​​R311 (33) Rumination for January 23, 2011

The Theme: 
A Place Called…
The Text: 
Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane.
Mt. 26:36

The Thots:


A. a place called Gethsemane.
Mt. 26:36
Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane.

1. 
Its Meaning – A Greek word from Aramaic = an Oil press or Olive press.

It was a garden (Jn. 18:1) Outside the city, across the Kidron Valley on the Mount of Olives.

2. It Marked the Commencement of Jesus’ Mission to the Cross.

a. There He agonised and Sweated drops of blood as He Struggled with His coming mission.  Lk. 22:41-44
i. Being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: 

and His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.
ii. He…kneeled down, and prayed, saying, Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me: nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done.
b. There Judas Turned Traitor and betrayed His Lord for Thirty pieces of silver. 

i. His earlier Conspiracy with the Chief Priests:

Mt. 26:14, 15
Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, and said unto them, What will ye give me, 
and I will deliver Him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.

ii. His later Commitment in pointing out Christ with a kiss.

Mt. 26:48, 49

Now he that betrayed Him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He: 
hold him fast. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed Him.
B. A Place called Golgotha
Mt. 27:33; Mk. 15:22; Jn. 19:17
When they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull.
Cf. And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary,
Lk. 23:33
1. Its Meaning – 

a. Its Aramaic name means “the skull”.
b. Its Alternative names:

i. The Hebrew word gulgoleth also means “head” or “skull”.

cf. II Kgs. 9:35; I Chr. 10:10
And they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the skull (gulgoleth)

Or as in the NRSV - they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). Mt. 27:33
ii. The Greek version is kravion, cf. Eng. Cranium which is translated “Calvary”

Lk. 23:33

When they were come to the place, which is called Calvary [From Lat. Calvaria = “skull” ] 
2. Its Mark of semblance:

a. Was it a Mound or a Mount?  There was a hill nearby Jerusalem that in some way resembled a skull.
Cf. 
The classic hymn: On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross…

George Bennard
Or 
Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at His feet,
Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” hear Him cry; learn of Jesus Christ to die.

James Mont​gom​e​ry
b. Or was it a Prominent Public highway where the Romans held their public executions?
Cf. Lam. 1:12
Cf. Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the LORD hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger.
3. Its Message and Challenge: It mattered not where Calvary could be –
What was Certain was that the Lord was Crucified outside the City gate: 
Heb. 13:12, NRSV
a. There He Suffered for our Sins – Jesus also suffered outside the city gate.
b. There He Sanctified us to make us Saintly (holy) – in order to sanctify the people by His own blood.
c. Our Sure response: Let us go forth…unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.
Heb. 13:13, 14

For here have we no Continuing city, but we seek one to Come.

Hence, our Commemoration of Him at the Lord’s Supper until He Comes.
I Cor. 11:26
O Calvary! dark Calvary! Where Jesus shed His blood for me;

O Calvary! blest Calvary!’Twas there my Savior died for me. 
W.M. Dar​wood
C. a place called …Armageddon
Rev. 16:16

He gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.

Gk. Armageddon from Heb. har Mgiddo, hill or city of Megiddo.



 


When Jesus comes again in Judgment…

1. His feet will Split the Mount of Olives.
Zech. 14:4

And His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives…and the mount…shall cleave in the midst thereof…and there shall be a very great valley…
2. He will aSsemble His enemies together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. Rev. 16:15, 16

And before Him shall be gathered all nations: and He shall separate them one from another, 

and He will judge them, after which He will establish His kingdom of peace on earth.
Mt. 25:31, 32
Then the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and His name one. Zech. 14:9
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Gethsemane, Calvary or Golgotha and Armageddon are special names given by Scripture  (“a place called…”) because of special events that would take place there and change completely the course of time.
Gethsemane was a milestone in the life of Jesus where He still could have the option of not doing God’s Will in not going to the cross to be the sacrifice for us all. 
Thus He prayed:

O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: 
He had come to the Crossroads of time and He was facing a Crisis that would change the course of human history. Should He go forward or turn back to where He came from?

He chose… 
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. 
Mt. 26:39
· … To Fulfill His Father’s Mission for Him:
I Jn. 4:9, 10
God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him…
· … To be obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Phil. 2:8
· … To bare our sins in His own body on the tree…
I Pet. 2:24
​And so it was at Gethsemane that Father and Son made the decision that the Son must drink of that cup to manifest the Father’s love and the Son’s love for Sinners.

Calvary was another milestone in the life of Jesus as He faced the crisis of coming down from the Cross. He was taunted by one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. (Lk. 23:39)

He was forsaken by His own disciples – all the disciples forsook Him, and fled. (Mt. 26:56) and even His Father forsook Him: And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying…My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken Me? (Mat 27:46) 
But it was on the Cross at Calvary that He Chose to remain until “It is finished.” (Jn. 19:30)
Armageddon will change the course of history.  Before it, there would always be wars and rumours of wars… For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. (Mt. 24:6, 7)
Then at Armageddon (Valley of Jehoshaphat?) the Lord will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for My people and for My heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted My land (Joel 3:2) and He will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when He fought in the day of battle. (Zech. 14:2, 3)

After this battle of battles at Armageddon, the Lord will then set up His Kingdom of peace on earth and the LORD shall be King over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and His name one.​ (Zech. 14:9)

Thus the great significance of the places that were specifically and specially called!

What do the names of these three places mean to you personally?
REFLECT.
2. As Christians you are also specially called - And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. (Acts 11:26). Paul in his defence testimony before King Agrippa challenged him to face a crisis in his life: (Acts 26:28, 29) Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.

And Peter himself reminds us: Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. (I Pet. 4:16)

You are called saints (I Cor. 1:2) and Christians (Acts 11:26). Are you a saintly Christian? 
REFLECT.
