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The Theme: 
One Spoon of…Gold, full of incense
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The Text: 
 One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense:
Num. 7:14

The Thots:
 

Background: The Construction of the Tabernacle had been Completed.
Num. 7:1a


The Consecration of its Furniture and Vessels had been Concluded.
Num. 7:1b


The Command was given for Israel’s leaders to Contribute to its services.
Num. 7:2-9

For the Dedication of the Altar, each of the 12 tribal leaders of Israel was to contribute


the specified offerings on special days as appointed to them. 
Num. 7:10ff

Among the offerings, each tribal prince must contribute was…

One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense: 

Num. 7:14, 30, 26, etc. (12 occ.)
A. The Spoon – A Vessel in the Sanctuary is a Figure of the Believer.
One spoon

“Spoon” is kaph in Hebrew = the hollow hand or palm (… even of the bowl of a dish)… 

Thus, hollow, middle, palm, paw, power, sole, spoon.



[Strong]

1. The Free translation of kaph. Following are some translations of this word in the various versions:


– “spoon” (KJV, YLT); “pan” (NKJV); “dish” (NIV, NRSV); “box” (LB); “cup” (DNT); “container” (NLT)

Kaph was one of the vessels used at the Table of Shewbread in the Sanctuary.
Num. 7:1; Exo. 37:10, 16

2. The Fact – in a great house there are vessels of all sorts.

II Tim. 2:20


In a great house there are… vessels of gold and of silver…also of wood and of earth;

3. The Figure – the vessel is a figure of a believer in God’s House.

II Tim. 2:21

If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour.

B. The Spoon’s Value in the Sanctuary – the Fulness of Redemption   
of ten shekels of gold
1. The Material.
The spoon was of Gold – God’s Righteousness imputed to the believer.
Cf. Rom. 4:22

2. The Measurement. 
The weight of ten shekels was measured according to the Shekel weight in the Sanctuary.



Num. 7:86 cf. 7:13, 19, 25, etc., Exo. 30:13

3. The Metal of the Shekel weight was Silver.

a. The Shekel weight of Silver was the unit of value through the whole age of Hebrew history. 
[Unger]

b. The Shekel in the Sanctuary was the Standard of the Ransom/Redemption/Atonement money. Exo. 30:16

c. Thus, the Spoon was Gold associated with Silver –

i. They were Shadows pointing to the Fulness of Redemption that would come in Christ.

ii. The Spoon with its silver and gold association could not purchase redemption, 

iii. But the Shed blood of Christ could.
I Pet. 1:18, 19


Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, 


as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;


But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

C. A Vacuous Spoon is Forbidden – it had to be full of Incense.
full of incense
1. Literally kaph means the hollow hand or palm, and it must be Full of Fragrance

2. Specifically, none in Israel was to appear before the Lord empty.

Deut. 16:16, 17

They shall not appear before the LORD empty: Every man shall give as he is able, 


according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which he hath given thee.

3. Spiritually, the believer is to appear before the Lord Full of the Fragrance of Worship.

a. As the Spoon was used to put incense on the loaves on the Table of Shewbread.

Lev. 24:5-7, NIV

b. So this act Signifies the believer sending up his/her fragrance of worship even as he/she 

participates of the bread on the Table, thus Remembering and Revering his/her Lord.

This morning may all of us be Spoons of ten Shekels of Gold full of Incense.

We may be but spoons in the sanctuary – help us, O Lord, to adore Thee,

Sending up our Worship Incense – filling thine House full of Praise Fragrance.

Fill our Heads with knowledge of Thine Person,

Fill our Hearts with Love for Thee,

And fill our Hands with Gifts.



Let them all, O Lord, not empty be.
KC Ung
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 322 (R40)
1. Mary of Bethany, of the house of Lazarus and Martha, was typically a spoon in the House of God. She was that spoon full of incense (her pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly) that was brought into the presence of her Lord to anoint Jesus' feet and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume (Jn. 12:3, NIV).

The beloved of the king was another spoon full of incense. She entered his majesty’s presence while the king was at his table, (and her) perfume spread its fragrance. (Song of Songs 1:12, NIV).
The Psalmist was also a spoon in the King’s House. When he entered into the King’s Presence, his spoon was full with fragrance. He had prepared himself beforehand to approach the king and he said: 

My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer. (Psa. 45:1)

Every Lord’s Day we enter the Presence of His Majesty, the King. We are to remember the Lord in the breaking of the bread and drinking of the cup as to Who He is and what He has accomplished for us.  We are also spoons in His House being vessels of gold and of silver in His great house (II Tim. 2:20). 
Are our spoons filled full with fragrance when we approach His Presence?
REFLECT
2. A spoon is one of the vessels in the great house of God – and each one of us is a vessel.

In a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.

If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. (II Tim. 2:20, 21)
Just as there are various types of vessels (gold, silver, wood, clay, etc.) in that house, there are different personalities in the family of God and also in the house of God. They have been allotted various positions and responsibilities (some for special use, some for ordinary, II Tim. 2:20, NRSV) according to the Master’s sovereign design and choice. While this is so, each vessel has two conditions to fulfil, viz.

a. Be where the Master has placed the vessel and fulfil what it is to do.

b. Be clean (purged from all uncleanness), because the Master can only use clean vessels for His purpose.
Are you a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work? (II Tim. 2:20, 21)
REFLECT
