A New Year Rumination

R361 Rumination for 1st  January, 2012
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The Theme: I am…the first and the last.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last:
Rev. 1:11, 17; 2:8; 22:13

The Thots:
 

Intro.: Today is another very special day – New Year Day coincides with the Lord’s Day! 

Yesterday was the last day of the passing year. Today is the first day of the in-coming year.

It is also the first Lord’s Day and the first Lord’s Supper of the year.

It should remind us of the Lord Who is the First and the Last. Let us consider…
A. The LASTs of Jesus:

1. Jesus’ Last Supper (Passover).

Lk. 22:16-18
For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.

And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves:

For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.

· Soon after, He became the living Passover Lamb to be slain on the cross together with all other Passover lambs slain that hour. Cf. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 
Jn. 1:29
2. Jesus’ Last Saying of Seven uttered on the Cross.

Mt. 23:46

And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He said, Father, into Thy hands I commend 
My spirit: and having said thus, He gave up the ghost.

Mt. 23:46

Cf. He said, It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.

Jn. 19:30

· Jesus had finished the work He came to do – to give His life a ransom for many.

Mk. 10:45
3. Thus Jesus now, as the Last Adam, is a Life-giving Spirit.
I Cor. 15:45, NIV

So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being" ; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.
· Jesus gave His life in order to give life.
B. The FIRSTs of Jesus:

1. Jesus instituted the First Lord’s Supper to Remember Him.

Lk. 22:19, 20 cf. I Cor. 11:23-26

After the Last Passover (Lk. 22:16-18), the Lord instituted the First Lord’s Supper in anticipation: 

And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 

This is My body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

Likewise also the cup…saying, This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you.
2. Jesus was the First in Rank:

a. He was the firstborn over all creation – the First in Creation of all Creatures.
Col. 1:15, NIV
b. He was the firstborn Son – First and only Son (Child) to be born of a virgin.
Mt. 1:25; Lk. 2:7

c. He was the firstborn among many brethren – the First of all God’s Children.
Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:11, 12
3. Jesus was the First to Resurrect from the dead.

I Cor. 15:20; Col. 1:18
But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.

C. The FIRST and the LAST of Jesus.
Rev. 1:8, 11, 17; 2:8; 21:6; 22:1, 13
1. He is the first and the last – His Worth (cf. above)
Rev. (1:11), 17; 2:8; 22:13
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created all things, 
and for Thy pleasure they are and were created.
Rev. 4:11 [See #2 below]; 5:12
2. He is the beginning and the end – His Work
Rev. 21:6; 22:13
a. He Began (Commenced) all things.



Col. 1:16

For by Him were all things created… all things were created by Him, and for Him.


Cf. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made.
Jn. 1:3
b. And He is Before all things, and by Him all things Consist.



Col. 1:17
c. And He will Bring to a Conclusion all things.
I Cor. 15:24, 25 
Then cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; 
when He shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. The last enemy … is death.
3. He is Alpha and Omega – His Word
Rev. 1:8, (11); 21:6; 22:13

Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek Alphabet. 
They together with all the letters in between form all words in the Greek vocabulary.

a. Jesus is the Word – the Living Word of what God Says.


Jn. 1:1
- In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
b. His Word will remain true and Steadfast.
Mt. 5:18; Lk. 16:17

Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

Let this first Lord’s Supper of the Year make a difference in your Remembrance of Him.
Yesterday, today, forever, Jesus is the same.

All may change, but Jesus never! Glory to His Name! 
A.B. Simp​son
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 361/2012
1. Yesterday saw the past year fade away. What had it been to you…
a) In your relationship with God?

How did you relate to Him – were you conscious of His Presence, Promises, Power, Provision and Personal leading in your life?

Did you faithfully read His Word every day and spend time communing with Him daily – praying, praising, thanking, worshipping, supplicating, interceding, etc. ?  (cf. I Tim. 2:1)
b) In your relationship with others around you?


Did you Care and Communicate with members of your family –

taking an interest in what they were doing, encouraging them when they were down, 
rejoicing with them when they were up?

How many new friends had you made and how had the tie between old friends developed? 
To how many had you spoken concerning the Lord Jesus Christ?  
How many had been won for Him and how many had been restored because you reached out to them when they needed you most?

c) In your relationship with the saints in your local church?
Had you been attending gatherings in your church regularly – not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. (Heb. 10:25)? 
Had you been contributing towards the life and testimony of your home church?

There are a thousand and one other questions you can ask yourself as to your performance last year. The above will suffice. How did you perform?


Do not be discouraged if you have fallen short. Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us (Heb. 12:1). Rise up and go forth in His Name. Perhaps you will try to make a difference beginning from today.
REFLECT
2. Today begins a new day and a new year for you. Is it going to be a repeat of last year, or is it going to make a difference – either for better or for worse? What are your “New Year Resolutions” for Him?
Remember He is the First and the Last, the Beginning and the Ending, the Alpha and the Omega. What you need to do to help you make a difference for the better for this year is to look unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. (Heb. 12:2)
Alvin Ung in his book, Barefoot Leadership, hopes it will change the mindset of the analytical cynic who is paralysed because he focuses purely in analyzing the…problems but doesn’t do anything to make a difference, and the helpless idealist who wants to make a difference but is paralysed because he thinks he lacks the skills and experience to make a difference.

With God’s help you can make a difference in your life and in the lives of others this year.
God is still on the throne, And He will remember His own;
Tho’ trials may press us and burdens distress us, He never will leave us alone;
God is still on the throne, He never forsaketh His own;
His promise is true, He will not forget you, God is still on the throne.


REFLECT
Starting today and continuing each week, there will also be the Points to Ponder – 
a short pertinent thot for you to ponder as a summary of the Reflections.

Today’s PERTINENT POINT to PONDER:

Determine to make a Difference in your Life and Living for this year!

What You are; How you Live; What you Do; What You say – Make a Difference!
Wishing all of you:

A Blessed, Bountiful and Fruitful New Year

From my wife and me.
