the Red Sea heading for the Land of Promise – they could not return to Egypt any more as the sea that parted for them to pass through had closed back. They could no more return to Egypt, though admittedly on their way through the wilderness to the Promised Land they remember(ed) the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic: But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes. (Num. 11:5, 6)
The wise men were told not to return by the same way they went to Bethlehem.

Israel was taken out of Egypt and no more could they return to Egypt, though on the way they still longed for the pleasures of Egypt. It was easy for God to take Israel out of Egypt, but it would take God a life-time to take Egypt out of Israel.

You have come out of the world (Egypt) to believe in the Lord and you would not go back to your lost condition in the world. Stop longing for the leeks and onions of Egypt and be like Moses, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward. (Heb. 11:25, 26)
Has the Egypt of the world be taken out of your life? 
2. Compare the following quotes by different people concerning life’s journey:
· “Life’s a journey, not a destination.”
· “All of life is a journey which paths we take, what we look back on, and what we look forward to is up to us. We determine our destination, what kind of road we will take to get there, and how happy we are when we get there.”
· “Focus on the journey, not the destination. Joy is found not in finishing an activity but in doing it.”
· “The journey is the reward.”
All the above quotes focus on the Journey, and not on the Destination.

What you are, what you do and what you decide on the way makes or breaks your journey. 

Do you have a destination and allow it to shape your journey or seek to enjoy your journey and hope for the best that you will in the end arrive at your destination whatever it may be?
REFLECT
PERTINENT POINTS to PONDER:

Life is a Journey – it has a Destination, not a Destiny.  
What is the Difference and how will your Destination Define your Journey? 
