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The Text: 
 And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy.
Matt. 28:8

The Thots:
  
A. The Tragedy leading to the Sepulchre 

It was not the Tragedy of the Son of Man, but that of Sinful Man as seen in Pilate and others.

1. Pilate Sent an innocent Man to the Sepulchre.


Three times Pilate said: I find in Him no fault at all.

Jn. 18:38; 19:4, 6


Yet Pilate sent this innocent Man to be crucified!
2. It Showed up Man at his worst.

a. Earlier, before being buried in the Sepulchre…

Jesus was Scourged and Smitten, then Sentenced to be crucified.
Jn. 19:1-3, 6, 16

What had He done that they should do this to an innocent Man?

b. It was not enough burying Jesus in the Sepulchre, 


They made the Sepulchre Sure, Sealing the Stone, and Setting a watch. 
Matt. 27:66


Why were they so fearful of this innocent Man?

c. At the Sepulchre, Man showed himself for what he was.

Man was, and is, an open Sepulchre with all his Sins
Rom. 3:10-18

- That was and is the Tragedy at the Sepulchre!
B. The Triumph at the Sepulchre

1. The Empty Sepulchre: In spite of all that Man could do…
a. God would not allow His Son to remain in the Sepulchre – He resurrected Him


i. (They) laid Him in a sepulchre. But God raised Him from the dead:

Acts 13:39

ii. God raised Him from the dead, freeing Him from the agony of death 


because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him.
Acts 2:24, NIV

iii. Neither wilt Thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
Acts 2:27

b. Jesus rose again from the dead as He Said.


He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. Mt. 28:6

2. The Evidence of the Resurrected Saviour.



a. The burial cloth was not Disturbed, but the Christ in it had Disappeared.
Jn. 20:6, 7

b. The Sepulchre was Sealed earlier, but Jesus was now Standing outside!

Jn. 20:14

3. The new Experience with the Risen Saviour.

a. Peter was Restored: Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Mk. 16:7; Jn. 21:15-17

b. Thomas Recognised Him: Thomas … said unto Him, My Lord and my God.  
Jn.  20:28; I Cor. 15:5-8

c. We are Reassured: 


If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 
 I Cor. 15:14, 15

- This is the Triumph of the Empty Sepulchre!

C. The Trophies at the Sepulchre
Matt. 28:8

And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy


Consider what the women took with them when they left the Sepulchre – their “Trophies”:

1. Fear  
Phobeo = to frighten, (pass.) to be alarmed; to be in awe of, i.e. revere: 

[Strong]
a. The Fear of Alarm – the women Found an empty sepulchre: they were Fearful.

Matt. 28:5, 6

b. The Fear of Amazement – the women could not Fathom, but they believed in Faith.
Matt. 28:5

c. The Fear of Awe – the women accepted the Fact, Fell at His Feet and worshipped.
Matt. 28:9

2. Great Joy
they were filled with great joy
a. The Joy at the sight of the Resurrected Saviour.
Cf. Lk. 24:40, 41

b. The Joy of a Risen Lord with a promise to Return.
Cf. Lk. 24:51, 52; Acts 1:11

c. For us, for now, it is the Joy of Remembrance as today we remember Him.
Cf. Jn. 20:29b

The Sight of the empty Sepulchre was Alarming, 

The Sight of Jesus Standing outside was Amazing,

The Sight of Jesus Standing now Among us,

Seen only by the eyes of Faith, is truly Awe-inspiring.



Let us Remember and Revere Him – our Risen Lord!
KC Ung
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1. Many great religious leaders in ages past led many to follow them in their life-time. 
Then they died and left behind the legacy of their teaching. These holy men were greatly revered; to memorialize their lives and good works monuments were raised at the places where they died for their adherents to visit and to pay their homage. Thus, pilgrimages were and are still made to these tombs of remembrance to keep the memories of their leaders alive.  These tombs have become holy places.
Our Lord today left behind an empty tomb. 

He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.
Come, see the place where the Lord lay. (Mt. 28:6)

Today no one is even sure where the actual sepulchre He lay in is, though two groups try to claim their respective sites as the burial place of the Lord:
Church of the Holy Sepulchre:

The site is venerated as Golgotha (the Hill of Calvary), where Jesus was crucified, and is said also to contain the place where Jesus was buried (the sepulchre). The church has been an important Christian pilgrimage destination since at least the 4th century, as the purported site of the resurrection of Jesus.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Holy_Sepulchre
The Garden Tomb (also known as Gordon's Calvary), located in Jerusalem, outside the city walls and close to the Damascus Gate, is a rock-cut tomb considered by some to be the site of the burial and resurrection of Jesus, and to be adjacent to Golgotha, in contradistinction to the traditional site for these—the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. There is no mention of the Garden Tomb as the place of Jesus' burial before the nineteenth century.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden_Tomb
These two rival groups might fight over the burial place of Jesus. They fail to heed the words of the angel: He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. 

What is important to us is that our Lord had risen again from the dead in order that He might be with us in Person (lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world, Mt. 28:20). His Promised Presence and Power will never leave us. 

Look not to a Pilgrimage to a tomb that is empty but to the Person, Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever (Heb. 13:8). The Testimony of the empty Tomb is the Triumph that can help us overcome any “Tragedy” that can ever befall us. 
It is our Trophy for this life and the life hereafter.
REFLECT.
2. Should Christians be Buried or Cremated?
What does the Bible say? What are your thoughts?
REFLECT
Below are some websites which discuss this vexed question. 
Control + Click the URLs to get to the links.




· http://www.mountainretreatorg.net/faq/cremation.html
· http://www.religioustolerance.org/crematio.htm
· http://www.tenth.org/qbox/qb_000709.htm
· http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2002/may21/27.66.html
· http://www.gotquestions.org/cremation-Bible.html
· http://www.letgodbetrue.com/bible/heresies/cremation.htm
