R313_(38) Rumination for 06 February, 2011

The Theme: 
We have a High Priest
The Text:  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;



but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

Heb. 4:15
The Thots:
Thus, we have a high priest who can be touched with our infirmities. 

A. The Representation of the High Priest

Heb. 5:1

He is Ordained for men in things pertaining to God. 
1. He Represents God to Man – he is God’s Oracle.

2. He Represents Man to God – he Offers both gifts and sacrifices for sins:

B. The Requirements for the High Priest

Heb 

1. He must be Chosen among men – For every high priest taken from among men
5:1

2. He must  be Called of God – he that is called of God
5:4

3. He must be Compassionate – Who can have compassion on the ignorant
5:2

C. The Repeated ministry of Aaron, the High Priest

Heb
1. He was Selected a High Priest after the Law.
7:28

For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity;

2. He was Sinful, he himself also is compassed with infirmity.
5:2 cf. 7:28

3. He had to offer Sacrifices for his own sins daily and annually.
7:27; 9:7

Who needeth…daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins…
4. He had to Stand when ministering – his service being never finished.
10:11 ct. 10:12

Every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices…
5. He had to be Substituted (replaced) by reason of death.
7:23, NRSV
The…priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office;


D. The Regality of Christ, the High Priest

Heb
1. He is the Anointed King-High Priest, the only one to be such in Israel.
7:1-3

a. Our Lord Sprang out of Juda – the kingly line, 


of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.
7:14

b. He is after the Similitude of Melchisedec, the king-priest.
7:15

2. He Abideth a priest continually.
7:3

a. He is not after …a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.
7:16

b. He continueth ever…he ever liveth
7:24, 25

3. He was Appointed by an Oath.
7:21


The Lord sware …Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
7:21

Though Christ is a Superior High Priest when compared to Aaron, we have such a High Priest …

1. Who is made like unto his brethren…to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.

2:17

2. Who Himself hath suffered being tempted, (thus) He is able to succour them that are tempted.
2:18

3. Who can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; (being) in all points tempted like as we are.
4:15

4. Who is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him…
7:25

E. The Remembrance of Our High Priest

Now having (such) an high priest over the house of God…
10:21

1. Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith 

having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

to remember Him

I Cor. 11:24, 25

a. In the Breaking of the Bread – He Who had passed through the veil, that is to say, his flesh
Heb. 10:20

b. In the Drinking of the Cup – Jesus Who had entered into the Holiest by His own blood.
Heb. 10:19
2. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for He is faithful that promised;)
3. And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 

but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 


ye do show the Lord's death till he come. 
I Cor. 11:26

Jesus! The Lord’s Anointed, before the throne on high,

The Priest by God appointed, by Thee we now draw nigh;

Before the Father’s presence, Thy blood has made us clean,

And faith hath full assurance, since now in Thee we’re seen.

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 313
1. No priest of Israel could ever be a priest and a king at the same time. 
To be a priest, he must be from the tribe of Levi and to be a king, he must be from the tribe of Judah.  No one in Israel could ever be born from two tribes simultaneously!
Thus for Jesus, to be Priest and King He must be from a different order 

– He was of the order of Melchizedek who was a king-priest.
Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
Heb. 6:20
For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God…
Heb. 7:1

Jesus is the Fore-runner of us all as king-priests 

The Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest 
for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
Heb. 7:20

He has made us priests:
I Pet. 2:5

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

He has also made us kings:
I Pet. 2:9

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;
that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness 

into His marvellous light:
As priests, we have a right to gain direct access into His presence and to Worship Him:

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
Heb. 4:15, 16
As kings, we shall one day reign with Him. 
Rev. 20:6

Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him...
In the meanwhile, we need to Witness for our King – to show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light.
I Pet. 2:9
What challenges does your position as a king-priest hold for you this week?
REFLECT
2. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;

but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 
Heb. 4:15
Note the two negatives to emphasize the positive concluding with an affirmative:

The Negatives: We have not…which cannot…
The Positive: Therefore we have an High Priest …which can be touched…

The Affirmative: He was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

The above is an amazing assurance of what our High Priest is to us both positively and negatively expressed with such great emphasis that we should never doubt Him as our Intercessor even the least bit. It is trebly assured in positive, negative and affirmative terms that we cannot ask for more.

Consider therefore the Challenge to us:

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need.
Heb. 4:16
What do the two texts (Heb. 4:15, 16) above mean to you?
REFLECT
