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The Theme: 
Unto Us
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The Text: 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.
Isa. 9:6
The Thots:
 

Intro.: With the Dawn of December, thoughts inevitably move forward to Christmas and the end of another year.

Some will Celebrate Christmas Commercially; others seek to preserve it as the Birthday of Jesus Christ and observe it

religiously and ritually. Many Christians would just Commemorate it as one day when Jesus was born and remember the 

fact historically, taking the occasion to spread the Good News of His Birth. 


For us, let us take this month of December to ruminate on the first coming of our Lord Jesus Christ biblically. 


Let us commence with the Prophecy of His Birth.

A. Unto Us a Child is Born – The Lord’s Incarnation.

Isa. 9:6
1. He was the Child in Prophecy – 
a. He was the Promised Seed of the Woman.
Gen. 3:16

I will put enmity between thee [the serpent] and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

b. He was the Promised Son of a Virgin – Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son.
Isa. 7:14a
c. He would be called Jesus, Promised to Save His people from their sins.
Mt. 1:21
· Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet. Mt. 1:22, 23
2. When He was born, He was the Child given all Preeminence.

Matt. 2:11

a. He took Precedence over His Mother, Mary, when Mentioned in…
Mt. 2:11, 13, 14, 20, 21
The young Child with Mary His mother…

b. He was given all Prominence in Worship: He was Worthy of it.
Mt. 2:11a
They [the wise men]… saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him 
c. He was the Only One to Whom they Presented gifts: gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
Mt. 2:11b

Note: In all cases it was He, and not Mary, Who received all the Attention and Adoration.
3. He was the Child Prepared to be the Messiah of Israel. 
Lk. 2:34

a. As Recognised by Simeon: 
Lk. 2:25, 29-32

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord's Messiah…a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel.
(NRSV)
b. As Related to Mary:
Lk. 2:34, 35

Behold, this Child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel…
c. As Reinforced by Anna.
Lk. 2: 36-38

She…gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of Him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.
Concluding Thot: And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world… I Tim. 3:16
B. Unto Us a Son is Given – God’ s Presentation  of His Gift.

Isa. 9:6
1. The Promise – Jesus was the Son of Promise – unto us a Son is given.

Cf. The Picture of God and His Son as illustrated by Abraham and Isaac –
a. Abraham was given a Son – Abraham called the name of his son…Isaac.
Gen. 21:3
b. Isaac was the Son whom Abraham loved – thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest,
Gen. 22:2

c. Abraham was to Sacrifice his son unto God – offer him there for a burnt offering
Gen. 22:2

d. But his son was Spared – Lay not thine hand upon the lad...
Gen. 22:12

God’s Son was not! - He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all
Rom. 8:32a

2. The Son was the Proof of God’s Love – 
a. God (Showed) proved His love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
Rom. 5:8, NRSV

b. God So loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.
Jn. 3:16

c. God Spared not His Son, but delivered Him up for us all.
Rom. 8:32

3. The Period and Purpose – But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son
Gal. 4:4, NIV
a. The Son came in the Fulness of time.
Gal. 4:4

b. The Son came to Fulfil prophecy.
Matt. 1:21-23

Concluding Thot: Compare the Angels’ Announcement to the Shepherds and also unto us:


For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
Lk. 2:11

 For unto us a Child is born, To us a Son is giv’n;
The government shall rest on Him ,Th’ anointed One from Heav’n.
His name is Wonderful Counselor, The Mighty God is He,
The Everlasting Father, The humble Prince of Peace. 
Su​san H. Pe​ter​son
Reflections for the Week

R. 356

1. The-Mother-and-Child icon is well known in art and religious circles. Among the latter,
the mother is often highlighted and given greater attention. It is assumed that she is more compassionate and has a loving heart to intercede on the pray-er’s behalf.  Hence, 

much prayer is made in the name of Mary, the mother of Jesus.
Yet, the Bible has this to say:

I Tim. 2:5, 6

There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus;

Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.
He is the One and Only Mediator Who qualifies to be our Intercessor because He gave His life a ransom for us and God had accepted and approved His act of redemption by raising Him from the dead. As such, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; (Heb. 1:3) wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them. (Heb. 7:25)
When Jesus died on the cross, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; (Mt. 27:51) signifying that the way of access into God’s presence is now open. We can now confidently approach God’s throne of Grace personally to seek help in time of need.

Therefore, since we have a great High Priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a High Priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have One who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (Heb. 4:14-16, NIV)

Are you confident that God will answer your prayers or do you think that only prayers of your elders or leaders or “priests” in your church are effective and you must go through them or seek them to pray for you because you feel your own prayers are not efficacious?
REFLECT.
2. The Lord Jesus must always be the sole Object of our worship, none else apart from God, the Father!
Hence, when the wise men were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. (Matt. 2:11)

Compare the experience of John:

When I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which showed me these things. And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: 
     I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: 


Rev. 19:10

Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God.
Rev. 22:9

Can we ever worship a man or woman of similar ilk as ourselves, no matter how “holy” or “righteous” or “saintly” as others may perceive him or her to be? Can we worship angels?


REFLECT.
